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ADAMSS BOSTON BAY BOOK

THE PIONEERS, ANTINOIMIANISH,
AND TOWN LIFE,

THREE EPISODES OF MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORY. The Scttlamentof Boston Bay, The
Antinomian Controveisy. A Study of Churoh
and Town Governmens. By Charles Francis
Adams. In two volumes. Sve.  DBosion aznd
New-Tork: Houghton, Miffitu & Co.

>

3ir. Adams’s sub-titles indicate for the
reader those three episodes in the history
of the Bay State te which the author has
devoted himself, and yet, in a sense,
this book is not more a book of State
bistory than it is one of town history,
that town being Braintree, and a por-
tion of c¢ld Breaintree that is now M
Adams’s native town of Quincy. Eighteen
Years have passad since his ationtion was
first closely drawn to the early settlement
of the rezion about Boston Bay. I'rom the
study of thissubjessbe wasnaturally drawn
into the study of tke history of Quiney,
within whose borders wers enacted many
of the leading events he has described
Mr. Adams, within his thousand pages, has
brought together an exiended mass of
facts :n Iacal hisiory. They are carefully
gronped and co-ordinated. and the author
supplies us with such independerce in
judgment, combined with a spiri’ of critical
and historical analysis, that the work, in-
stead of beiug a chronizie, is an extended
historiczl essay.

To the first settlement of Boston Bay
nineteen chapters are devoted. They re-
late to the Wessagusset and Salem pioneers,
to Morton and his adveniunres at Merrs
Mount, and they clcse with the founding
of Beston and the subsequent forturves of
Morton and others of Merry Mount. Of the
plague which practically swept away the
AMassachusettsIndians four years beforathe
landing at Plymouth, he says that Boston
Bay seems to have been its centre, and that
ot more than 5300 persons, of whom forty
were warriors, survived. These fow Indians
could not be said to occupy the country in
any real sense, and hence the way wasopen
to an ecasy invasion by the white men.
First of the men from Plymouth who ex-

lored Boston Bay was Miles Standish and

is tweive compabnions, three of whom were
Indians. Esarlier than Standish by seven
years had come Capt. John Smith, who

proneunced_the bay * the paradise of all
those parts.” Of early transactions with

the Indians, Mr. Adams writes without any |

bias toward the Pilgrim Fathers: *‘In the
matter of worldly cunning,” he says, ** the
God-fearing elders of Plymouth, with all
their simplieity. were far more than a
match for ary savage,” and he adds dis-
tinctly that when it came to the question
of surrcndering Squante to Massasoit, ac-
cording to their treaty with Massasoit,
they ** centrived to cvade the obligation.”

The character of Standish Mr. Adams
admiros. Before he arrived in New-Eng-
Jand Standish had mnever séen a savage.
burt the moment he came in contact with
one e knew by instinet how the savage
shonld be dealt witk. Standish never made
a2 mistake with tha Indians. He always
bore khimself in their presence ith bold-
ness, and yet he was friendly; he neither
perra:tted liberties nor gave evidence of
fear. Ju caces of stealing he always de-
manded restitution, apd an insult he re-
sented with promptness and force. Stand-
ish never had an opportunity to show his
railitary capacity on a large field, bat on
small ocecasions he proved to be some-
thiing more than merely a borp fighter. He
had correct insight into the methods and
characteristies 6f the men opposed to him,
and thus possessed one of the most impor-
tant attributes of a great military leader.

Morton prehably first came to Boston
Bay in June, 1622, remaining at Wessa-
gussoet during that Summer and returning
to Englaud in the Fall 1t is probable
that ie came back with Capt. Wollaston in
1661, and Mr. Adams inclines to the
opinion that Morton guided Wollaston’s
company to its destination. Morton’s
apologists will not find much in Mr.
Adums’s book to encourage them. He de-
scribes Morton as 3 man born a sportsman,
bred a lawyer, ingrained a humorist and an
adventurer, who “ by some odd freak of
destiny was flung up as a waif in the
wilderness on the shores of Boston Bay.”
He liked the life he fecund there. for he had
2 robust frame, ané was fonéd of nature and
sport, and murecver, ‘‘was omne of those
whom the barsh, varieble New-England
climate, with its brilliant skies, its bracing
atmosphere, its rasping ocean winds, and
its extremes of heat and cold does not kill
—and such it exhiiarates.”

In a {foot note, Mr. Adams attributes
the apologies that have been made for
Morton to sectarianisin, Morton hav-
ing posed in his own time as a Charch
of England martyr. and men of our
time having taken him at his word. But
be was, in fact. according to Mr. Adams,
¢ a born Bohemian and reckless libartine,
without either morals or religion. and he
probably eared no more for thie Chorch of
England than he did for thav of Komea”
Morron’s book. from beginning to ond, is
“satarated with revelry and scofing.” Ha
wasan “amusing old debauchee and tippler.
who attempied to become a morivr at
ci:ce, or at least as nearly the sambian<ec of
one as he could make himself.”

