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STREL FIRMS FIGHT
' BARING OF RECORDS

Charge Federal Trade Commis-
sion With Effort te Reveal
Tiade Secrets.

CLAIM IMMUNITY UNDER LAW |

Tell
Purpose cf [njunction Already
Granted Wou!d Be Defeated.

Eastern Corporatlons Court

Special to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, XNov. 29.—Charges
that the Federal Trade Commisalon, in
its efforts to compel them to answer
questionnaires pertaining to the iron,
steel, coke and by-products industrie-,
had endeavored to lay bare trade se-
crets and processes and exposs tasir
private affairs to the public were made
today in the District of Columbia Su-
preme Court by tweniy-two Eastern
steel corperations, whose capital and
turnover runs into billlons of dollars
yearly.

The charges wera made in repiy to
the motion of the commission to have
the court order these corporations to
produce their books, reccrds, papers, ac-
counts, balance zhieets, &c.. and to allow
the coemmission to examine them, forv
use in cross-examining witnesses for
the corporatlon who are cxpected to
testify al the final hearing on the peti-
tion of th~ corporations for a perma-
nent Injunction agzainst the commission,
the objert of which is to prevent the
iatler from getiting answers 1o these
Guestionnaires,

he answer of the corporations virv-
tually ssserts that the comrmission is
trying to obtain Dbeforehand the very
informatiorn —which the corporations are
tryving to withheid with toe cid of the
court,

‘The commission, in asking that the
corporations be compelled to produce the
documents, maintained the purpose was
to enable it to refuie cherges made by
tlie corporations tkhat it had abured its
autherity in demanding answers to the
quostionnaires. ‘The corporations con-
tend that if the corumission now gets an
order requiring {hem te produce these
records the order will defeat the pre-
Liginary injunction forbiduing such ac-
tion and expose their trade secretz and
processes. L.

Thercourt proceedings hegan originally
when A. Mitcheil Palmer, as Attorney
General. proceeded ugalust certaln of the
steel corperations in Pennsylvania and
New .Jergey courts.  The proceedings
wers stopped when the corporations ap-
pealed to the lecal couris to pass on the
authority of the cowmmission to demuand
ansvoers to the guestionnaires,

The concerns anvoived ace the Claire
Furtbace Coimpany, the Ella JI'urnace

Company., the Heliance Coke Comipany.
the Westmoreland-Connelisville Coal anid
Coke Company, the Wierten Stedl Com-
pany, the BEdgewater Stesl Combany, the
La felle 1ron Works, the Donner Steel
Conmipany, tae Steel sad Trbe Company
of Ameriez, the Midvale Sieol and Orid-
nanece Company, the Uambria Steel Com-
pany, the Republic Iron and Szer] Com-
re the MceiKeesuvort Tinplate Com-
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pany, the N. and G. Taylor Company,
ihe tnland Steel Company, the Truinbull
@teel Company, the DBethlehem Steel
Company, the Youngstown Shect and
Tube Company, the PBrier Wil Steel
Cempany, the West Pern Steel Com-
pany, the Wheeling Tron and Stecl Com-
pany and the Sharon Steel lloop Cowm-
pany.,

in their answer the corporations con-
tend that thelr business is intrastate and
not interstate, and that they huve the
vight to privacy as to their hooks of ac-

count, papers, contracts and transee-
tions, “ over which Congress awl the

}-‘¢_-(Iioral Trade Commission had no con-
tiol””

The corporations contend that there iz
no luw which warrants the making of
the order reaguested by the trade come-
mission and that it is not even alleged,
nor is it true,” that the documenis *“ are
necessary to enable the Federal Trads
Connunizsion to establish their cauvse.”
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