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FOUND MRS. AYER INSANE

DECISION OF A JURY . AFTER-
HEARING EVIDENCE.

'TESTIMONY THAT WHILE HER CHANCES
FOR RECOVERY ARE SMALL, HER
CASE IS NOT HOPELRESS—NO SBIGNS
OF ALCOHOLISM OR THE MORPHINE
HABIT—SHE COULD NOT TESTIFY.

Mrs. Harriet Hubbard Ayasr-was-declded to be
insane at the present time, and incapable of
caring for her own intercets, by o jury in Part
IL of the Supreme Court yesterday afternoon.

The investigation was conduoted by the com-
mission, consisting of Dr. Matthew Chalmers .
and Jobn H. Judge, which was appointed by
Judge Andrews on the appilcation of Herbert
Q. Ayer, the husband of Mrs. Ayer.

Charles W. Brooke represented Mr, Ayer, and
when the jury was oalled, Dr. Chalmera asked.
for Mrs. Ayer’s counsel. Stephen H. Oln said
that:-he was the lady’s representative, mot by’
aIrangement with her, buv because be had been
her legal adviser in the past and was interested
in her.

After one juryman, who said he knew Mrs.
Ayer three years ago, and & second, who
clanimed the acquaintance of the Ayer family,
had been accepted, Mr. Brooke began proceed-
ings by reading the commission issued by Judge
Andrewa.

Dr. Willlam J. Morton wasthe first witness
oalled. He sald that he had been oalled in to
examine Mrs. Ayer last OQctober by her hus-
band and her older daughter, Mra. Harrlet Bey-
mour, who lives In Orange. He found the pa-
tlent’s physical condition very grave, but saw
no signs of alcoholism or the morphine habit, or

anything of that kind. She had all the symp-
toms of melancholia.

After that, Dr. Morton stated, he visited Mra.
Ayer every other Qay for thres montha. She |
would sit with her hands folded. staring into
vagancy, and complained of hearing voices
whioh came from outside of the house. These
voices, she said, summoned her to do improper
aots, and used lmproper expressions, and she
begged the dootor to stop them. He induced
her to do things, when she resisted his direc-
tions, by promising to abolish the voices.

Dr. Morton heard from Mrs. Ayer’s attendants
that she had suicidal tendencies, and Lena Ray-
mond, her colored mald, told him that some-
times she restrained the woman with greas dif-
floulty from committing sulocide. Mrs. Ayer
was sattended by her maid and a professional
nurse, and had all the home comforts, but no-
body t0 take charge of her and compel her to
obey the dootor’s orders.

On Feb. 8 last Dr. George M. Hammond
was called in, and he and Dr. Morton signed the
certificate for her commitment to Dr. William H.
Granyer's sanitarium at Bronxvillee When Dr.
Morton asked her to go to Bronxville she made
no objection, and was taken there in & carrisge
on Feb. 9. The dootor had intended to go only
as 1ar a8 the Grand Central Station in the oar-
riage. but her stupor was 8o bad that he drove
all the way.

Dr. Granger, proprietor of the private asylum,
testified. He had just stated that he first saw
Mrs. Ayer at his sanitarium on Feb. 9, when
she came with Dr. Morton and her colored maid,
when Commissioner Chalmers interrupted him
and said that Mra. Ayer was in an adjoining
room and might appear in person. It was de-
cided that she should testiry, and she came in
sccompanied by a friend and Lena Raymond.

Mra. Ayer was dressed in deep black and wore
a heavy black veil, the many folds of which
could not, howoever, conceal her deathly pallor.
She kept her oyes cast down. Mr. Olin, as her
former counse! and 80 best acquainted with her,
asked her various questions.

«“Do you know why you are here?’ ques-
tioned Mr, Olin.

Mrs. Ayer simply shook hor head and sald,
“ No,” in 80 10w o tone that only her mald, who
sat bheside her, caugzht the sound.

Do yoa know where you are ?”’

The woman gave no sign of having heard the
question. Then Lena, the colored girl. asked
the same thing, but got nmo reply. Mrsa, Ayer
1ifted her veil encugh to wipeo away a few tears
that had started down her cheeks and showed
her face, which was hardly recognizadle as the
same one that was known for its beauty a year
or tWo ago.

« Do you want to stay here ?”” asked Lena.

