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THE NEW ELECTION LAW

IMPORTANT AMENDMENTS MADE
BY THE LEGISLATURE.

SOUGGESTIONS FOR THE VOTEE—HOW
TO USE THE PASTER—THE NUMBER

OF BALLOTS——D.UTIES OF ELECTION"

OFFICERS—INDREPENDENT NOMINA-

TIONS—THE PENAL CODE.

The Leglslature laat Winter, with the assist-
ance of the Statators Revision Commission,
Messra. Collin, Magone, and Linson, made &
number of important changes in the election
laws of the State, most of which do muoch
toward their simplification. With a few excep-
tions, the changes have to do with the duties of
election officers, the pariods during which nomi-
nations may be made, and the ocanvassing of
the ballots, so that the voter who has exercised
his right of suffirage since the original ballot-
reform aot was passed will find little to confase
him this year on election day.

Untortunately, the paster ballot is still per-
mitted. Therefore if the voter wishes to make
easy bis work at the polls he will prepars his
ballot at home. A complete set of pasters wiil
be sent to every registered voter in the city by
the several political parties, so that this task
+will be an easy one. Let the voter make up his
mind for whom he wants to vote and prepare
his blanket pasters accordingly; then when he
has retired to the privacy of an election booth
he csn put it upon sny one of the party tickets
given him by the ballos gierks, folad it, a8 well
as the others of the eet, first crosewise by
bringing the bottom of the batlet up to the per-
forated lines, and then in ihe middle length-
wise, but 1n such a way that the contents of the
ballot shall be concealed and the stubs oan be
removed withoat disclosing any of the contents
of the ballot, and then he can hand it to the
Inspector with entire confidence that he has
done his duty to his country and to the men of

his choice.

But he will not be given an opportunity to
follow these suggestions unless he is eareful to
register. This he may do in this oity and
Brooklyn Ooct. 11, 19, 28, and 29; in clties other
than Brooklyn and New-York the fifth, fourth,
thira, and second Saturdays before election;
elsewhere than in citles the third and second
Saturdays before election day. The hours dur-
ing which the registry lists mnost be Eept open
are from9 A.M to9 P. M. If the voterbes
countrsman he mnst not forget that it will be
necessary for him te register in person. The
city voter is used to doing this, 50 that he is not
ugxy to lose his righs of suffrage because of
any soch oversight. A

'lyhis vear the voter will have to_betner with
at least eleven different ballots, which will be
presented to him by the ballot clerk on his ar-
rival at the polling place. They will be the bal-
lot of the Republican., the Democratic, the Pn’)—
hibition, the Soclalist-Labor, and the People’s
Parties, snd they will contain the namas of the
Presidential Eleotors of each party. together
with the State, county, and oity nominees, In
addition to these flve, there will ba six ballois
of votes on the three proposed constitutional
amendments, three marked *for’ and three
“gagsainst.” One of these proposed amendments
authorizes the sale of the State’s salt springs;
a second an increase in the number of SBupreme
Court Jodges, and a third she transfer to ithe
courts from the Legislature of ibe decislon of
eontested election oases

Perhaps the moat important of the changes
made which have to do with the voter and the
actual process of votingis thuat which defines
* physical disability.”” This section of the law
Bayae:

* Not more than ope person shall oconpy one voting
booth at the same time, except that a voter who
shail declare under oith to the Inapectors of the
Elections that, by reason of total biindoess, loss of
toth hands, suoh total inability in both hands that
he cannot use eitlier hand fur ordinary purposes, or
physical disability by reason of crippled conditions
oi disease to enter ihe booth alons, he is unable 10
recetve or prepare his ballot without assistance, may
select & person ior that purposse. Wwino shall be al-
jowed to pass within the guard rail and receive such
ballots, and to enter the voting booth wilh such
voter, and there assisy him in preparing the ballot.
The person so selected shall not ik any manner re-
quest or seek o persnade or induce such voter to
vote any particular ballol or for any particulsr can-
didaie, and shail not directly or indirecily reveal tu
any other person the mame of any candidate voted
for by sach voier, or anyihing occurring within such
voting booth, and he shall not remaln within the
guard rail longer than is necessary 10 R3slst such
disabled voter.”

