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President’s Conference.on Home
g Building and Ownership
;" Will Open Wednesday.

STUDY UNDER WAY A YEAR

Committees in Every Branch
| Have Studied Ways 1o Help
R the Small Wage-Earner,

MASS PRODUCTION ADVISED

‘Means of Supplementing President’s
Discount Plan to Revive
Industry Is Sought.

Special to The New York Times.
 WASHINGTON, Nov. 28.—With the
#Awofold purpose of finding and as-
«gimilating methods for giving more
#order and direction to the develop-
sment of the American home, and
-assisting to revive an industry
ewhich is now running at 30 per cent
sof its normal $2,000,000,000 annual
soutput, 4,000 men and.- women will
gather here on Wednesday for the
President’s Conference on Home
.Building and Home Ownership, an
organization set in motion more than
A vear ago by President Hoover.

In the group will be bankers, build-
ers, housing experts, building loan
executives, realtors, city planners,
manufacturers, sociologists, en-
gineers, architects, home economists,
decorators and artisans, representing
ievery State in the Union.

They propose to make it possible
#for people of small incomes to pro-
wide for themselves at low cost sub-
wtantial housing with adequate light,
wentilation, pure water, toilet facili-
ties, space and privacy.

The conference is already credited
with one success. Its finance com-
mittee - played a major part in de-
veloping the plan for the Home Loan
Discount Bank, proposed by Presi-
dent Hoover & fortnight ago.

! 553 Gather Ditn-for Months,

* The President chose Secretaries
Lamonf{ and Wilbur as joint chair-
men of the conference. Dr. John M.
Gries, former chief of the Division
of Building and Housing of the De-
partment of Commerce, is executive
secretary. '

Besides these, 553 men and women

of national standing in practically
avery branch of activity that con-
cerns home building and home own-
ership have been working volun-
‘tarily for months assembling facts
won every angle of the problem.
They have made surveys of what
already has been done and have
Added researches to these to deter-
tmine future courses. Their findings
and recommendations will be sub-
mitted through thirty-one commit-
tees. -
¥ Mr. Hoover will appear at the open-
g general session at Constitution
all Wednesday night. After that

Wing places. There will be committees
n city planning and zoning, types
f. dwellings, fundamental equipment,
esign, housing and the community,
ubdivision layout, kitchen and other
‘work centres, large-scale operations,
onstruction, Negro housing, blighted
reas and slums, household manage-
ment, taxation, reconditioning, re-
odeling and modernization, rela-
tionship of income to the home, utili-
sties for houses, home furnishing and
«decoration, industrial decentraliza-
-tion and housing, landscape planning
:and planting, finance, farm. and vil-
-lage housing, business and housing,
‘homemaking, home ownership and
leasing, home information service
:and six on correlation of the infor-
gmation submitted to the conference.

i TFinancing to Be First Problem.

* Thae conference has the honor of
being the first to move into the
mammoth new Department of Com-
merce Building. It has an entire

floor, with more than 100 offices as
temporary quarters to be used until
wafter the session next week.

It was indicated today at the con-
ference headquarters that financing
~will be the firgt problem tackled by
tthe central organization, ‘While
thacking the President on his home
‘loan discount plan to the limit, con-
ference leaders believe that the addi-
tional ecredit made available by this
program will not suffice to enable a
family living on $2,000 a year to un-
dertake the purchase of a home
meeting certain essential require-
ments of light, space, ventilation and
plumbing. :

A committee of architects, builders
and material men has been gather-
ing from the experience of practical
‘builders information on building
practices’ and materials that have

. proved most efficient and eco-

omical.

* Another' committee, composed of
heating, lighting, plumbing and re-
frigeration men, ‘has been studying
types and’ costs of fundamental
wequipment.

| Mass Production to Be Advised.
! Advice on fighting depreciation
will be formulated by still another
wcommittee, and a committee on'city
aplanning and zoning, headed by
gF'rederic A. Delano, chairman of the
egional plan of New York and its
environs, will recommend steps to
Yinsure the stability of value of
*Amerlcan homes,

Taxation will be taken up by a
sommittee headed by Professor
“Thomas S. Adams of Yale Uni-
wersity, who has been adviser on tax-
ation to the Treasury Department
since 1917.

It was the thought of President
‘Hoover when he constituted the con-
~-ference, that some new principle of
s construction might have to be
igvolved to meet the financial ability
4ot the people whose incomes are
from $1,500 to $3,000 & year. He has

[}, .~ Continued on Page Four, =;:.
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maintained thet people with such in-
domes should have homes of their
own, as a stepp toward & more sub-
stantial citizeniship. o

Consequently the. planning ecommit-
tee constituted @ commitiee on large
scale operationsg, which has comse -%o
the conclusion fjhat mass production
must be applied more widely if the
ideal of better Iomes for the smalk
salaried and wagje-earning classes s
to be realized.

The committee,d headed by Alfred
K. Stern, dirécior of the Julius
Rosenwald fund, 'has made & study
of great developnpents such as Sun-
nyside Gardens in, Long Island City
and the Michigan Boulevard Garden
apartments in Chi¢ago, and is pre-
pared to recommetqd wider ‘ude of
this type of construction.

A committee of architects, headed
by William Stenley Parker, will re-
port that it believes more comfort-
able, better built angl better looking
homes can be constructed; for. less
than at present. eir - proposals
will include elimination of expensive
“fake’’ gables, and_<chimneys with-
out firepinces, and:'advise group
building to malke' hetter use of
ground areas. ey om Lt e

A committee on hogne -furnishing
and decoration, headed by Miss Ruth
Lyle Sparkers, presidetat of the-In-
terior Decorators’ Clubipf New York,

will present exhibits on Jmprovement
of interiors at lower casts. - = -
Three other women's, groups are
among the thirty-one \committees;
the committee on kitches's and other
work centres has studieq! 140 kitch-
ens of Chica§o families with incomes
of $2,000 or less, to detenmine what
activities are carrried on in kitchens
of this class. It has dletermined
what equipment is necessairy, how it
should bheé arranged to rediuce labor,
and how to have it manufsctured in-
expensively., Committees ¢yn home-
making and household m yagement,
composed of women, have aiso made
acotual studfes. .- -+ - . . .. .
A committee on industripd decen-
tralization and housing, 1éd by Stuart
W. Cramer of the Cramertom Cotton
Mills of North Caroline, and another
on .business and housing, under
Harry A. Wheeler of thex Chamber
of Commerce of the United States,
will report a joint conclusiorr coB»
demning congestion of population A8
not only socially undesirable but ex-~
ceedingly expensive-to industry.
The correlating  ¢ommittdes, will
resont all this material for forrnula~
jon of s definite policy and pro-
gram, that if adopted might end the
era of hit-or-miss growth of Amer-
fcan homes and home neighborhpods.
This is the long-range purpdse, but
Jjeaders are also looking to the con-
ference to aid in the present eco-
nomic crisis by stimulating priwate
construction. v

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



