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'THE HONORABLE SENATE

4 COWARDLY BLOW AT AN HONKS]
£ EMPLOYE'S REPUTATION.

§OE OGTCOME OF IT8 JEALOUS DESIRE
TO HIDE ITS PROCEEDINGS IN EX-
ECUTIVE SESSION—FALSE CHARGES
AGAINST EXECUTIVE CLERK YOUNG.

. WASBINGTON, March 27.—'The honorable
Sanate,” in its fretful and jealous desire abao-
lutely to exolude the public from all knowledge
of the work that it does with closed doors, i3
on the point of dolng somethling that will entitle
2% to be stripped ofits high-gounding and mislead-
ing deseription.

Exasperated beyond endurance at the fullness
end socuracy of the reports of the executive
eossion of Wednesday last, as given in THE
Tiues and some other papers, when the re-
marks of several Senators and the injunotion of
B{r. Bherman to observe the strictest secraoy
were given with more than usual acouracy, the
* honorable ” body has been seized with a de-
termination, encouraged by the contriver of the
expensive and useless Smelling Committee of

t sesslon, to make an example of somebody.

There are two sets of officers of the Senate.
Ono force of clerks, under the direotion of Clerk
Johunson, ocoupies the desk during the open ses-
gion, and the other, which is direotly under the
control of Secretary McCook, is called in when
the Senate goes into exeontive session. The
execcutive force keeps the records of the pro-
ceedings of the close sessions, the entries show-
Inz tho nominations sent from the President,
and the aotion of the committees upon them,
a2ad. when the nominations are confirmed or
rsjected, they make note of the transactions.
Those clerks are Col. Morrow, Mr. S8hanklin, and
James R. Young. They ars all sworn, as are
other employes of the Senats, to observe the
rales, among which is one to guard all the
secrots of the executive sessions and to hold
them inviolate. That the clerks of tue Senate
have regarded this obligation may be assumed
Irom the fact that there is no recollection, in the

inemory of anybody now in service here, thag
the charge of infidelity was ever heard against
eny of them.

At the Thuarsday session of the Senate, when
the doors were locked and the Senate was about
10 proceed to executive business, all of the em-
Pployes who have been allowed to be present
during the executive sessions, inoluding the
executive clerks and Mr. Bassett, who has been
upward of sixty years In the service of the
body, were turned out, very much to their sur-
prise. After their expulsion an attack was be-

run by several SBenators upon Executive Clerk
oung, and it 1s understood that Senators ar-
gned that it was impossible, with the precau-
tions that had been taken to prevent the leak-
agoe of executive session secrets, for the re-
marks of SBepators, reported with reasonable
accuracy and with so much exaot language, to
got into print unless they were repeated by
some one who was present and was skillful
ehough a8 8 writer to put them into shape.

These astute Benators went further. They
suggested, In the eafe privaoy of the executive
seasion, what they woald be ashamed, if they
sre governed by any notions of decency or fair-
ness, to0 assert in an open sesslon or on the
ptreets, where they might be constrained to give
B reason for their opinions., Mr. Young, they
psid, 18 & newspaper man of training and long
pxperience. What was more likely than that he
sas the person who furnigshed to the reporters
the information upor which they conatruocted
the stories about executive session that were
As pearly accurats, for all intents and parposes.
ns if the entire body of correspondeants was per-
mitted to be present in the galleriest

The storm over this suggestion, which was
fully elaborated by the shallow-pates who

brought it forward, beat over the unconscious
Bead of Xir. Young all that afternoon and was
renewed the next day. The men who had in-
vented a naw cure for the leaks of the Senate
and who, perhaps. are simply seeking for a pre-
text to put a clerk out, insisted that Exeocutive
Olerk Young should be at once discharged.
Thera was a remonstrancse from several Sena-
tors, wilo thought this had & brutal and eow-
ardly sound, and who also thoaght that i1t would
ba fair to have an investigation and to give Mr.
Young an opportunity to sa{ sometbhing about
the atrocious charge that had been brought
against him in his absence.