Myrg. Aver shook her head, and was, led out
of the room. By common wish of the jury she
was not recalled. ) )

Dr. Granger then continued his testimony,
saying that he had been connected with Beile-
vae Hospital and made a speclalty of insanity.
He said that Mrs. Ayer was admictted to nis
sanitarium on a certiticate signed by Dr. Mor-
ton and Dr. Hammond. - Her stay at Bronxville
had been one continuous examination, as it
were, and that she had melancholia was beyond
a doubt; she was probably inourabls. The
chances for her recovery were very small, but
her case was not hopeless.

Dr. Granger sald that Mya. Ayer had mnevor
spoken while in his institution, except to an-
swer questions, and then always in the briefest
possible manner. Twice she had sent him a
niessage—once asking for medicine and the
other time for har slster. She was always list-
less, and when he told her of the proceedings of
yesterday, and asked her whether she wanted
to attend them or not. she sald she didn’t oare.

The doctor said his patient’s face showed
gsigns of mental pain and depression of spirita.
He had salso heard her complain about the
volces. There had been no improvement since
the present attack began, a year ago.

Dr. Granger had no idea of the ocause of Mrs.
Ayer’s mental oondition. He had never ob-
served anything that would lead him to bve-
leve it was due to the use of alcoholic stimu-
lants. She had never asked for anything of the
kind, and nothing oI the sors had ever entered
into the treatment.

Dr. George M. Hammond said that he had
known Mrs. Ayer six years, and had seen mel-
anoholfa gradually coming on all that time.
Two yvears ago her face became typical of -mel-
ancholis. He had not seen her since Feb. § un-
til yesterday, and thought she was ungquestion-
ably insane. There had been an entire change
in her physical apnearanoce in the past six years,
and he would hardly recognice her now if he
had pot seen her in the meantime.

When asked what the oauses were, he an-
swered, ¢ Many,” and said that over-attention
to business was doubtless one. Asked about the
othors, he declined to state them. He thought
the chances of 3Mrs. Ayer’'s recovery were small,
but were better with institutional coufinement.

Lensa Raymond, the colored girl who said she
bad been employed as Mra. Ayer’s maid for five
years, stated that her mistress had always been
vory cheerful until last Summer, but had been
less so Bince then, and she thought she was
s gradually going down.”” Mra. Ayer had, she
said, translated a book about a year ago and
looked after her own Dbusiness aflairs, all of
which was, of course, & strain on her nerves.

In reply to Mr. Brooke, Lena said that she
and a trained nurce had taken NMrs. Ayer to
Islip, L. L, to epand the Summer of 1891. They
hagd a cottago there.

“*Do you remember hearing Mrs. Ayer talk
about suicide t*’ asked Mr. Brooke.

*Yos; before we went down ?”’

* Any while you wero at Islip ™

(X No.fl

+Did she ever threaten it at any other
tirne 777

.8 NO."

Lena thought that Mrs. Ayer had ohanged
considerably in one year, but not enoungh so
that she wouldn’t recognize her. 8he was bet-
ter two years ago than five years ago, but had
not been so well during the past year.

The mald said she had known Mrs. Ayer to
use stimumlants once in a while. They were
olaret and champagne, but not whisky or
brandy.

Mrs. Ayer's private secretary, Miss May 8.
Morrow, said she had been-a stenographer at
the offlce ot the Récamier Manufacturing Cow-
pany, 305 Fifth Avenue, of which Mra. Ayer is
President, some three or four yoears. B8he knew
that Mra. Ayer owned a majority of the 1,000
firty-dollar shares in the corporation, but juss
what the number was 8he could not tell. Bhe
had frequently been in Mrs. Ayer's apartments,
but had no idea of the value of her personsal
property. ) .

Frank J. Sprague, Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager of the Réoamier Manufacturing
Company, said that Mra. Ayer owned a little
less than two-thirds of the atock in the Réoa-
mier Company. He didn’t know Just how many
shares that was, but thought it was 630, more
or lesas.

Mr. Sprague thought that the company fad
between $30,000 and $10,000 in manufaotured
goods on hand. He didn’t know just how much
it dia have. Of the value of Mrs. Ayer's per-
sonal effects he knew nothing. Possibly it was
$4,000 or $5,000, he said. He thought she had
some jewels, but could not even approximate
thair worth.

4'he R6oamier Company had some outstand-
ing debts on it3 books, Mr. Sprague 8ald, but
what their total was he could not tell. The
stock of the corporation bad never been on the
market, and he did not know its wvaluc. He
could nov even guess at the amount of money
now owiny to the concern.

* Do you attend to the business affaira of the
corporation 2’ asked Mr. Brooke.