By the year 1627 Mr. Adams thinks that
as many =2s fiffy human beings of all ages
and both sexes were living in separate com-
mutities en the shores of Boston Bay, but
none of them were in Boston. John Endi-
cett’s coming to the bay occurred a year
larer, in 1628, just three months after
Standish’s  *‘energetic abatement of the
Merry Mount nuisance.” Aorxrten probably
reached England at just aboot the time
that KEudicott sct foot on share in Salem.
It was an advantage possessed by Endicott
over other pioneers who came before him,
that ke and his associatee not only
had some property, and came not sa ad-
venturers. butr with fixed purposer never
to retura to the old country. Seo rapidly
did the Bav Company go forward with its
work that in the Autumn of 1829 about
100 persons are believed to have been liv-
ing in or near Charlestown, anéd the build-
ing had been erected which was afterward
tc become the meeting house.

After the attack on the charter, growth
set in more heavily, and in 1634 the colony
far exceeded in wealth and population
thie older settlement ut Plymouth.” Some-
thing more than 1.000 English people were
now distributed amony some twenty bam-
lets. and Bosten presented some appear-
ance of a town of log hnts and rude frame
buildings, with a meeting honse fer the
chief editice. By this time the setilers began
to desire more land. it was a peculiarity
of the Massachursits e that they. more
thane the men of Plymouthk, retained
the familiar Englishk fondnezs for ianded
possessions. When, finally, tha peuninsula
of Bostuit berame too small 1o satis{y sm-
bition., steps woere taxken (o ind “*conven-
jent enlargement™ ot dMonnt Waoliaston,
~wwhieh is now Quiney, and seon that tarri-
tory was addoed o Noeton as a sort of
oatlying depeuditcey.

Thus fairly oo the road to prosparity,
these conmimnnitiva were scon to {ind them-
selves castinte the (hrocs of the imemora-
ble antinomian controversy »i which .Jjonn
Wheelwright and Anns Hutcliinson were
the prominent iziures a5 they were aisv the
celebrated wictiui~.  Mi. Adams remarks
that the coloay for miore than a century
and a haif “bore the -leen pit marks of
those controversies”  Antincemianisin in
+hat rolouy wassomethior more than a ye-
lizingsz 4aizpuie. Asa protest agaiast for-
mulas iv was the firsi of many guickenings
ic the directivn of intcliceiual and polit-
eal Gevelopment. Buiit the yeuar 1437 1o
ceil a 1aap an andazmian was * gnother
wayv of calling him o lawless livertinecr a
farncinns revoiniionist’
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scendental, she might perliaps noet inapis-
ly be termed *‘the great prototype of
that misty school” and the fate that
overtook her after her condemnatior was
in part the result_of her desire for éxcite-
ment and notoriety, without which she
could not be happy. Finding that as a
sensation she had become a person of the
past, she felt impelled to travel. In this
fact Mr. Adams finds the true explaiation
of her removal to the Dutch séttlenient at;
the mouth of the Hudson, where the In-
dinns fell upon and killed her.

Hr. Adams, on the other hand, finds no
defense for the suppression of antinomian-
ism wkhich does not alone defend the entire
system of religionsand politicalintolerance
that then existed. He says it is ** impossi-
ble to ignore the fact and more than use-
less to deny it, that the New-England Puri-
tans were essentially a persecuting race.

John Wheelwright, the other eminent
martyr in that controversy, was a minister
in what is now Quinecy. Mr. Adams believes
that Mr. Wheelwright's parishioners ** sym-
pathized fully in his views.” Itisto this
town of Braiutree, and especially to the
part seb off as Quincy, that his third
**episode” rclates. The facts disclosed are
of interest quite all:art from their local in-
terest. We may take Qumcy for a typical
New-England town. ‘What was trae of it
was true of many other places. Houses

that belonged to the landed gentry
are described as representing times
when 1little property except land ex-

isted, and hence they -were the homes
of the eminent families of the period. Mr.
Adams estimates that the entire accumnula-
tions in Braintree and Quincy for the 190
years ending as 1830 showed themselves
opn the surface as land and bnildings, and
the total he estimates as not more than
$1,500,000. On this showing he bases a
farther one that the average annual ac-
cumulation in Braintree could mnot have
been more than §8,000. ‘To reach this he
malkes allowance for the goods and money
brought from England. Each family in
1830 must have had, he thinks, an average
of property of some kind worth $1,000.

