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4ANSWERED BY AME FOSTER.

PASSES TO THE APPRAISER'S OFFICE—
WORAR OF SPECIAL AGENTS.

WASHINGTOX, May 22.—Secretary -Foster has
wTitten a severe letter to George Borgfeldt &
Co. of New-York City in reply 10 & communijea-
1ion from that firm asking that an annual pass
be issued to them, giving azccess to the Ap-
praiser’s Siores at that port. In their letter to
thse Becretary the Borgfeldt firm sfates that it
imyports large quantities of articles “of a com-

Pplex patu: making it necessary 1o eonfer
vrith the apuvraiser st frequent intervals. To
this the Secretury replies that he is at 2 loss to
understand Low the *‘complex nature’ of the
*rarticles™ imported by the irm should be per-
mitted to strengthen ita claim to invade the
privacy of the appraising oflices. .

In reply to the flrm’s statement that it s fre-
quently called upon by the appraising oificers
for inforination in its line -0of 1mportations, the
Becreiary says: * Your willingneas to furnish
such information coriers favor and is appre-
ciated. but it is scarcely possible that an intelli-
geul ofiicer wounld invite you to visit the Ap-

raiser’s stores for the purpose of furmishing

im with desired informuation and then exclude
vou from his presence.” The request is acoords
ingly denied.

The Secretary has also written to F. B. Thur-
ber of New-York in reply to his letter inclosing
a copy of a resolution of the Chamber of Com-
merce asking certain questions regarding the
utility of the present force of &pecial agents.
YWhiie not corceding the right of the Chamber
ot Commerce 1o interrngate him as to the man-
agement of his departizent, the Becretary re-
Plies to the inguiries because of the courteous
tnapner in ‘which they ure presented.

Hy describes in detail the Quties of the special
egents and their great value to the department
in the prevention aud detection of frauds on
the customna revenue. Yor many years, be says,
they have successiolly combated the most
skillinliy concocted schemes of foreign shippers
to evade the revenune lews. For the salariea and
expenses of these ageuts in the last five years,
the Secrstary says, there have been expended
$3&1,410.67, while in the sawe period thers was
pald into the Treasury, as & direct result of their
work, $2,133,832.04.
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