«Not entirely.” Mr. Spraguse answered.

« Have you ever examined its books ¢’

¢ Yes8, 8ome months ago.””

«“How longis it since Mrs. Ayer was around
to0 look after the affairs of the company 7"’

* She hasn’t been around since lass May.”

& Well, then, who is managing its affairst ””

Mr. Sprague’s answer was to the effect that
they managed themselves. He said that there
were books of various kinds, but he knew very
little about their contents.

*sWho pays the employes 1’ one of the jurors
inguired.

1 do,” said Mr. Sprague. “They’re paid by
checks signed by Miss Morrow, our Treasurer,
and countersigned by me.” .

< How rnunoh of a bank account has the com-
pany ¥’ The juror went on.

« I don’t know.”

“ Ob, you just draw checks, I suppose.’”

Mr. Olin said the stock had mno tixed valune,
and the Commissioners told the jury it might

be reckoned at par fortheir purposes. Mr. Olin
added that, speaking of jewels, Mrs. Ayer had
&iven a box. the contents of which wers known
to nobody but herself, but were sup};osed to be
jewelry, in charge of his firm, whioch bad placed
1t in safe deposit.

Between Mr. Olin and Mr. Sprague 1t trans-
pired that Mra. Ayer’s real estate consisted of
8 house and lot iIn Florida. The more exaot
location was thought to be Jacksonville. It was
valued at between $8,000 and $10,000, and had
a three-thousand-dollar mortgage on it. An ofier
of $5,000 had been made for it onoce.

Mr. Olin went on the atand long enough to
say that Mrs. Ayer’s only heirs were her two
daughters, Mrs. Harrlet Seymour and Mias
Margaret Ayer, a girl of fifteen or sixteen, who
is now In Germany.

The jury was out some twenty minutes. After
deoclaring Mrs. Ayer Insane it appralsed her
property, besides the mysterious box, at $35,000,
of whioh $10,000 was for the Florida house and
$5.000 for personal property.

The court will appoint a guardian for Mra.
Ayer at onoce.

FRICTION IN THE UNION LEAGUE. .

EXECUTIVE AND ART COMMITTEES -NOT
QUITE PULLING TOGETHER.

It 1s the habit of the Union League Cliub to
hold a monthly exhibition of aloan oollection
of paintings and other objects of art, to whioh
anumber of persons not membera of the club
are usnally invited, among them the artists who
losned their paintings. This monthly exhibi-
tion generally has been opened on the second
Thursday in the month, and the Art Committee
has always worked hard to make the occasion
successful, both socially and in an artistic way.
But when the outsiders, bearing invitations
from the Art Committee presented themselves
at the clubd on the night’ of the February exhi-
bition, the hall porter declined to admit them

and, in some oases, was inolined to be unoivil
in his manner.

The Art Committee discovered that the porter
had acted under orders from the Exeocutive Com-
mittee. On learning this, the Art Committes
wrote to the Executive Committee ra%xeaﬂng
to be informed of the authority under which the
invitations issned by the Ary Committee had
been pronounced valueless. It ia said that up
to date no formal answer to their letter has
been received.

Under these circumstances the Art Commit.
tee took pno steps toward preparing for this
month’'s exhibition. They felt that their handa
were tied until they shoula learn of the attitude
of the Executive Committee. It was fully une-
derstood by everybody that the moving cause of
the Executive Committee's aoction was the faot
that the opening night of the exhibition, when
visitors came In largest numbers, was the
night when the formal meetings of the olub are
held in the large meseting room adjoining the
picture gallery. It was sald that sufficlent
privaocy was not maintained for the members of
theo club at such times, because there is no door
in the big doorway between the ‘meeting room
and the gallery, and the visitors were apt to in-
trude, perhaps unwittingly. upon the meeting.

As the time for the DMdaroh exhibition drew
near, aid the Art Committee made no effort to
prepare an exhibition, the Execative Committes
bestirred themselves and constituted Thomas
B. Clarke and Dr. Alfred E. M. Purdy a sort of
art emergenoy committee to make ready for the
usual reception. They had little time to work
in, but the exhibition whioch opened on Thurs-
day evening-is considered to be very creditable
under the circumsatances. Those who know say
that the differences between the two commit-
teas are likely to be amicably arranged very
soon.

THERE WERE SOME BAD THINGS.

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT ON THE 8. R.
SMITH INFIRMARY.