It is with the chapters on this and re-
lated topies, such as those which affect
social life, habits, customs. &c., that the
second volume is nearly filied. An ex-
ample of the interest Mr. Adams gives to
such topics may be found in the following
passage concerning the universal use of
strong drink on farms:

“ Recurring to the regular use of spirits in
connection with all agricultaral work, it is not
easy now to get any correct idea of what must
have been the physical condition of the average
farm laborer during the New-England haying
season of a century ago. He worked with
scythe or fork from ten to twelve hours of the
July day, and the unnatural heart action neces-
sarily ineident to exertion of this kind was then
stimuleted by draughts of cider, reinforced Ly
an infugion of New-England rum. How, with

blood mnatarally fevered by lest, and
throat and tongue artiticially coated by
alcoholic stimulants, the laborer of
those times slept at all, after a day

in the haying field, is difficult to understand.
Every rule of health or prinoiple of physiology,
as now understood, was not only disregarded,
but habitually set at defiance. Under the mid-
day heat of an almost vertical sun, men worked
with hardly an Intermission, while such meats as
thay ate were strongly impregnated with salt,
and the oraving of thirst was sssuaxed by
draughbts of a tiery stimulant.”
—_———e—

IWONDERS IN THE SOUIHIWWEST

SOME STRANGE CORNERS OF OUR COUN-.
TRY. THE WONDERLAND
SOUTHWEST. By Charles F. Lunmmis.
York: The Contury Compsary.

Mr. Lummis hopes to live to see Ameri-
cans proud of knowing America and
ashamed not to know it. He marvels that
men should go to Australia in order to see
boomerang throwers when the Pueblo In-
diaps kill thousands of rabbits with a
weapon heretofore believed to be used
only by bushmen. Impossible stories are
told of East Indian jugglers who climb up
rope ladders which hook on to nothing, but
Mr. Lummis says there are in North Amer-
ica half-civilized magicians who would
**give points ” to the Hindus. Again, why
should we go to Ober-Ammergau to see the

Passion Play when in New-Mexico one may
wituess, if he has the heart to do so, 2
passion reality ? As for snake charmers,
what is a cobra to a_rattler? The Moquj,
in his sacred dance, does his peculiar busi-
ness with serpents in a way which far out-
does the ablest snake oharmers of the
East. Mr. Lummnis remarks that these *‘ are
but a few of thg strange things at home of
which we know not’’; and there are thou-
sands of others, and ‘ if it shallever become
as fashionable to write about America as it
is about Africa, we shall have the chance
to learn that in the heart of the most civil-
ized nation on earth are still savage peoples,
whose customsare stranger and more inter-
esting than thosse of the Congo.”

Would you have desolation? Why seek
the Sahara? We have the so-called
Great American Desert, 1,500 miles long
from north to south aund nearly bhalf as
wide, where may be had a Summer heat of
1869, in which a piece of metal which has
lain in the sun °* can no more be handled
than could a red-hot stove.” 1t is not heat
alone which astonishes you, for you may
Lo benumbed by the cold. Mr. Lummis
sayvs that a change of 809 in a few hours is
not rare, and **no Arabian simoom is dead-
lier than the saudstorm of the Colorado
Desert.” It holds back an express train.
Once ecaught in such a sandstorm,
**there is no facing or breathing that
atmosphere of alkaline sand. whose light-
est whntt inflames eyes, nose, and throat
almost past endurance.” How few persons
know that there are camels in that God-
torsaken land! Years ago for purposes of
transpertation camels were imported from
Africa. Either we did not understand the
management of the ship of the desert or the
mule wasfound better adapted te our wants,
for the camels were permitted to oescape to
the desert, where they made themseives at
home, and ‘" there they roumn vo-day, wild
as deer, but apparently prospering, and
now and then frichtening the wits nearly
out of some ignorant prospector who strays
into their grimm domain.”

There is nothing in this world that can
surpass in grandeur the Grand Caidon of
the Coloradqo. Take the taliest mountain
east of the Rockies, - dig down around its
base a couple of thousand feet so as to get
to tho sea level, uproot the whole giant
mass and pitceh it into the deepest of the
Graund Canhon of the Colorado, and its gran-
ite top would not reach up the dizzy crests
of the clitf which wall the awful bed of
that muddy river.” Think of a chasm so
wide and so deep that if you had
the North River there runuing between tho
clifis, **it would look like a silver thread.”
Mr. Lummis quotes Mr. Charles Dn dler
Warner, who wrote that some one said all
that was needed to perfect tiie scene was a
Niagara Falls, but he thought of the poor
figare a fall 150 feet higi and 3,000 feet
long would make in this arena, forit would
need a spyglass 1o discover it.  Mr. YWarner
thought an adequate Niagara °“shouid be
at least three miies in breadth and fall
2,000 fezt ovoer one of these walls.”

Mr. Lummis telis much that isinteresting
of the Zunis, Navajos, and Pueblos. The
prayer wheels of Burmah we wonder at,
but the ucblos have their prayer sticks,
which answer the same purpose, only our
Indian’s idea is the prestier. Lhere is no
cogwheel business in it. The Indian binds
4 ieather to a stick, puts the stake in the
ground, and as the wind blows the plume
tlutters, and so the spirits are propitiated.
Around ihe remote pueblo of Zuni Mr
Lumuwis has counted over 3,000 of these
strange invocationg in one day’s ramble.
We do not_know why & Navajo should be
afraid of bis mother-in-iaw, but i bty any
evil chance he happens to »ateh & glinmpse
of her, ' it takes a8 vast amount of fusting
and prayer before Lo feeissccure from dan-
gerous resulos.’”

