WANT CITY GRAFT, HEARINGS PUBIC: Corporation Counsel O'Brien Protests...
New York Times (1857-1922); May 17, 1921;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New Y ork Times (1851-2009)

WANT GITY GRART

HEARINGS PUBLIC

Corporation Counsel 0’Brien:
Protests Against Privacy-ant*
‘One-Man Examinations.. = ..

Chairman Coh_tends' That .:‘:Hi\.e,' '
Committee Follows Procedure ~ ~
 of Other Investigations. -

N0

WON'T STAND FOR NONSEN

"

Threatens Other Methoas_ If‘..Cit)
‘Departments Do Mot -
Co-operate. .

City officials and members“g!_,}ﬁ!
Meyer Investigating Committee clashed
vesterday over the right of the commit~
tee to hold examinations in secrét’and
also over the right of the minority mem;
bers of the Legislature to-be repregented
on any sub-committees thit may ‘be ap-
pointed by the full committee. COIporas
tion Counsel O'Brien and - Senpator.
Schuyler Meyer, Chairman of thelIns
vestigating Committee, representeg “the
contending forces. L

The argument .took place in the office
of the committee, 38 Park Row, ‘The:
.committee, through its Chairmaq't'_.;m}dr
assistant counsel, Leonard M. Wallstein,:
had subpoenaed . Grant Crabtree, First

Deputy Clerk at Pollce Headquartgrsgég’
well a3 Deputy Police Commissioner
Leach, te produce certain records of the-
department. ‘While the Deputy Clerk was
under examination Corporation Co}gtgse'lg;
O'irien appeared with Mr. Leach an.d
protested against the exa‘xxiinationtjdt'?,ny_“
wimess except in the open. A
«'These meetings should be open,” sald

Mr. O'Bricn, ' in Jjustice to the public
and the comumittee its%ilf. -~ We are pre-
pared to afford every facility and glgg
access to every record under’ that con-
dition. We object to private sessions by
sub-committecs and to the holding up:-
indefinitely of depar ;mental. records.“We |
have lost data that went to the Almiral
wrand. Jury. : A
“ If there is any difference of opinion
in these matters we ought to.Dbe able’
oulckly to get a judicial decision in
the courts. We concede the _commlttee:
can do much ard will help if 1t func- .
tions properly and openly. Howeyer,.1
Leny ulat YUl Goltalitice, Lrougt its
chairman, ‘may appoint sub-cominittees -
¢f one man who can privately examine’
witnesses.” . -
Senator Meyer declared that . there -
could be no question of the committee's
right to appoint sub-committees, The
resolution adopted by the 'Legislature
under which the commitiee is acting,. he-
said, .grants full authority to appoint
such sub-committees as it sees fit. He
also pointed out that both minority and
majority members had joined in elect-
ing him a committee of ‘one to make
such .examinations as he saw fit.
‘“ The second - point raised by -Mr.
O’'Brien .is absurd on its”face,” sald
Chairman Meyers. “ If we examined s
witness and then presented the city.au-
thorities with a copy of the record we
could not get very far,. We can't get
anywhere if we spread broadcast what
we are trying to develop. In holding
these examinations in executive. session
we are nmerely following the procédure
adooted by every other legislative .com-
mittee, even the Lockwood committee, -
** Nor s it practicable té have the
whole committee present at.each ses-.
slon. . We may want to examine a half
dozen ‘witnesses ‘at' the same"time and
go into as many phasés of the investiga~-
tion at one timé.™ We're looking. for the
facts. Of -course, -the” committee will
not stand for any nonsense or camou-
flage. 1f the city departments will co-’
operate, well’ and good. If not, we'll
adopt a different attitude.’”’ S
The Corporation Counsel asked .for
time until today to look further inte
the matter, It was agreed thst Deputy
.Commyjssioner -Leach shall appear today
with the desired records ahd-then be-ex-
amined In the meantime Deputy Clerk
Crabtree of Police Headguarters was
excused. . :
‘“When I appeared at the.rooms of
the Legislative Investigating Committee
held by Senator Meyer,”’ saild - My’
O'Brien later, * I. made it <clear ‘and.
emphatic that the books and records.of
all the departments under Mayor Hylan
were accessible to the committee’ and
that there would be no hindrance placed
in the way of an examination. of such
books and records by any head of a de-
partment or a subordinate. -This is the
attitude which the Mayor and his de-
partment heads have taken through.all
of the/ Investigations which have been
going on during the -last two  yearsg."™
‘After reciting the results of these:7in-_
vestigalions, the Corporation . :Coungsel
added: . L
‘““Whle all hese investigations, includ-
ing thé Almiral Grand Jury, extending:
over a period of a vear and a half; the"
Whitman investigation and the .Stein~.
brink investigation and the latest’ins
.vestigation planned by Senator Meyer’'s
committee, mean a great expense.toithe
taxpayers of New York and while> the
wisdom and propriety.of such futile:in-.
vestigations are serlously gquesticned by
many, the records and files of the, de--
partments under Mayor Hylan. are open-
to further and, if it is possible, to.more
far-reaching inquiry and investigation:
We shall insist, however, that the meet-’
ings of the Meyer committee at which
testimony. is taken be open to the public
and that ‘there be upon any - subscom-’
mittees taking testimony a:representa-’
tion of the minority of the State Liegigr>
lature.”’ o
Senator Theodore Douglas Robinson;of-
the committee announced yesterday-the
names of two.of the four experts:the
committee will employ to analyzg¢-:the.
material on which the evidence té:'be.
presented at the public hearings will: be
based. Edward T. Perrina, who formu-.
lated the analysis of the State: budget
on which Governor Miller based his:re-.
trenchment program, has already begun:
work on the -city finances with the.co-~
operation of Controller Charles . L.
Cralg's office. . . R
The other expert is Spencer Phenix,"
who untfl recently was engaged on:
special work for the United States'
Chamber of Commerce at Washington:
He was In charge of the Government’s
bureau of statistics at the Peace Con-
fﬁrence. The difficulty of getting the
proper type of expert assistance to.de-
velop and correlate the evidence to be
presented before the committee will
delay the opening of public sessions until
the middle of June, Seriator Meyer sald.

yvesterday. . .
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