Osoar Cralg, President of the State Board of
Charities, who was appointed by Justice Cullen
oI the Bupreme Court in August last to investi-
gate the sanitary condition and administration
of the 8. R. SBmith Infirmary on Staten Island,
has made his final report to the court.

The troubles at the infirmary, Staten Island’s
charity hospital, began just a year ago in a |
quarrel between Miss E. H. Lampe, the Super-
intendent, and Dr. Markin, the house physician.
The trouble grew into & gquarrel between the .
Trustees and medical statf, and six of the doc-
tors reaigned. Grave charges were made rsala-

tive to the sanitary ocondition of the buildings,
the management, and the uncleanly ocondition
of the surgicsal instruments.

Commissioner Craig made an extended inves-
tigation and heard a great deal of. testimony
under oath. In his report he reviews the whole
investigation, and his oconclusions are that
many evils ald exist. He exonerated the
Superintendent from all fault except a bad tem-
per; charges the old mediocal staff with the entire
responsibility for the unclean condition of tho
surgioal instruments, and sharges them jointly
with the Trustees with the responsibility for
the imperfeotions in the systems of drainage
and ventilation.

The Trustees have done much to absolve
thewmselves from responsibility, he says, by pro-
viding for the remedying of 2ll of the eviis In
sanitation. He only recommends that they be
required to make reports in May and November
of the sanitary condition of the infirmary and
its clinical) history.

W. A. Shortt, counsel for the old medical stafl,
alleges thatv tho Commissioner has violated the
agreement made when the investigation was
discontinued and has asked the Commiseioner to
withdraw his report for amendment.

St. Partrich’s Day XParade.

Edward L. Carey, Chalrman of the Irish soocie-
tles that will participato in the 8t. Patrick’s Day
parade, called yesterday at Police Headgnarters
and obtainea permissfon for the Socleties to
parade. The socleties will assomble at Waver-
ley Place and Fifth Avenue at 1 P. M. The line
of march will be up Fitth Avenue to Thirteenth
Street, to Broadway, to Fourteenth 8treet,
aground the Washington Monument, up Union
Bquare West to Seventopnth Street, tlien east
to Fourth Avenue, to Eighteenth Street, to
Fifth Avenue, to Fifty-seventh Btreet, to the
Eastern Boulevard, to Sixty-eighth Street, and
to Jones’s Wood.

Benial rrom Mr. XKeene,

James R. Keéne lost no time yesterday morn-
ing, after he reached his office down town, in
denying the reports from Chicago that he was
in a big wheat deal thera whioh would show
him either $10,000,000 profits or $10,000,000
losses. Oneo of the many agencies sent out this
statement 1o Wall Street for him,

‘ Mr. Keoene suthorizes us 1o stato that he has no
intersst, directly or jointly, in_an¥ producse, either
here or in Chicago, and that the story telegraphed
from that city that he was Joined with cerialn
parties 1n a large operation in wheat 18 utterly desti-
tute of truth.”

Delwyn to Stay with is Moiher.

Judge Beanch of the Supreme Court dectded
yestorday that Mrs. Marle Heldenheimer is to
have the custody of her Iflve-year-old son
Delwyn pending the suit for a soparation
brought against hor by her husband, Charles

Heldenbeimer. Mr. Heldenheimer is, however,
to be permitted to see the boy on Baturdars,
Bundays, and legal holidays, when Delwyn is to
be sent to his father from 11 o’clock in the
morning until 6 in the evening.

Cld Guard ¥Election.
The election of offlcers for the Battalion of
the Old Guard will be held on Wednosday even-
ing next, at the armory, 84 TFifth Avenue. The

officers to be balloted for include a Major, two
Captains, two First Lleutenants, two BSeoond
Lieutenants, a Treasurer and Seoretary,and two
aotive members from the ranks as members of
the Exeoutive Board.

Capt. Vanderbilt’>s Illness.
Capt. Jacob H. Vanderbilt. who is seriously
1l with ocongestion of the lungs at his home on
Gryme’'s Hill, Staten Island, was reported to be

in an improved oondition last ovening. Xis
physiclan says he has a wonderful amount of
vitality for a man over eighty-five years old,
and he hopes for his recovery from this attaok.

RBefore the Nineteenth Century Club,

At Sherry’s, Fifth Avenue and Thirty-seventh
Btreet, on Tuesday evening, March 14, the
Nineteenth Century Club will be addressed by
Col. John B. Weber and Mr. George Kennan, on
;‘lThe Rugsian Empire a Menacé tp Civiliza-

on.”” oV AN
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