Marvelous are tic tricks of the Shamans,
who do not perform for money, but for re-
ligion’s sake. Hsaving none of the cabinets,
wiyrors, false-bottom cases, or otiicr appli-
auces of our stage wizards, and lacking the
convenient sleeves and pockets, their tricks
*are dene with 2 bare room, with s hard
clay Hoor, under which are no springs or
wires, with 10 accessories whatever.” How
would Mr Herrnsnn manages to draw out
ci his mouth * a foot-long branch of the
myriad-Urissiing backhorn cactus”? A
magicisn,within asmall lodge, can make the
thundar veverterste, snd catch a flash of
fovrzed lightping. The prattiess trick must
be she planting af & oorn sesd in the morn-
ing. By noon there in a tasseled-out piant,
snd by sunser it has silk-fopnred ears of
gorn. How the t1ick is performed HMr.
Luminis 225 never Leen able “to form so
muck: a2 & satisfasiery gusss ; but done it
is. ag plpialy as eyes aver saw  anything
done, and spparexily with ze ltile chance
fot deception.”

chapter sentaieing mueh that 12 novel
ia the gne wvoritied *“Vhe Praving Smoke.”
Thero iz puch abou? wmoking which we
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have yet to learn, Itis oily of late rthat
we are assured that Gietks ahd Romuns
used pipes, and it is snpposable that they
smoked something or other which was not
tobacco. Mr. Lumwis believes, that bofore
the advent of the Spaniard and the intro-
duction of tolacco, these Pueblo Indigns
smoked. Tho ancient substitutes ior
tobacco were twe herbs known

Tigna a8 ku-a-rée ahd pée-en-hish.’
Ths author says these were highly
aromatic horbs, but, as the Indians ob-
gerve, they didn’t ‘‘ make drunk, so much”
as tobacco. The aboriginal smoked a kind
of cigarette. The pith of a reed twas re-
moved and filled with theé aromatic herbs.
It is not, however, certiin that tobacco
was not in use. We are discovering every
day that among primitive people there
were interchanges of many commodities.

I
7

co, coming from further south or from the
gast. was known at least by the Pueblo In-
ian.
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FACTS ABOUT OLD ENGLAND,

THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE LIBRARY.
Being a Classified Collection of the Chief Con-
tents of the Gentleman’s Magazine from 1731 to
1868. Edited by George Laurence Gomme, F. 8.
A. New-York snd Boston: Houghton, Mifllin
& Co.

Mr. Gomme is both collector and collator,
and he has found in the Gentleman’s AMaga-
zine a vast amount of curious and inter-
esting matter. In the present volume he
treats of English topography, restricting
himself to Cambridgeshire and Cumber-
land. In working over the old material he
is judicious as to the editing of it, only
omitting passages where former contribu-
tors “ thought a little sentiment in John-
sonian phraseology would illumine the
facts they wrote about.” Some passages,
however grandiloquent with the reverber-
ations Jf a past style, are, however, dis-
coverable, and we do inot hesitate in de-
claring & certain liking for them.

The old relationship between England
and America is found in many a name
given to cities, towns, hamlets, rivers,
lakes, and the seats of the gentry. There
are no names of people going back even
800 years ago +which are not familiar
to us. Some of them you will find on
the doorplates of the people who live
to-day 1n your own street. Still, com-

paratively speaking, we are of yester-
day. Nothing like what happened to a firm
of cutlers in Chester, England, could ever
find its counterpart in Chester, Del. Want-
ing cellar room. the Inglish cutlers deter-
mined to clear out the rubbish nnder their
workshop, and they found that beneath
thewn was a chapel with arches beautifully
groined, resting on pilasters, and that there
were niches for holy water and steps to
an altar. 1t could only be a surmise what
had been there, but it was supposedly a
gortion of an old monastery; the remem-
rance of which had long been losY.,

Nice little bits, showing derivations of
English words, are discoverable when you
rake over the clinkers of the past, for some-
thing crystallizes and remains unsplin-
tered. These was St. Etheldreda, daugh-
ter of the Kiug of East Anglia, who was
foundress of a monastery in the Cami-
bridge of the seventh century. Ethel-
dreda, being a word of four syliables, was
not convenient as an address for a saint,
and so the Anglo-Saxons, with theirnatural
tendency to clip things, called her for short
‘* St. Audrey.” hete was a fair at Ely,
and hereribbons were sold, aud St. Audrey’s
shrine was at Ely. The wvalue of the rib-
bons was singularly enhanced if they were
placed on St. Audrey’s shrine, and so the
name was given them of **St. Audrey’s
ribands.” Our present word “tawdry,”
which, according to the best authorities,
means whatever is ‘‘ vulgarly showy in
dress,” is derived trom this good saint.

