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(ITY MISRULED,
" GATNOR LA
He Aq_q'\éﬁ'fs P;Zént- Regime, but

Blames a Rec®nt * Base,‘Vul-
gar, and Corrupt” Authority,

“PITIFUL LITTLE MAYORS”

# Safe,” But Usually Mere Tools—Com-
missioners Who Spend Millions Be-
hind 'Closed Doors—Law’s Delays.

Special to. The New York Times.

NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y., Jan. 51.—Su-
preme Court -Justice William J. Gaynor
meade a sharp attack on the government
of the City of New York in an.address to
a large audlence in the New Rochelle
Theatre under the auspices of the New
Rochelle Forym this afternoon. Willlam
J. Schieffelin, the new President of the
Citizens’ Union of New York City, pre-
sided. o
! Justice Gaynor said, in speaking of mu-
| nicipal Governments of the United States,
that many were too often run by pitiful
little Mayors, who appoint politicians to
single-headed commissions who sit be-
hind closed doors aud gpend millions
without any one knowing anything about
it until scandalmakers bring it out.

The Government of the City of New
York is in form a despotism, said Justice
Gaynor. “Do you think the Government
of the City of New York was ever sO
base, so vulgar, and corrupt, as for a part
of the time under its present charter?’
he asked.

Savs Judges Reed to Ve Criticised.

Justice Gaynor said he would prefer to
speak of something concerning the Ju-
diciary to which he belonged, and had
proposed as o subject the relation of the
courts to the individual and the com-
munity, but that he had been overruled
and assigned to the subject o# municipal
Government,

“ ¥ am not so certain, however,” he-con-

tinued, * that the former subject is not
the more timely. If there be shortecom-
ings in muanicipal administration I can
assure you that there are also very grave
shortcomings {n judicial administration.
The courts should b‘e« watched and crit-
icised, and can be kept up to a proper
| standard in no other way. The ludicrous
,thing 1s for Judges themselves/here and
Ithere to be proclaiming that the courts
ls_hould not he criticised in their work.
These same Judges are probahly sadly
|in need of criticism. The law's delay in
‘this couniry is scandalous.
' *1 am glad that President-elect Tarlt
has taken this matter up. We have here
within the City of New York a greater
‘number of high court Judges than all
England has, and yet the work is years
in arrears. More causes are disposed of
in a jear in London alone than in New
York, and yet there your case can be
immediately heard after it is brought.
Doés any sensible person thinl{ the critl-
cism of the extraordinary methods in
the recent gas case were improper or
burtfal? Criticlsm upholds and approves
as well as condemns."”

Justice Gaynor spoke of the contrast
between the trend in the method of city
government in Europe and here.

*‘In Europe, with its momarchical Gov-
ernments, the citiex are nevertheless gov-
erned by large elective Councils, the trend
being to make them larger,” he sald.
‘“In this country there has long been a
steady trend to decrease the size of Coun-
cils, and even to do away with them en-
tirely, or clse deprive them of all impor-
tant administrative power. The reason
assigned is that these Counclls have been
uniformly corrupt in this country. But
were they any more corrupt than heads of
departments  have proved to be? Pray
what do you know of the acts of a Com-
missioner or head of a department who
simply closes his door and in privacy
does as he pieases in the éxpendlture of
‘millions?

Our Recent Gity Rule Corrupt.

i “ Practically all power has been centred
‘in the Mayor, who is given the appoint-
iment and power to remove heads of de-
ipartments. The government of the City
iof New York is in form a despotism. Do

| ¥you think the government of the City of
New York was ever 3o kase. vulgar, and
corrupt as for a part of the time under
its present charter? Just think of its
; condition not long since. My own idea
is that the Mayor ought to go about from
one department to another: spend a week
in one with its head, if necessary, and
then in another, and see that they are
ruled properly and honestly, and that
every one there is at work, and-that no
one is there simply to draw a salary and
do nothing or next to nothing. He ought
to welcome honest and intelligent assist-
ance. The present Bureau of Municipal
Research, for Instance, instead of being
rebuffed and called a nuisance, should be
encouraged and helped to go through
every department, one at a time, with a
fine tooth comb.

““IWe do not elect a Mayor merely for
-him.to sit down and look so smug and:
|so important, as though thinking to him-
iseif all the while what 2 big man am I,
Iwhen in fact, maybe, he ig only a pitiful
‘Nittie concelted fellow with no more phi-
‘losophy than a master of ceremonles; all
lof which is true fo the life of some May-
|ors You can remember. Now I am talk.
ing only of what Is history, with only a
side glance at the present, for, of course,
that is unavoidable.”
1 ** Reform movements, based on the sup-
'port of honest, sincere people, often falil
even when they elect @ Mayor. This is
because they fall into the hands of de-
signing, selt-serving, and dishonest per-

ons,
Of taxation of personal property, Jus-
. tlce Gaynor sald:’ | :
“The way the Jaws for taxation of per-
sonal property have long been carried out
{a a great wrong to the people of the city.
It should have been stopped by some
Mayor long ago. The names of people
are taken from the Directory, and they
are assessed haphazard. People- who
have no assessable personal property find
themselves assessed for large sums. Oth-
ers are assessed far in excess of their
property, and have the same trouble. The
i result has been to drive a large number
to take up a voting or legal residence out-
side of the city. The history of all peo-
ples shows that they shed obnoxiouslaws
ag a snake sheds its skin.” -
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| Steel: Railway Seandals,

| Speaking of the street railroads, Justice
' Gaynor said: ‘“We have in Manhattan

