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‘BROOKLYN RINGSTERS FEAR

DECERT OITIZENS THREATEN TO
ASSERT THEMSELVES.

Excitement Is Running Higher and Higher
in the City of Ohurches—Not in a Mood
to Bear Further Outrages—A Movement
for Reform Would Gather More Support
Than Machine Politicians Dream of—
Mayor Boody Arraigned by AMr, Hin.

, richs—Fussing with City Hall Park.

| ohe ineffective efforta of the Grand Jury in
}Brooklyn to indics Mayor Boody and the mem-
,bers of the Common Couuncil for their partin
;awarding street railroad franchises to the
;Brooklyn City Rallroad Company and the Flynn
jpolitical syndioate, the warning of County
i{Judge Henry A. Moore to the July Grand Jury
‘n"gainst the *“monstrous wrong' of ohoosing
ontaide counsel, and the subsequent threat of
the rogular Demeoratic machine politicians to
have made publo the minutes of the Jnna
Grand Jury have aroused public intersst in the
City of Chuarohea to a helght which it had not
attained since the oontroverasy over the Long
Island Water Supply Company deal during ths
administration of Mayor Alfred Q. Chapin.

The announcement that District Asterney
Ridgway had advised the June Grand Jury that
1t couid not indict Mayor Boody and the Alder-
men for misdemeanors becanso of the amend-
ment of 1885 to the Code ot Criminal Procedure
uvstensibly giving to the Brooklyn Court of
Speocial Sasslons exaclusive jurisdistion over that
class of offenses furnished the general publio
with {ts first knowledge of the existence of this
provision of the code.

The unsuccessful attempt of the June Grand
Jursy to exclude from its room the official sta-
nographer and the Asaistant Distriot Attorney
during the progress of the investigation into
the awards of street raflroad frauchisea puncta-
&ted public attention with another period.

Then came the presentment of thre Grand
Jury 1o Juags Meors expressing its rogret ai

itas Inability to indict the Mayor and the Alder-
men becauso of the interpretation of the cods
fuornished by the Distriot Attorney. XPublio in-
terest was then doubly*n_coemuated.

The warning delivered by Judga Aoors to the
|July Grand Jury, the exposure by THE NEW-
York TIMES of the analogy between the amend-
‘ment of 1885 to the Brooklyam Code and the
lnmnndmnm of 18556 to the New-York Code,
’rby which the counsel of William M. Tweed
sought to throw his trial out of the New-

TYork Court of Oyer and Terminer and the
threat of the regular Democratio machins pol-
1tiolans of the City of Churches to cause to be
made public the minutes of tha June Grand
Jury wrought up public attention to a climax.

The regular Demoocratio machine politiolans
«vore atraid that Gov. Flower would have his
attention called to the action of District Attor-
ney Ridgway in advising the June Grand Juary
that it had no power to indist the Mayor and
Aldermen for misdemeanors.

For thia reason, and with the idea of prevent-
inz citizens in fature from taking evidence
against public offiolals before the Grand Jury,
thoy made the bold threat that the constitu-
‘tional privacy of the Grand Jury room would

‘be invaded and tho evidenr—e regaurding the
awards of street ra.road franghises dragged
Iorth for tho publlo to gaze upoa.

*“1f the Aldermen are willing to stand upon
$he ovidence which was brought before the
Grand Jury,” sald a prominent member of tho
Brooklyn bar, ** what have they 10 fear from an
ex-parte indictment? It would be speadily fol-
Jowed by an aoquittal in a duly-constituted legal
tribunal. and no farther doubt would attaoh to
their reputation.”