There are many stories relative to per-
sous who, supposedly dead, have come to
life again. The probability is that such
cases never occur to-day. The only really
authentic one seems to be that of the Abbé
Prevost in the last century. A contributor
to the Gentleman's Magazine of forty years
ago presents the story of Lady Edgcumbe,
who lived in 1748. Lady Edgcumbe was
ill, and to all appearances died, and her

body **was deposited in the fam-
ily wvault of the garish chureh.”
The sexton covete a massive
 gold ring om her Iladvship’s i{inger,

and so forced open the cofiin and tried to
. pull off the ring from Lady Edgcumbe’s
' finger. *‘The body moved in the coffin, and
such was the terror of the man that he ran
away as fast as he counld. leaving his lan-
| tern behind him. Lady Edgeumbe arose,
' astonished to find herself dressed in her
grave clothes and numbered with the
tenants of the vault. She took the lantern
and proceeded at once to_the mansion.”
Her Ladyship got along quite comfortably
after that experience, for she became the
mother of Sir Richard Edgeumbe. The
story has often been repeated, and is still
believed. When her Ladyship did actually
die, she went to her rest in a very heavy
oak coffin well secured by screws.

Ancient local life in England is passing
away, and what happened in the homes
of the people stands & poorer chance of
future recognition than the doings of
Kings and nobles in their palaces and cas-
tles. 1t was the villagers in the old Eng-
land that impressed their characters on
that progemy, made America what it
is, and so the modern writer of history
will seek for informatior in thas wvolumes
Mr. Gomme is making.

———

OLD AND NEW PERT.

LATIN.AMERICAN REPUBLICS. A History of
Peru. By Clements R. Afariiham. Clhicago:
Charles . Sergel & Co.

The history of Peru is an interesting
one, as she was among the firsi to
break away from Spain, and ever since
then she has been struggling in the face of
difficulty ‘“to establish a national exist-
ence based on well-ordered liberty.” To
understand her history the physical feat-
ures of the country must lirst be studied.
Uwon this conformation has depended its
varying condition. The Peruvian Andes
stretch in three chains through the land
and are desiguated as Maritime, Ceniral,
and Eastern. Between the Maritime and
Central chains thereis n ¢old and lofty re-
gion. Thers is greater width between the
Central and Xastera Cordilieras, with
plains and rtich valleys. The Eastern
Andes is a continunous_range, pierced, how-
ever, by 8ix rivors. Betwoen tho Cenbral
and bastern chain the $ierra was once the
seat of Inca civilization. _Between the
Andes and the ocean the width of the land
has ouly an average of twenty miles.

Mountains affecting climate, it is theamore
distant ranges that precipitate the water-
laden air from the Atlantic side, draining
it of its moisture, and so for certain sea-
sons there falls no rain on the coast. The
diﬁ"{culties of communication in former
periods must have been insurmountable.
Climatic influences exert no small power
on a people. It the long past it was in the
mountainous region of Peru, where the
climate was temperate, that the Incas roso
in power and civilization, Mr., Markham
devotes several well-written chapters to
the aboriginal history of Peru. It is not
clearly proved that the power of Incas
had been weakened in the country prior to
ithe conguest. What the Spaniards under
Pizarro found was a country ** densely pop-
ulated by a docile, intelligent, and indus-
etrious race.”

The story of the conquest and of the
civil wars which followed it is almost
bewilderigg aftrer the peaceful narrative
of Imea civilization. Thers was horrible
confusion in Peru, and Charles V. tried to
bring the rich realm under Spanisii_ad-
ministrative rule. The first viceroy, Don
Andres Hurtado de Mendoza. Marquis of
Cahete. entered Lima in 1556.  After Mon-
doza followed Viceroy after Viceroy. Some
had good intentions and were fairly intelli-
gent, but the main idea of Spain was that
a colonyv was fitted for nothing but to sup-
ply the mother country with money. De-
mands, then, for silver and geld were
iccreasing. Indians were tgn:e(i Insgur-
rections were constant. Spain gave noth-
ing and took everything. The wmother
country introduesd the vine, the sugur
cane, and a few vegotables, and. as the an-
1iior writes it, ‘‘ these products of the carth
introduced from the Old Worid are the
only benefits which Peru derived from her
connoction with Spain.”? .

Notwithstanding Viceroys and Bishops

the condition of the conatry was gettiag

There isrezgon, thon, to suppvose that tobac- |

- Worse ,q,rid ‘?oté_éi ) Foréed labor at the
- mines killed off thé Indians.

