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GERMAN SOLDIERS TRIALS

HARDSHIPS OF THE OON-
SORIPTS LIFE.

BULZLIES WITH FPADDED  SHOULDERS

‘“WHC ARE SOMETIMES 'KILLED IN

SHAM FIGHTS—MANY DESERTIONS.

In September, 1880, the graat manmuvres ot
the year wers held near Friburg, in the Prov-
inoe of Baden, and the One Hundred and Thir-
teenth Regiment of infantry was stationed in
the oity. One aftermoon, during & sham fizht,
& Hauptmann, commanding four companies,
was shot from his horse and died shortly after-
ward. How was ke killed? No one knew ap-
parently.

As soon as hse fell from his horse, the soldiers
who had just fired a blank volley wers ordered
not to move, and an inspactor passed along the
lines examining each gun in hope of finding the
one whose barrel differed from the others in
belng bright inside from the passage of the bal-
let: that had killed the officer, instead of having
the sooty lining produced by a blank cartridge.
Had a seldier moved or shown any symptom of
nneasiness he would have fastened susplcion
upon himself, so every zan stood motionless as
a statue, until the lass rifle had been examined
and no evidence found that pointed to the one
who had fired the shot. Every one know what
it meant, however; the ccourrence was too

common to nesd explanation. The dead officer
had been a brnte to his men, kieking, beating,
and otherwiss abusing them, until some Bol-
dier, maddened by this treavment, had risked
detection and shot the officer during the sham
fight. The soldier had been able to fire two
exrtridges, the tirst loaded, the second blank,
apd 1n this way eover up all traces of the bullet
that haa catsed the oilicer’s death.

The next morning the newspapers contained
simply the annourcement that the officer had
lost his Hfe by acoldent, nomention being made
of the shooting.

A similar case is told of by Theobald Lutz, a
native ot Swiizerland, who served several
years 2s an officer 1n the Seventy-second Regi-
ment; of Infantry in the German Army and is
now in business at 140 Second-avenue, having
been in this country only a year and a half.
The man who did the shooring in this ease,
however, was detected, but as 1t could not be
proved that be did it with _maliclous intent he
was oply imprisoned. Mr. Lutz said that shoe-
xnails, pebbles, and missiles of every description
that can work harm are pat into blank oar-
tridges and used by the soldiers in a free-target
practice at uwapopular oflicers during sham
barvties.

FEurspean travelers living in garrisoned citles
in Germany have seen the soldiers marching to
and from thelir work in their linen overalis or
pacing up and down on the parade ground with
a stride calonlated to get out of their legs all
the locomeotion thag lurks within their museles.
They have doubiiess regarded both of these as
arduous 1oil aud .conclude that it is as severs
as anything the soldiers have to undergo. But
they see only the pleasanter side of armny life.
"They usually return with great respect ior the
German Army and with an enthuasiastic admira-
tion for the uniform squarenesgs of the officers’
shoulders, whish to the initiated suggesis pad-
ding. They may contrast them with the di-
munitive Frenoh soldiers and wonder how Na-
poleon conid have so often routed such matoh-
jess men 23 these Germans, bus If they knew
something of the manner in which many of
these aquare-shouldered tyrants treat thelr
men their adiniration would be materially less-
ened, If not wholly destroyed.

In Mavence the writer has seen s German
officer deliberately kick and choke an awkward
recrait in a meanner so brutal that the man
would almost have been Justified in_shooting
the ofilcer. A Frenchman would urndoubtedly
have done so. Buch conduot is not, of course,
couanteneneed by those in authority, but the
soldter knows that he ia llable {o fars far worse
if he makes complaint against s superior than
ir he endures the abuse in siience. Young Air
RBiermean, iiving at 112 S8scond-avenue, served
several years as a blackswmiuth in the German
Army, and says that his Lisutenant, who was
bitteriy hated by the men, would often shake
his fist In their faces and say, “Oh, I know
you would a1l me if you had a ehance, but I
don’t propose to 19t you!”

This same young man told of an instance
where one of these builies was worsted. Two
Boclaters were practleing feneing with muskets,
when an under officer 108t patience with what
ke considered thelr awkwardness, and seizing
& gun cried: *° I'll show you how to fence,” and
attaoked one of the men most victously. By a
powerful thrust the oflicer struck the man,
¥nocking him down and dislocating nhis
shouider. With, **Well you're done for,” he
turned upon the cther soidier, but this one,
being & skillfol fencer, by a rapid parry and
thrast strock the officer in the Ppif of the
stomach and 1aid him out on the ground.

- The Lisntenant pluckily refused all assist-
ance, however, and hobbled off to his tent, not
qaring to mske complaint for fear it would be
diseovared that he bad injured the other man.
Afterward, however, the officer probably took
the common means of bribing some of hiz
soldiers to beat the man who had injured him.
Ounly the otber day there appeared in a Dresden
newspaper an account of tlie death of a soldier
who haa been beaten to deash by his comrades.