The law continnes the provision of the ballot-
reform Y;W which permitted a voter if he
spoilsd one set of ballots to obtain another, and
so on until he shall receive foaur in Yet
there i3 the foliowing provision in Section 105
in regard to such voters as go outeide the guard
rail after obtaining one set of ballots: .

« A voter may, after receiving one setof oficial bal.
lots and before voting, return all such ballots to the
Vballot clerks and then pass outside the guard
and afierward. while the polls are open, enter once
again within the gnard rail for the purpose of voting,
and receive and prepare his ballots and voie the
same as if bé had not once before been within the
gnard rail and received his ballots therefor. But
not more than two sets in all ot official ballots shall,
on such account, be delivered to any voter, and no
voter shsll pass within the gu rail more than
twice ab the same election for the purpose of
voting.””

One amendment to the law of 1891 provides
that the designation of the polling place for
which each offcial ballot is prepared shall be
msade upon the face of the stub instead of upon
the back of the bailot, as heretofore. The reason
for this change is that the desigoasion of the
polling plsceé upon the back of the ballot made
jts ldentification easy if it should he used at the
wrong polling place, and it was to prevent the
joss of their vote by innoocent voters using such
misplaced ballots, 85 was the case in certain dis-
tricts last year, that the Legislature made the
above amendment to the law. The back of the
stnd is to contsin, as in 1890 and 1891, only the
printed number of each official ballot. Cn
the baok of each official ballot below the stub
there will be printed in great primer roman
condensed capitals the indorsement, *‘ Official
ballot for ——,”” and atter the word “for " there
will follow the date of the election and a fao
simile of the signature of the officer or clerk of
the board providing the ballots, except that bal-
Jots containing the names of candidates for
Commissioners of Excise of towna are to be in-
dorsed * Exoise” only, and other ballots for
town meetings not held at the same time as the
general elections are to be indorsed “Town”
only.

T{e names of all offices to be filled musat be
printed upon the face of each ballol below the
perforated line separating the ballot from its
stub. The law declares that the names of the
offices to be tilled shsall be printed upon every
ballot *1n brevler lower-case ftype within the
spaces respectively allowed therefor.”” It fur-
ther declares that under the name of each office
stated upon the ballot the name of each candi-
date nominated tberefor by or by virtue of the
kind of certificates to which such kind of ballot
corresponds shall be printed 1n brevier eapitals
witoin the spaces respgctively allowed there-
for. The names on each ballot must be in a
single column, except that the names of candi-
dates for Presidential Electors and the names of
Inspectors of Election, if ten or more, shall be
in two columns. If the full number of candl-
dates for the offices specified on any one kind of
baliot sbail not have been nominated, blank
spaces must be left on each ballot of such kind
‘where the names of candidates would appear
except for such failure to nominate. .

There bas also been put Into the Iaw a more
decisive form of the caveat elause—ibe pro-
vision enabling party candidates 19 prohibit the
printing of their names upon the ballot as tn-
dependent candidatesa. The amendment reads
as follows:

*“The name of & person having a party nomination
shall not be placed upon an oiticial ballot of inde-
pendent nomination, if such person shall have given
notice at least fifteen days before the election for
which the ballot i1s prepared to the officer with
whom his party certificate vf nomination is riled by a
writing signed and acknowledged by him that he does
not wish his name placed upon any ballot of indo-
yendent nomination or upon such particular ballot
of indspandent ngmination.”

The period between eleotion day and the final
day when independent nominations can be
made and the printing of partioular ballots be
secured has been lengthened. The law now
provides that no independent nominations for a
diate office can be filed later than & day within
twenty days of election day. Under the old
iaw snch nominations could be filed up to a day
within fifteen days of election day. Formerly,
sl80, independents had ten days after a party
nominauion was made to & State oflice, if it was
delayed to the last possible moment, to make
their nominations to the saine office. Under
the amnendment this period is shortened to five
days. The same_ principle of increasing the
period between election day and the tinal day
when independent certiticates can be filed s
pursued in the election coderegardingthe lesser
otfices.