“In acent.
ury nine-tenths of the people [in certain
districts] had 'been . déstroyed by over-
work and _cruelty.” But all Spaniards
were not bad. In the middle of tho sqven-
teenth century Juiu de Padilla raised hie
voice agiinst the atrocious system, but he
was poisoned., The last Viceroy wasde la
Pezuela. In 1817 he reported to the Home
Government the desperate condition of
affairs. In Buenos Ayres José de San Mar-
tin prepared men and means for the eman-
cipation of Peru, The initial moyement be-
gan in 1814, The war of independence
was a long and bloody one, and freedom
wasg gained at Ayacucho in 1824. In 1825
a decree was passed making a new re-
public, Bolivia, out’of Upper Peru.

The history of Peru from President Ga-
niawa in 1829, to the Presidents Balta
and Prado of recent dates does not afford
pleasant reading. The sales of guano
and nitrates, ffom which the Govern-
ment derived its resources, instead of
benefiting the country, were disadvanta-
geoas, aving too great means for the
time being, Peru entered into n reckless
coursé of expenditure. Her nitrates and
the money to be had from them aroused
the jealousy of Chile. The recent misfort-
unes excite sympathies. Her sufiorings
were intense, for Chile was merciless and
oxacting. Peru_has shown the utmost
heroism in her hour of affliction, and is
working manfully for her rehabilitation.
Her resources are immense, and only pro-
viding there is internal peace, in ton years
she will stand among the #£rst of the
Latin-American republics.

—_——

THREE NOVELS.

—_———

PRINCE SEREBRYANI. A Novel of the Times
of Ivan the Terrible. By Count Alexis Tol-
stol. Translated by Jeremiah Curtin. Now-
York: Dodq, Mead & Co.

UNDER PRESSURE. By the Marochesa Theodoli.
New-York: Macmillan & Co.

ZACHARY PHIPS. By Edwin Lassetter Bynner.
Boston and New-York: Houghton, Mifilin &
Co.

‘Wonderful indeed is the man who has en-
thusiasm sufficient to study the ancient
history of that Russian region drained by
the Dhnieper. DMr. Jeremiah Curtin, in
translating Count Alexis Tolstoi’s histor-
ical novel, shows himself an adept, and in
his preface describes many things having
to do with Kiev, Galicia, Poland, Lithu-
ania, Finland, Astrakhan, the Crimea, and
Moscow. You may get some idea of the
horrible conditions which existed in Rus-

sia when a dozen barbarous Princes were
fighting for supremacy. ‘I'sars and Metro-
politans were invariably at outs. Somel}ody
always was calling somebody else a traitor.
There were the bad Shniskis and the
wicked boyars,
Ivan, but it is with some sense of com-
fort that the reader learns how Ivan was
tinally extinguished by the Shuiskis, the

Kurbskis disappeared forever, and * the
destinies of Russia were confided to new
men.”” Count Alexis, who is not to be con--
founded with Leo Tolstoi, writes a historic-
al triology about that peculiar fiend called
Ivan the Terrible. Never was there an
Apache who had such savage instincts.

Nero in point of cruelty was awxa sucking
babe to Lvan. He had the thirst of blood.

In one of the chapters Ivan, at the head of
his troops, proceeds to the grand square and
is clad in uniform. ‘ The top of his helmet
was ornamented with an enameled picture
of the Saviour, and on the sides
the mother of God, John the Baptist,
and different saints.” As a decoration
his horso had in lieu of a tassel a dog’s
head. The Tsar was present to give his
sanction to a huge serics of executions and
tortures, which were similar to those em-
ployed by the aboriginal Mexicans in the
performance of their religious rites. Count
Tolstoi’s description of the imperial orgies
is excellent.’ Somehow or other modern
sympathies are not in unison with such
brutal scenes as were enacted in Russia in
the sixteenth century. Individual bold-
ness and courage there were, as shown by
the hero of ** Prince Serebryani,” and fideli-
ty,asin hishenchman Miheich,but the read-
er is inclined to have a surfeit of horrors
when he reads of the deluge of human
blood that flowed in those days.

You might think that Lavinia and Bianca
n *“Under Pressure’” were the Blanche-
lore and Rose of Théophile Gautiei’s me-
lieval story, only the daughters of the
Princess Astallilive in the Rome of to-
iay. The Princess rules the Palazzo As-
.alli and her daughters with a rod of iron.
Both father and mother are types of the
aast, and expect implicit obedience from
sheir twin daunghters. DBianca has been