The decision by JndZ:e Noah Davis in the
TFTweod trialin 1873, backed up by the deolsion
of the General Term of the Bupreme Court,
sotiled permanently tho only question which,
80 far as known, had evor been raised as to the
juriadistion of thoe Grand Jury over miado-
mesanors, undsr the amendment of 1855 to the

code. Twaesd’s counsel did DOt 0arry the ques-
Eon beyond the Qencral Term of the Suprome

Jourt,

The New-York Courts of Record have baen
trying for misdemesnors, and the New-York
drand Juries have been indicting for imisde-
meanora right along. year in and yocar out.
There has never been a question or doubt
among lawyers of the right of the Grand Jury
to inveatigate misdemeanors and indiog there-

for.
L

There 15 a marked ‘dlﬂ’erenoe between the
New-York Court of Bpeoclal Fesslons and the
Brookxiyn Court of Special Bessions. The
former consists of three noilcs magisirates, who
sit togethor and determine oases brought bofore
them on complainz ‘

In Brookiyn, the Court of Special Soxsions
often conslsts of one magistrate. Each Justice
18 a complete Cours of Special Bessions in him-
self, and in this Pooh-Bah ¢apacity he has the
power, under the law, to select of himself a
Jury to try the poraons who are brought bafore
him on complaint.

There 18 o vory deolded difference in this re-
spect between tho Brooklyn Court of Bpecial
Seseions and thoe ordinary Court of Resord. A
court of the latter class gots its jurors by a
species of selection, through eross-examination,
Irow /TMORE & JATRO RUMber of legally-qualitied

persons whose names kave been drawn ous of a
‘wheal

In the ordinary courts of record there is, in
theory atlezst, no way of telling whose name
is coming out of the wheel, and the cours, eoun-
£6l, or defendant kas nO way of packing & jury,
excop$ by adroit work atier the men have
con:o forward 10 be oxamined as to their qualifi-
easions,

When a Brookiyn police magistrate sits as a
Court of Bpecial wessions the ocase is differont.
Heore the magiatrate picks the jury or delegates
tho power to a Constable armed with a venire.
The Constable bas the privilege of collecting all
the saloon keepers in the nelghborhood of the
court and pressing them into service as jurors.
He can plok out twelve of his friends.

Under this system the farce of trying a Mayor
belore a magistrate of his own oroation would
,be doubly rfuony. Tho unfortunate Mayor
mmighs encounter the oxperience of having the
caseo againgt him dismissed off-hand, or he might
be put to the additional poril of a perfunctory
trial by twelve of nis bosom friends,
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The Court of General Seisions in Brooklyn,
according to Bernard J. York, the Cierk, has
not tried any persons for misdemeanor sincoe
ihe passage in 1885 of the ameandment to the
Code of Criminsl Procedure for Braoklyn. The
Legislatare atill further lightened the labors of
Judge Moore 1ast Winter by passing an amend-
ment to the Code of Civil Procedurs in Brook-
iyn. Before that, in cases where over $50 was
involvad, the parties had the righs to appeal
from the deolston of tuae Clvil Justice and de-
nand a trial by jury in the County Cours, which
18 presided over by Judze Moors.

Under the amendment of last Winter the
parties have silll the right to appeal to the
County Cours from the Clvil Justice's court in
cases Where over $50 is Involved, bat they no
longer can seoure a trial by jury. The County
Judge determines the issues swithout a jury.
The amendment has saved a good deal of lahor
to Judge Moore, and its practioal effect 1s sald b

lawyers to be to discourags appesals from Olvil
Justices to the County Court. .

In 1889, the year of the passage of the second °

amendment 1o the Code of Crlminal Proopdure,
836 persons wera arraigned on oriminal charges
In the Kinge County Court of Genersal Sessions,

snd 359 persons wers convioted. A very large

proportion of these ploaded gullty without the
Jormality of a trlal. ‘There were forty-ono
:u.:t." of jury trials. There is no court in Au-

* * -
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Willlam J. Gaynor has -been fighting the

Brookiyn epoilsmen apparently alone, and he
bas had to bear the brunt of the battle. But
bohind Nr. Gaynor is a very largo body of indo-
pendent men of both partles, and when the
final grapplo with the ringstera comes, later on,
2Mr. Gaynor will be found to be by no means
alone. He will be fighting then in company
With a great number of public-apirited oitizens,
Democrats and Ropublieans, who are disgnsted
with the way things have been ocarried on in
Brooklyn and are earncstly desirous of a

ehange that shall sweep ths spsilomen fram
power and put honest and oapable men in
oharge of municipal affairs.