Under the old 1aw an Independent nomination
for a county ofiice could betiled with the County
Clerk or, 1f in New-York, with the Board of
Police Commissioners, or 1n Brooklyn with the
Boarad of Elections, up to a period within twelve
days before election. As amended, this perilod
is lengthened by three days; no independent
nomination papers can be filed in a less period
than fifteen days. The interval heras between
the final filing of party nomination papers and
the final filing of independent nomination papers
is five days. Before, it was eight days.
¢ - Provision i8 made in the amended law as it
was not in either the Ballot-Reform aoct of 1890
or the amended act of 1891 for the flling of
nbminstion papers in the minor cities of the
State. The period before election day when the
final papers can be filed is less tban in New-York
and Brooklyn. Thusthe Election Code declares
that those certificates re&uite to be flled with
the Ciiy Clerk of any other city,” than New-
York and Brooklyn, if psrty nominations must
be filed **at least ten days and not more thun

twenty days; if independent nominations, at
least eight and not more than twenty days.”
This is a reduction of ten days, so far as the
smaller olties of the Stats ara concerned, for
filing party nominations. Thus party nomina-
tions In the minor oitles can be made ten days
nearer election day. Certifioates of independent
nominations can be filed in olties other than
New-York and Brooklyn up to within eight days
of election. This makes an interval of only two
days between the tinal day upon which a party
nomination and an independent nomination can
be made in these cities. 6till another new feat-
ure respecting nomination certiticares is a divis-
jion of the period for the filing of party and in-
dependent certificates in towns and villages.

Tho act of 1891 said that ** nominations forx
town and villege offices shall be made and cer-
tified substantially as hereinbefore provided,
but the certificates thereof should be filed with
the Clerk not less than tive daya befare the day
of election.” The amended law declares that
those certificates ‘‘require to he filed with the
Town or Village Clerk if party nomination ahall
be filed at least six and not'more than twenty
days begfore election day,” and, *1f independ-
ent nominations, at least tive and not more
than twenty days ’ before election day.

As a result of thoe quad-marked ballots in the
Dutchess County election last Autumn, a change
has been made in the law in reapect to baliots

resumably marked for identifieation. The old

aw deoclared that legal notice should be taken
of any ballot or paster ballot written upon or
marked in any way ‘ with the intent that the
same may be identified.” The amepded law de-
clares that legal notice shall be taken of any
ballot or paster ballot, written upon or marked
in any way, * for the purposes of identifica-
tion.”” The following direotions are given to
}nspectors_ of Election respeoting marked bal-
(134

‘ When an Inspector of Election or_an inspection

officer or duly-authorized watcher shall during a can-
vass of the vote ,or immediately after the completion
thereof, declare his belief that any particulsr ballot,
paster, or paster ballut affixed thereto has been writ-
ten upon or marked in apy way for the purpose of
identification, the Imspectors or canvassers shall
write on the back of such ballot the words °Objected
to becauge marked for identification,’ or wordsin
substance to that effect, and sign thelr names there.
to, and attach each saoch ballot to their written state.
ment of the result of the canvass. Each such ballot
shall be connted by them the same asif not so ob-
Jeotead to.”
. Careful provision is also made for the racord-
ing of the number of ballots in respeat to the
marks for the purpose of identitication. Seotion
115 of the law declares that upon the comple-
tion of the canvass the Ingpeotors, except in
New-York and Brooklyn, shall make and sign a
written statemsent showing
eleotion, the number of the district, the town or
ward, and the county in whigh it was held, the
whole number of ballotsreceived for such otiice,
and the whole number of ballots cast for each
person for such office, and the whole number of
ballots objected to because marked for identifi-
oation, and must also append a certificate
slgned by the Inspectors to the effect that the
statement is in all respects correct.

Regarding the official biallots and the preser-
vation of a sample of each one, the law says
that Inspectors must attach to each statement
one otficlal ballot of each kind voted for all the
oflicers to ba chosen at the election. They must
state in words at length and written partly on
the ballot, and partly on the paper to which it is
attached, the whole number of ballots which
were received having the same pames for the
same oilices as the one attached. Continuing,
this section Rays:

** If two or more ballots cast varying from every
official ballot shall have thereon the names of the
same candidates to the same offices throughout, only
one of snch balluts shall be annexed to such state-
inent, and there shall be written partly uanon it and
partly upon the paper to which it 18 artached, a state-
ment of the number of isuch ballots cast. The ballot
so attached. with such statements so written, shall
be deemed a part of the certified statements of the
canvass by the Inspectors. All other ballots cast at
sucl; elections not containing the names of the s2me
candidates to the same otfices as appear nponh _any
other Ballot sa cast, shall be securei{y attached to
such statements. Uunless such election be an elec-
tion of town, city, village, or school oflicers, held at a
different time from a general election, such lnspect-
ors shaill forthwith and before adfourning make two
certitied coplies of such certitied statement of the re-
sulit of the canvass.”