singled out for the Church because she
s 1ot the better favored of the two. er
‘nother would have her be a Carmelite,
sut the girl, who has a great soul, revolts,
ind wants to be a Sister of Charity. so
;hat she may do some good in this world.
Lavinia is to be married, and one day
ier mother says to her, all in one
reath, **Pin up your braids, for you
ire betrothed.” Then there is a flutter in
;he dovecote, Even tho name of the man
she is to share her lot with she does
10t know. Roman ctiquette would not
yermit a girl’s even whispering the name
of her suitor. It is Uberto Casale, son of
she Marchese de Vallinfreda, she is to mar-
ry. On her part it is love at first sight, for
Jberto is so handsome and kind, and to
10T extreme delight she discovers that he
1ad lost his heart to her long before.
‘tverything secems to be going along swim-
‘ningly. 'The formal betrothal takes place.
‘'he most wminute papers are drawn up, And
~he marriage is in the immediate future,
‘vhen Uberto’s father suddenly dies, and
he fortune Uberto was to have had
is lost to him for want of a will
'lhen the Princess deeclares that the
marriage is off. But both Uberto and
Lavinia have so much love for each other
1that they defy the Princess. Even the
pious Bianca is in revelt and sides with
lier beautiful sister. There never was such
. revolution in the Palazzo Astalli. That
(lear old priest 'ather Amntonio is with the
Jovers, and unwittingly he servestheyoung
people and thwarts the clever tricks of the
inserupulous Princess. The conclusion is
:» happy one. Lavinia marries the man she
loves and Bianca becomes a Sister of Char-
ity. The fiction is cleverly put together
:nd the ways and manners of a princely
1loinan house are well described.

Mr. Bynner’s hero is a fairly bad Boston
1 oy—that is, at the beginning of his ca-
reer—but in time Zachary Phips becomes
vvhat might be called an ornament of so-
ciety. Zachary when a lad forms a part

«f Burr’s expedition, and the arch traitor’s
12anner and appearance are described.
Many episodes of historical importance oc-
curring iu the first quarter of the present
century are worked into the fiction. Zach
goes to England and is attached to Dr.
T.ush and the American Embassy. Phips
i immpressed by a man with *a beaked nose
and cold gray eyes.” It is the Duke of
V/ellington. Malee is an Indian girl who
figures in the story. ‘“Zachary Phips?” is
vrritten for the major part in dinlogue, and
the interest is well sustained.
WVETT BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS
»

A memoir of Sarah Childress Polk, the
T resident’s wife, and for forty years his
sirvivor at her homo in Nashville, has
been written by Anson and Fanny Nelson,
and the Messrs. Randolph bring it out in
an illustrated and well-printed duodecimo

voiume. Mrs. Polk was a sickly child, and
yvet shoe lived only two years short of nine
decades. Bhe first met her husband in early
youth, and was his coustant com: anion
and confidant so long as he lived. At Nash-
ville, in hier youth. shie had attended a ball
given by Gean. Jackson. UnderJohnt niney
Adams’s Administration sho had ni. le the
long journey with Polk to Wasl ngton
vhere he was to serve as member [ Con-

gress. Whily Pollt was Governor of Ten-
nessce, ashe iived with him in a house
ruting  for §590, his salary ucing
€2,000. It was__while she <was mis-
tess of the White House that gas
vas first used there. Such are soie of
t10 entertaining faects belonging to the
yeare vvhen hor husband was living, i'olk
died iu 1850, and thus his widow had the
¢ivil war and forty years beforo her. She

lost heavily in property tkrongh the war,
hut 2% her Nashville homuts was the reci riens
of respect and honor from the Union sol-
diers. Later years saw —any men of note

aying respects to the aged lady. Simon
Ehmaron svas one of these and George
Eancrott another, JLdtest among the

| acmber wag “Grover Oleveland,” who

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

who wanted to deposc

_ the

was accompanied by his wife. Mrs. Pol]
entered the Whits House in 1845, Mrs
Cleveland entered it just forty yéears latér—
in 1885. )

_William 8. Baker’s ‘ Itiherary of Geén
Washington,” issued by the Messrs. Lippin
cott, is an extended enlargement of Mt
Baker’s itinerary originally published ir

magazino form. As now published, itmakeo:s
an octavo of 534 pagos, the tybe bsing
large, the paper exéellent, and the binding
strong and agtractive in its _blue
cloth sides and with _canvas back,
While in color the binding does not
correspond to the Putnam odition of
Washington’s writings, the volume is
otherwisoe an excellent match for that edi-
tion, and, on the whole, it was perhaps
better that the binding should be of an-
other color. Mr. Baker, in this work, has
done a_thoroughly good piece of compila-
tion. Waslhington’s doings for the years
of the Revolution are embraced in it, and
we can recall few publications of recent
years that would interest a student of
Aicerfcan history in 2 higher degree.
Under_ date of June 15, 1775, for
example, we have an extract I{rom
ournal of Coungress detailing the
acts by which Washington was made com-
mander of the Continental forces, and
under June 17, besides the resolution pledg-
ing the support of Congress, a passage
from a letter Adams wrote to_his wife in-
forming her that Congress had chosen

‘‘the modest and virtuous, the amiable,
enerous, and brave George Washington,
Ssq.” Similar extracts from letters,
memoirs, newspapers, &c., covering a wide
field of research, thus arranged under
dates and showing where Washington spent
each day, 1ill out a record of pecculiar in-
terest that is sustained to the end. For so
fine a specimen of book manufacturing,
icho publishers have made the price very
oYw.