These people, beyond the oalonlation of the
regular Democratic machine leaders In number,
are waiting for an opportunity to wrest the aon-
trol of Brooklyn from the politicians, as was
flond in the tims of Rath Low.

&* w

Lawyer F. W. Hinrichs of Brooklyn, who
has been & hard worker In oltizens’ move-
' znents agalmad ring rule, speakiag 30 & re-

present administrasion of affaira in Brooklyn,
aald:

‘‘The poople of Brooklyn must expeot to find
their Mayors and other public officers commit-
ting acts which e¢all for Grand Jury attention
8d long as they eleot the oandidates of the
present organizations.

“1 say organizations because there are sup-
posed to bs two, the Ropubllcan ana tho Dem-
ooratio, but I know and everyboday knows, that
there 18 practioally but one organization in
Brooklyn politics, and that i1s she MoLanghlin
ring.

‘“The lesson that Brooklyn people must take
to heart s just this fact $hat thure is but one
practioal party organization. They are deluded
by the ory eof partisanship. They insist on
speaking of the Republican and the Democratio
Parvy in munioipal affairs. So long as they thus
stick to party lines Isee no chance of throw-
ing off the present yoke,

**The two parties in Brooklyn, so far aslocal
eleotions go, are praotically one. The leaders
ol both, in 1y honest opinion, ara playing for
thesame ends. If thatis not s0 what a ramark-

able thing it ig that ¢wo of the candidates named
by the Republican Conventions within a few
yoars for Mayor, Gen. Catlin and Mayers, have
disocoverea after defeat that they were Demo-
orats and not Republicans, and have gone over
to the Democratic organization!

““The ring ocandidates,” said Mr. Hinrlchs,
‘““must nos be supported, however excellent the
nominations may appear to be, if the pueople of
Brooklyn svould have munleipal reform. I
know the {temptation is strong to support party
candidantes, especially whon they appesr §o be
men of character andibrains, but experience has
shown that thie ring candidate of Brookiyn is
not deserving of support simply bsocause he 1s
the ring candidate. No maon oan take the nomi-
nation from the ring and maintain his gelf
ragpect. .

* Brooklyn has had quite enough experience
with Mayors nominated by the ring and eleoted
by the people besause they ssemed to be men
who ootild be truated. Chapin was § man of
groat abillty, 88 his worst enomy will admit,
and thousands voted for him who were opposed
to the ring beoause they belioved that ho was a
man of such groat will power that he would
stand out against the ring Did be? If any-
body lhas not o satisfastory answer to that
question at hand, let him study the record of
Chapin’a administration.

Boody was pus forward as a man of scru-
pulous homesty, and I believe thkat the psople
generally so regarded him and voted for him
because they thought he would stand between
them and the ring Has he done 8o Hore we
have just had a Grand Jury censuring him and
stating their regrot that they could not indict
bim under the interpretation which the Dis-
trict Attorney placed on the law.

‘*8o0 I say no self-respecting man can afford
to accept the nmomination of the ring. It has
been the sepulohre of too many raputations. It
has doomed 100 many men supposed to be fair-
minded to political deetP."

The Demooratio politi{:lans of the Becond Sen-
storial District in Brooklyn are in a stato ol
suspense., President Miohael J. Coffey of the
Common Council and ex-President John AMo-
Carty are trying to arrdnge between them
which shall ba the next State Senator from this
distriot, and until the thing is fixed the Demo-
oratic politicians of the district want to know
what kind of a song to eing.

Mr, McCarty®is the present Senator from the
distriot, whioh has boen pulled out in ssveral
direcotions like & rabber map, to suit the chang-
ing exigencies of the times.

The matter will have to bo ssttled by the end
of this month, so far as Mr. Coffey is conocerned,
because, if he is to go to Albapny, he must reo-
sign from the Common Couneil at lesst 100

days before eleotion in order to ;be eligible for
the Legisiature.