No; this was not satisfactory to the ‘honor-
ables,”” who were wild for bloocd In their
frenzy to protect their own * honor,” they pur-
posed to do a thing that would stamp any man
not = Senator a8 a blackguard and a boor—to
sacrifice an employe for the offenses that the
punishing body had itself committed, and for
pothing else than the purpose, it may be as-
suomed, of giving the impression to the publio
that the Senate is a really honorable and decent
body of gentlemeon.

Mr James R. Young is well known to all the
correspondents who have beon here for a num-
ber of yeara. He is a man of family. Hae has
lived for many years in this city. He held posi-
tions of trust for newapapers with which he
was connected. and he has held,the oflice in
wvhich he still ie without a whisper against his
efficiency or his honor for many years. Heo was
elected Executive Clerk back in 1873 or 1874.
and held the place until the Demoerats gained
control of the Senate. Then he went into the
office of the Attorney General under Mr. Brew-
ster and remained Chief Clerk of the Depart-
ment of Justice until the reorganization of the
HSonate with the help of Mahone, when he was
again chosen to be Exeoutive Clerk.

For about ten years he has filled the place
without question as to hia respeot for the rules
of his employers. If he were ineflicient, the
Senate would say 80, it is to be presumed, and
ask him to resign on that account. Instead of
rasorting to 8o compuratively manly and con-
siderate and decent a course, the sSenate adopts
2 method that the strangler and the vitriol
thrower could not practice. They adopt one
that is more comfortable, if lesa honorable, and
proceed to rmirch the reputation of an honest
inan bohind closed doors, to turn him out with-
out a line of evidence to sustain thair acousa-
tions, and without aftording the acoused a chance
to refuto the charges that are disereditable only
to the wen who prefer them in the safe secluaion
of the Genuate executive session.

There was a way hy which tbe Senate oould
have ascertalned, if it had ochosen to do so,
whether there was any reason to entertain for
ope moment the suspicion that Mr. Young has
been giving the secrets of the Senate to the
newspapers. They could have oalled every
member of the press named in the gallery list
printed in the Congressional Directory, and it
may Le safely asserted that, without hesitation,
qualification, or evasion, every one of the one
hundred and {fifty, more or less, would testify
ander oath that he had never recelved from Mr.
Yoang, or froin any other Senate employe, any
paper, line, suggestion, remark, objection, ap-
proval, or opinion uttered by a Benator in the
executive sexsions.

The mere mention of the idea strikes every
man who knows how the reports of executive
sessions sre obieined as too ridioculous to be
entertained for & wolnent, except by Benators
who have a fapcy that they are bound in
s honor '’ to show that some one besides Sen-
ators is responsible for the fact that somnse of
the public business the Senators were sent here
to perform is made known to the public. No
one ever thought of asking a olerk of the Senate
10 tell what he knows about secret sessions. The
Senate would bo as fully justified in suapeoting
Gen. McCook, its Secretary, as 1t 18 In suspeot-
jng Mr. Young, and no one who knows Gen.
MecCook would assert for a moment that he bhas
trified with the secrets of the august and **hon-
orable” body that is now stabbing & man in the
Pack, with all the probable immunity from dan-
gor that bas attended the atroeities of * Jaok
the Ripper.”

Buat these ‘‘honorable’’ Senators whoe &are
about to make arf oxample of a gentleinan whose
reputation is of longer standing than that of
somae of hie accusers, and much better than that
of some of them, propose to let him down easy.
How does it ocour to these “ houorables’ to do
it1 By letting Mr. Yourg resign. There's
*8gnatorial comity’” and human decency for
you. With this accusation over his head, that
Jie has been faithless, thut he has parted with
somothing not his and which he was sworn _to
guard, without having the particulars of his
alleged offense stated to him, and without being
poermitted to deny or prove the falsity of the
acousations brought by soms one whom he ls
not permitted to know, he is lnformed that if he
does not resign he will be put out. There 18 no
alternative for Mr. Young under these oiroum-
STANCER.