The act of 1891 provided for a review by the
court of the action of the Board of Inspectors in
counting alieged marked ballots. This provision
bas been recast 8o that it now reads as follows:

‘“If any such certified stalement of the result of
the canvass shall show that any of the hallots
counted were objected to as marked for identifica-
tion a writ of mandamus may, upon the application
of any capdidate voted for at such electiun, within
thirty days thereafter, 1ssue out of the Supreme
Court if such statement is filed in the County Clerk’s
office to the Boeard ot Qounivy Canvasaers, or if in any
Cliy Clerk’s otiice or in any Town or Village Clerk’s
office. to the board or body of canvassers, if any, of
the returns of the Inspeciors ur canvassers of the
election @istrict, and otherwise to the Inspectors of
Election making sucu statement requiring a recouns
of the votes. [ the court shall in the proceedings
upon such writ determine that any such ballot was
marked for the purpose of identification in apy man-
ner not proyper or neécessary for expressing a vote for
a person for an office to be tilled ag such election, the
court may order such ballot to be exciuded upon a
recount of such votes. Inspectors and canvaesers of
wvlection districts and Boards of Canvassers shall con-
tinue in oifjce 1or the purpose of such proceeding.”

Authority has always been possessed by the
court to compel County Boards of Canvassers
to reconvene to correct errors made by them in
canvassing electlon returns. The law of 1892
has this to say on this subjeot:

**The Supremse Court may, upon affidavit presented
by any voter showing that errors have occurred in
any statement or determination made by any Connty
Board of Canvassers, make ah order requiring such
board to correct such errors, or show csuse why
such correction should not be made. If such board
tail or neglect to make snch correoction, or to show
cause as aforesaid, the court may compel such
board, by writ of mandamus, to correct such errors;
and if it shall have made its determination and dis-
solved, to reconvene for the purpuse of makl.ug such
corrections. Such meeting of the Board of County
Canvassers shall be deemed a continuation of its
regalar session for the purpose of ma g such cor-
rections as the courtshall order, and the statement
and certificates_shall be made and filed as the court
shall direct, and shall stand in lien of the original
certificates and statements so far as they shall vary
therefrom, and shail in all places be treated yith the
same effectas If such corrected statement hdd becn
a partl of the original required by law.”

One of the new election laws is the Election
Penal Code. This provides for the punishment
of misdemeanors at political caucuses and con-
ventions, of false registration, of the mutilation,
destruction, or loss of a registry iist, of the mis-
conduct of registry oflicers, of the failure of a
bhouse dweller to answer inquiries, of the re-
moval, mutilation, or destruction of election
supplies, poll lists, or cards of instruction, of a
refusal to permit employes to attend the elec-
tion, and 1finally of misconduoct in relation to
certificates of nomination and otlficlal ballots.
Seotion 41 of the Corrupt Practices act of 1890
has been amended to read asfollows:

‘ Any person who directly or indireotly, by himself
or through any other person, pays, lends, or con-
tributes, or offers or promises to pay, lend, or con-
trivute,.any money or other valnable consideration
1o ur tor any voter, or to or for any other person, to
induce such voter to vote or refrain from voting at
such election for any particular person or persons,
or 10 induce such voter to come to the polls or re-
main away from the polls at such election, or on
account of sach voter having voted or refrained from
voting, or having voted or refrained from voting for
any particular purpose, or having come to the polls
or remained away from the polls at such election.”

This section, also, of the Penal Code deolares
that any one who thus bribes a voter is guilty
of an infamous erime, and may be punished by
imprisopment for not leas than three months
nor more than one year, aund, in addition, forfeits
any otlice to which he may have bueen elected
at 'thg_ election at which the offense was com-
mitte
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