The Red ook statesman 18 playing shy, and
Mr. McCGarty 18 keeping sflent. A renomination
18 concaded to SBenator McQarty if ho wants it

**The obstncle to his retirement,” says a ring
paper, **lies in the faot that he was 8o influen-
tial and ureful in the Senate that the Domo-
oratic organization cannot very well afford to
lose his services there, and for this reason is
looks very much as if he will be praotioally
forced to stand again.' ”

Reforonee is probably intended to Mr Mo-
Caity’'s sarvices last Winter in gettlng through
the Legislature the bill to prevent the indiot-
ment of the Aldesrmen and other otHeials for
their alleged part in the frauds of the Colum-
blan celebration bills,

* -

The friends of ex—Coux;ty Clerk John M. Ran-
kon were glad to hear on Friday that his at-
tending physician had pronounced bim out of
danger and on the fair road to recovery. Mr.

-Ranken had becon coniflned to his houss in

Hooper S8trect for some weeks with a gerlous
illness, and at one timo there were grave foars.
for his condition,

Mr. Ranken has long been ono of the leaders
of the Domoorats of the Nineteenth Ward. He
wont into the County Clerk’s ofice with the

name of being & rich man. He was not gen-
erally believed to be any richer st the end of his
terin.

On ong day, while ™ir. Ranken was conesidered

-to be in a critical condition, 200 persone called

at the housa to Ilnquire as to his welfare. As
8oon as he 13 able AMr. Ranken will go to the sea-
shore. .

Tho Brooklyn Aldermen are tinkering at City
Hasll Park oncs mers, This little spot has had a
melaneholy oxperience with the City Fathers,
The statues 0! Honry Ward Beoohoer has its baok
turned to the park in despair.

Peraons who pass the park and see a grass
plot thers one day are prepared to go there the
next day and gaze on a zoologioal garden.

At ono time there was a grove of treos in front
of the Clty IHull. Some politiclan complained
that the trees hid the beautifnl City Hall from
view, and the treeg were cut down.

At another time thers wasno prark, but mersly
a wide expanse of stone Bagging. For sowme

years thors has been a grass plot in frons of the
Clty Hall ornamented 10 & Krealer or less ox-

tens with a hibernating fountaln. Now tha
Aldermen propose to tie tho grass plos in a knos
&round the Ciiy Hall .

The Sunday-school pi‘onlo bas long been cele-
brated for its exvraordinary and abnormal effscs
on the price of e cream and fiannal ghirts, but
it was left for A. A, Low to dlscover thas the
Brooklyn Sunday-school pionic was a dendly
enemy of the ordinary shade tras.

This digcovery was imparted to Mayor Boody
on Friday by Mr. Low in his officilal oapacity as
President of the Tree-Planting and Fountain

Eociety. Mr. Low showad Mayor Boody & rag-
ged pleca of cardboard on which was advertised
the annual excursion of the Bands Btrest Me-
merial Mothodiat Eplaeopal Bunday S8shool.

I am not hostlle to Sunday-school ploniaa,’”
sald Mr. Low, * for I go to one every year, but
I think their promoters onght to bo kept from
mutilating the trees of our heautiful eity by
tacking notices like this to the bark.’?

City Works Commissloner Adams told the
Mayor he had done all he could to proteot the
90,000 trees of Brooklyn from ordioary van-
dais, but had been acoustomed to indulge S8un-
day-school pionics,strawberry festivals, and ice-
cream concerts.

Mayor Boody expressed sympathy with Mr.
Low, and the latter wlm:lrew with thankas.

The Republicans of ﬁrooklyn have alraady
begun to talk about their oandidates this Fall,
Ex-8onator Jacob Worth of the Board of Elec-
tions has been mentioned ifor Sheriff, Gen. Ed-

ward L. iMelifieanx has beon spoken of for
Mayor. and Charles A. Schisren’s gualifioations
for Supervisor at Large have been dlscussad,
Mr. Worth 1s a genial, jolly politiclan with
many friends. There is probably no man in
Brooklyn who would take the Sheriff’s offics
with morve alacrity. Afr. Worth's immediate
frisnds, 1t 1s sald, think thet something olse
would be more appropriato.
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