‘and the Bronx the most valuable street
‘raflroad routes and {ranchises in iae
‘whole world, and yielding by far the
largest revenues of any in the world.
-And yet for going on two years they
have all been in_bankrypteyr, and opur-
ated by a United Statés Court through
recelvers. The Judicial Department of
the Federal Government is running them.
It finally camie to pass that their enor-
mous revenues were insufficient to pay
their fixed charges of interest on_ bonds
and -guaranteed dividends on stock; and
the result was bankruptey, ithe shrink-
age of large issue of stocks. in one case
from $266 down to $16 & share, and a
enéral swindle of honest investors. It
s enough to say that bonds and stocks
were piled up, issue upon issue. until
the infamous total of nearly §700,000,000
wasg_ reached} including the stocks and
bonds of the holding corhpanies, or, ex-
cluding them, about £550,000,000. . -
“When the crash came did_the finan-
ciers who dfd this thing own these stocks
that fell down on honest people? Nay,|{
nay; they have a maxim that a fool is
born every minute (¢ buy such stocks
while they \sell "them and pocket the
cash. You ay well pause and ask in
wonder .how such a thing could .possibly
have happened in the civilized  and en-
lightened City of Neéw York., I say unto
you that it never could have; happened.
i? those put in:rulership' over the city:

had stoed up and exposed it.. .Instead,
they anhd those whose: mere. puppets:they.
wers -{n: offlce : - 21l 7 the “while! In it

i
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-and . abroad—moreé
them:abrogd,” ~ - |
. ..Land Condemnation Abuses, .}
. Justice Géaynor also ‘spéke of the ext
‘pense and the abuse. in-the acquiring of
lands by the eity through Co'mxpiqsio’ners

appointed by the courts. -
‘It can be safely said that the city,

as a rule, is made to pay from two fo
flve times the value of every parcel of
land it acquires. There_ is geherally an
option man or a middle man in the
-case. The Commissioners take a year,
or f{ive years,» at a compensation by
the day to do what could - often be
daone of a forenoon, and always 1n not to
‘exceed @ few days. It is a scandalous
chapter, and I am sorry to say that these
Commissioners are appointed by the Su-
preme Court. I.et those who .say the
gﬁprts should not be criticised think over
ig.

“Mayv I say (and I regret to speal: of
myself) that when it fell to me, by some
sort of mishap, (for such things were
rarely brought on” before me) to appoint
Commissioners for the Livingston Street
widening in the Borough of Brooklyn, one
of the largest condemnation proceedings
ever had there, I cgplled the men I ap-
pointed and arranged with them in ad-
vance that they Should complete their
work In sixty days. They did it, but en-
countered great opposition, It was said
we were ruining the Commissionorship
business. That was five years age. ~
other commission was appointed about
the same time to open a neighboring
street, and* they are sitting yet. What
a history of this business could be writ-
ten concerning the acquiring of the new
watershed In’ the ‘Catskill, which is now

oing on! But do you hear a word about

t from any of your officials?”

ST. LOUIS COMING N SLOWLY.

Crippled Liner Sends Wireless That
She Will Reach Port This Morning.

Vice President Franklin of the Internae
tional Mercantile Marine Company re-
celved g wireless message y/esterda.y- morn-
ing from Capt., Jamison qf the {ncoming

American liner St. Louis, stating that
his vessel would reach the entrance to
the Ambrose Channel at 7 A. M, to-day.
No particulars were given as_to the
breaking of the steamer's rudder, and
from this the officlals believe the dam-
age is not very serious. )

he St. Louls broke her rudder while
running through rough wesather, prob-
ably in mid-Atlantic. high sea was
running, and she was struck by a heavy
wave. ' The vessel, it is said, is coming
in at about a twelve-kKnot gait and steer-
ing with her engines. She is_being navi-
gated without trouble, but in order fto
facilitate her coming through the chan-
nels the line will send down tugs to as-
sist her to_her pier. According to the
Mareonia wireless report, she passed Nan-
tuckett at 4 P. M. yesterday. She will
reach her pler, it 15 expected, about 9
o'clock this morning. : .

An official of the American Line sald
that no reguest- had been made to the
Navy Department for permission to_dry
dock the St. Louis at the navy yard, a.s‘
the company warted first to find out the
extent of tlie damage hefore considering,

the question of placing her in dry dock. ‘

Oppose Washington Park Court House |

Members and - representatives of the'
playgrounds associations of the city are
protesting against the taking of part of
Washington Square for the new Court!
House as,an encroachment on the play-
ing space of _children. Their opposition '
is based on the fact that the eight acres
of Washington Square are the only space
for the 97,000 people of the Third and
Tifth Assembly Districts and that the use
of the square for a public building would
further establish_tle precedent laid down
when St. John's Park was bullt up,
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