Jane Austen’s * Mansfield Park” has
made its appearance «in the charming
Macmillan edition of her works, edited by
Reginald B. Johnson. The two volumes
each have three small etchings.  Mr. John-
son’s brief preface tells of the circum-
stances in which the book first was pub-
lished and quotes interesting passages from
the letters of Miss Austen.

**Little Folk Lyrics,” by Frank Demp-
ster Sherman, (Houghton, Mifilin & Co.,) is
a dainty little volume devoted to verse
and suitable for young persons. The poetic
femperainent in children is something to be
brought forward and encouraged. The
nursery rhyme is good enough in its way,
but a better-constructed verse, ap ealing to
young people’s thoughts, is something hard
to find. In Mr. Sherman’s volume the
subjects are varied, but all are treated
with skill, and there are bits which are
highly amusing, as

‘* Bees don’t care about the snow.
I can tell you why that's 0.

‘““Onoe I caught a little bee
Who was n:uch too warm for me.”

A lifetime spent in the United States
never can prevent g Scotchman from re-
membering his own country. Thomas C.

Latto’s * Memorials of Auld Lang Syne,”
(Paisley: Alexander Gardner,) recalls days
that long since passed away. The leading
poem is entitled “'The School Examina-
tion,” in which Mr. Latto tells the happy
hours of his bovhood. Picturesquely he
describes the schoolhouse:
‘““ Hard by that far-famed cape, the auld East
§euk o' Fife. . .
A low-roofed schoolhouse greets the stran-
ger’s aye,
Its belfry peeping thro’ the leafy screen,
Where day by day a stately man serense,
Administers his rigid Spartan laws,
Tralning rude urchins by an instinoct keen,
With oareful precept and grave look that
awes,
Eke with Draconian hint, persuasive from
the tawes.”

It isnot with poetical license that Mr,
Latto telis of the course of study carried -
out for lads iu a fairly remote portion of
Scotland. The branches of learning were
many, and the classiecs were not over-
looked: ;
' Tmperial Homer’s rolling lines resound, i

Achilles” wrath is thanderead out with force,

Andromache and Prinm’s grief profound,

When Hector, slain, s dragged along the
oourse.”

The poem of the ‘“Norlan’ Sea” has tone
and quality. We quote the two concluding
3tanzas:

*“ Then of a Summer’s eve, whoen foll

Long shadows on the ocean swell,

With all the joys that swimmers know

I launched forth from thy crags, Airbo!

The timorvous seal had naught to dread,

Sen mews went skirling overhead,

Whilst I enjoyed with rapturous thrills

The grandeur of those liql{id hilas.
¢ Bae, changeless mother! I return;

Bare thy dear breast and welcome me,

Grand, glassy, gray, old Norlan’ Sea!”

The Rev. Dr. J. M. Buckley’s serics of
papers on “ Faith Healing, Christian Sci-
snce, and Kindred Phenomena ” have been

srought together in g well-printed and at-
sractively-bound volume issned by the
Century Company. Dr. Buckley’s array of
zases bearing on the subjects of which he
sreats is large and interesting. But heis
practical and hard-headed. In a preface,
1e prepares the reader tor the point of
7riew. * So long.,” says he, ‘““as it is pos-
iible to find a rational explanation of what
i1nquestionably is. there is no reason to
juspect, and it is supeorstition to assume,
;he operation of supernatural causes.” 3

The edition for 1892-3 of the ** Ameri-
xan Law Directory,” published by J. B.
artindale of Chicago, shows the work to
8 in its twenty-fifth year. This volume
f over 800 pages is a directory of lawyers
n all the towns and cities of the United
jtates and Canada. Besidesnamesand ad-
lresses, it gives ratings, except in a few
arge cities. A private key accompaniecs
:ach volumo in cases where it has been reg-
tlarly applied for. This application iu-
rolves an agreement to treat the key with
triet privacy in a place apart irom the
lirectory itself.

Volume XXXIIL of the * Dictionary of
lational Biography,” (Macmillan,) extends
o Leigh. Early in its pages appears Walter
iavage Landor, whose story is told by
seslie Stephen. He and his brother Robert
ro the only ones of the name who have a
ketch in this dictionary. Al the distince-
ion in that family was therefore theirs.
Yther eminent men whom we find here are
.andseer, Jebhn and lenry Lawrence, and
ohn Law.

Anne Reove Aldricli’s ** Songs about Life,
sove, and Death” (Scribner’s) are posthu-
aous. She had arranged for their pub-

ication before her illness began. With
ne exception, they now appear in the pre-
ise form in which she left them. ‘I’he ex-
eption is a poem called ‘ Death at Dav-
reak,” whiech was dictated during her
lIness, when she was too weak to hold a
en. It so happened that Miss Aldrich died
1st before the dawn on June 28 of this
ecar. The volume has been beantifully
rinted and bound. 'T'he poems it coutains
re all short. Mainly they are the ontcome
f sad moods, and in some of there tharve is
ower. )