“The man who wrote the reports of the execu-
tive seasions of last week, if they are the basis
of the charge against Mr. Young, know that
they can prove that he did not give the infor-

mation upon which they were written. There
are Senators {u the body of eighty-eight, all of
whom wi!l share the responsibility for his dis-
missal if it is inade, who oould prove that the
eharges are infamously and disgracefully unjast
10 Mr. Young, and that they should not be
entertoined tor an instant. It those Benators
could stand the consequences, they could tind
correspondents who could help them to clear
the skirte of Mr. Yoong of the charges upon
which the ** honorable” men, bis accusers, pro-
pose to make an examplo of him. But these
Senntors know that nothing but tbeir demand,
which will net be made, will unlock the lips of
the correspondents to tell from whom they ab-
talped, here o little and there g little, to be
woven into a reasonable whole, the accounts of
the discussionsof Monday.Tuesday,and Wednes-
day on the Bering Sea yuostion.

Thie assumption hy the Scnate of a mantle of

superior virtue ts, to those who know anything
N about the matler, nothing more or less than &
shameful apd unnecoszsary exhibition of puerila
rage and stupid hypoeriry. The dismissal of
Mr. Young will not slep the reporting of exeou-
tive sessions. Diswmiss all of the clerks, and
dismiss the Secretlary of tiie Senate, too, and
aocounts of the next oxecutive session after
their dismissal will o to the public if they ean

“+
3

poris.of executive sessions will be the dismlssal

of elghty-eight Senatora.
-..'What will be thought of the standard of
“sshonor” -of the Ssnate if it be ascertained that
o Teport is True shatsvme ¢f the most indig-
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Pa obtained. The only effectual bar against re- -

nant men {n the body, .determined to fix the
blame for many leakages, have employed
deteciives, *‘shadows,” skulkers, who are
to tfollow Benators to their homes and
lodgings and to report to their employers
who it is that calls upon them. If apy news-
paper man ventures to approach the bouse
of any watched man, tizat will be enough for
the ““shadow.” He will be able at once to fix
the suspicion of dishonorupon that Benator. And
yot the suspleion may be absolutely not Justi-
fied, as Senators are called upon much oftener
by correspondents for information upon which
thoy may freely talk than they are for the se-
orats of the executive sessions that they are
forbidden to reveal

if suoh an espionage were to be set up on one
plle, why would not the press be justified in
employing °‘shadows’” upon Senators, to re-
port whither they went, at what hours, how ao-
companied, to see whom, to do what, and pub-
lish times, persons, places, and ocoesions in
their dispatbles to the newspapers? Some of
the Benators counld stand such a spying Dbetter
than others. But there is no newspaper man
here, it may be safely asserted, who would not
regard such a method of oritlcisin sa it only for
the shyster lawyers of the Tombs and a8 utterly
beneath the * dignity >’ of the press.

Perhaps this Is to be the Senate way of throt-
tling the newspapers. It will not do. They do
not need to tell that the critical side of the
press is hated when it 1s exhibited to them, If
it conld be sllenced how mueh easlsr it would
be to **do busineas!”™ And how many Jjobs,
roeking with the piteh of the corruptionist,
might be rushed through the Congress, if the
press gallery could be shut up and *tho little
bill” made law without the tedious and bur-
densome formality of discussion? The Aay
is far distant, unless the Senate shall prove
to be a greater terrorizer than some of its mem-
bers imagine it to be, when it will be able, by
brutally sacrificing one of its own employes. to
scsre the press of the country into an abandon-
ment of the search for news ol executive ses-
sions.

If the Senate did ite duty in this matter, it
would, as it should, in open session apologize to
Mr. Young. A gentleiran who had offended a
gontleman wouald be asnamed to do less. The
Senate ought not to be less honorable than a
gentleman.

DUE TO MR PAGE.

THE REAL FOUNDER OF THE UNITED
STATES FISH COMMISSION.

In the notices onlling attention to Mr. George
Shepard Page, who died at Stamnley, N. J., on
Saturday, his devotion to the study of natural
history may have been fn a measure overiooked.
His acquaintance with fish, their habits and

methods of spawning, was thorough. Twenty

years ago, when fish oulture was In its infancy,
and regarded rather as an amusing personal
hobby than as capable of becoming practioally
useful, Mr. Page was among the ticst to appre-
clate its possibilities.

In the Century Magazine of this month, in an
srticleon ‘ The United States Fish Commisslon,”
the rollowing may be found:

*The matter was taken in hand by Congress during
the Winter of 1870-71, and a bill was passed lor a
scientific stndy of the subjeoct.”