The aagnnal maneuvyres of the German Army,
usnally beld in September, are truly grand
aflairs, People from all over Europe flock to
witness them by ths thousand, the women far
outaumbering the men. One hundred marks
aroe often pald for the uss of a favorably situ-
ated window from which the driliing ¢an be
seen., A mounted military band of forty pieces
aoccompanies each regiment, in addition to the
drum corps.

The infaniry rise at 4 A. M., and sometimes
they do not leave the ifield before 4 o’clock in
the afternoon, and many poor soldiers, com-
pletely axhausted by this unnatural strala, are
earried from the field on stretchers. In a hand-
to-hand conteat the fishting is often so flerce
1hat one mignt well imagine it a real battle.
A ocavalry engagement preseunts the most aui-
mated scene. Onr a dry day nothing ean bs
seen of a filying reglinent but a cloud of aussg,
and as this rises it nsually disclioses men rising
from the ground or trying to extricate themn-
seives irom ibe gear of thelr fallen and strug-
gling horses, There are, of comrse, fatalities
every vear. Sometimes a crowd'of spectators
following 2 cavailry brigade is caught by the
cavalrymen suddenly wheeling abous and rid-
ing in the opposite directlon. It such oases,
xwhen the line is long, it 1s useless to run, and
nll one can do is to stand stili and allow them
to ride around you, thoughyon must expect a
smart whack or two from a swinglng sabre
pneath. Trying to dodze the horses is almost
sure to resuolt disastrously.

It is dread of these abuses that drives such
large numbers of intelligent and educated
Foung Germans to this country every year.

If young Emperor Willlam could be putin
telephone communication with a reom full of
young Germans who are living in this oity as
voluntary exiles from home and couniry, hav-
ing come to escape the hardships of army
gervice in the Fatherland, the left ear of that
vouthful monarch would probably burn to the
Point of being consumed as 1v listened to the
eriticisms of 1ts royal posaessor and his method
of governments, in language wholly out of tem-
per with the accepted_ traditiens of Court
etiguetie, and emphasized by guttural exelama-
tions and violent gestures. Most of the young
men he would hear talking would be new
arrivals 1n the land of promise, and many of
them would bear evideances of having come
from homes whers wealth and refilnement ara
not unknown. The more violent ones, however,
vould, almost without exception, be those who
had been pursued over the border by enlisting
officers when they reiurned home to meet their
parents after a residence here of a few yoars.

HAIR DYEING AS A FINE ART.
< Hair dyeing 1srising to thelevel ofa fine
art,” says a writer for the Pall Mall Gazel
s« A woman who dyes hair 18 a ‘specialist’

Her business she calls her ‘practice,’ and, like
a fashionable physician, she makes up her ap-
pointment book taree or four days deep. Mra.
Feirbanka is a striking example. It was with :
difficulty thas I could get a short chat with her,
80 busy i8 she. Shs showed me her book, in
whick she had regzistered appointments for
three dsys in advance. Ira. Fairbaaks is a
middle-aged woman, and her own hair is ar ad-
vertisement. She has a masa of auburn tresses
and ¢ Every hair my own,’ she sald. ’

¢+ What 1s the most popular tint? I asked.
<Golden auburu,’ said Mrs. Falrbanks., ‘There
are haif & dozen tints, and iv takes about two
hours to change tho color of & woman's hair, so
I czn ouly see abouy four people 3 day. Iam
alwaya careful, however, to get one customer
away before another arrives, as ladies like prt-
vacy in the mysteries of their hair.’

«+But can’'t peopie dye their own hair?
“Yes they can, bus is iz best to have the firss
two applications from the hsnds of an experi-
enceq perscn. I make a study of the hair and
the complexion, ard try to get tints that will
matek the skin. Then there is the difticulty
with amateur hair dyers of getting the same
ghade over *1e whole head of hair. I some-
1imes have women come to me who have made
the most fearfui mess of themselves with hair
dres. ‘There azre womeu with actually green
hair, and in the heads of others are tufts of
gray and red when they have failed to get a !
@onslstens dye.’ ~

<« Mrs. Fairbanks is an enthusiast in her pro-
fassion. the pullsd out a tress that she had
ayed for some one, and exclaimed: ‘There’s
nair! There’s color for yon! I think thav's
glorioug. Now hereis a tress of gray hair. I
am going fo dye this to a rioh golden. I shall
dbe in this and darker tints durlng the week, and
at the ond of ths time my hands will be lke a
nigger’s. Ths tinta are very parmanent. They
Tsuslly 1ast & fortnight: on some halr they last
amonth. The time depends 9n the naturs of
she hair, you know.’ ”’
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