It was through the personal exertions of Mr.
Page that the United States Fish Commission
was oreated. He had been instrumental in
founding what was known at drst as *The
Ameriocan Fish Culturists’ Assooiation.” This
assoclation, soon opening up & wider sphera of
usefulness, changed 1ts title to that of “The
American Fish Cultural Association.” In the
minntes of this assoclation, with the names of
Prof. Spencer F. Baird, G. Brown Goode, Charles

Hallock, Robert Roosavelt, Eugene G. Black--

ford, and some fifty others, may be found that
of George Shepard Page, with the date of or-
ganization, Deo. 20, 1870.

At the first meeting of the assoociation Mr.
Page presented plans for the prosecution of the
study of fish and fish eulture- by secientific
means. The resolution was as follows:

Resolved, That a committee of fonr, including the
President snd Secretary, be appointed, who shall
dratt and present to Congress, at ils present session,
a memorial upon the subject of the orsation by the
Government of two or more fish.hatching astablish-
mexnts, ons for salmon, in the vicinity or Puget's
found, and the other in some convenient polnt near
the Atlantic coass, for the propagation of shad for
stocking our rivers and streams.

Mr. Page and Dr. Edmonds wera appointed to
aot under this resolution, but before that the
originstor of this motion had been in Washing-
ton and had interested Senators and members of
the House of Representatives inthe plan for the
establishment of a Fish Commission, Yo be un-
der the direction of the Government.

There oan be no question tnat Hish onlture in
the United Btates in its inception was due
in no small measure to the active Interest
taken by Mr. Page. The late Prof. Bpencer F.
Baird, who was Secretary of the Bmithsonian
Institution and Chief of the United States Fish
Commumission, always declared that the origin of
the department, over which he presided with
spch distinction for aixteen years, was frst con-
celved by George Bhepard Page.

THE REV. DR, FARLEY'S FUNERAL,

The funeral servicea over the remains of the
Rev. Dr. Frederlck Angustus Farley, who was
the first pastor of the Unltarian Churoh of the
Saviour, Pierrepont 8treet and Monroe Place,
Brooklyn, took place yesterday afternoon in the
ohurch. Dr. Farley died on Thursday at his
home, 130 Pacttfic Streel. Preliminary services
were oconducted by the Rev. H. Price Collier,

the present pastor, the Rev, Charles H. Hall,
D. D., the Rev. John W. Chadwiok, the Rev. H,
W. Morehouse, and the Rev. R. H., Camp.

Atter these services the Rev. A. P. Putnam,
who succesded Dr. Farley as pastor of the
ehursh when he resigned in 1863, made an ad-
dress of eulogy. The Rev. Dr. Robert Collyer of
New-York followed with an address, the Raev.
Richard 8. Storrs, D. D., offered the prayer, and
the benediotion was pronounced by Dr. Hall.

The pall bearers were: A. A. Low, A. M.
White, £ H. R. Lyman, A. Augustns Low, J. 8.
Hollinshead, Gen. John B. Woodward, Josiah
Blossom, Edward Low, Alfred T. Whita, James
littlejohn, and Isase H. Carty. A number of
carriages followed the body to Gresnwood Cem-
etery.

Among those at the churoh were: Dr. Tru-
man J. Backua, Franklin W. Harpér, Sydney V.
Lowell, John Winslow,J. M. Greenwood, George
W. Meade, and Henry W. Maxwell
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JOSEPH DE ST. ANGE DEAD.

An octogenariat who was sald to have a right
to the title of Baron Joseph de 8t. Ange en-
gaged board at the Hotel Gaultier, 103 Clinton
Plase, two WweeKs ago. Yesterday morning he
was served with café aw laii and went for a
walk., At noon he satdown to lunoh and ate
heartily. Boon after he complained that he was

1], and & ochambermalid alded him in reaching
his room on *the third floor. Onoce there he sat
down on his bed and feXl-over dead.
8t. Ange was a partner, at 37 Clinton Place,
in the Floral Perfume and Chemfcal Fiuid Com-
any- Little is known of hia hidtory.  His wife,
[athilde, 8- woman much younger than:he,
lives with her parents’in-Canaday ., -




