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'PUSHING BALLOT REFORM

BAXTONS NEW BEIEL IN
THE BBNATA.

A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CON=-

STITUTION IN ITS INTEREST-—A BLOW
AIMED AT POLITICAL ASSESSMENTS.

HME,

ALBANY, April 9.—The Republicans appear to
be determined to make a record on electoral
reform. The Baxton amended Ballot-Reform
bill came from the General Laws Committes to-
day and was sent to the Committee of tha
Whole. In addision to this Benator Saxton in-
trodunced a new bill to prevent assessments on
eandidstea for judleial officea and s concurrant
resolution that proposes to amend the Consti-
tution in order to overcome Gov. Hill's objee-
tions to the officlal ballot. In conformity with
the provisions of the Constitution the resolu-
tion will nave to pass this Legislature and be
referred to the Legislature to be chosen at the
next general eleotion of Senators. Senator
Baxton attempted to advance both measures to
third reading, but Ssnator Cantor objested
The rasolution reads as follows:

Resolved, If the Assembly concur, that Section 5
oinAnlole 1L of the Constitution be amended by ad-
ding thereto the following: ‘‘Nothing in this Con-

titation contained shall be construed o limit the
Eower of the Legislature vo enaot that all ballots to

¢ used at public elections shall be officlal, and
ghall be printed and distributed at publio expense;
that the names of all candidstes for the same office
shall be printed on the same ballot; that all ballots
ehall be delivered to the vater within the polling
place on election day by public officers: that ouly
‘onticial ballots 8o delivéred shall be voted: that the
voter shall be permitted absolute privacy in pre.
paring his ballot, and that the secreoy of the ballot
shall be compulsory.”

Regolve t the Assembly concar, that the fore-

oing amendment be roferred to the Legislatare to
go ohosen at the next general election of Senators,
and that in conformity to Section 1, Article XIIL
of the Constitntion it be published for three months
previous to the time of such election.

The bill prohibiting assessments of candidates
for judiclal offices reada:

* A oandidate for any judioial office who pays or
gives or agrees t0 pay Or give, or who promises or
Rsks or agrees to procure or ask any person 10 pay
or give any money or other valuable thing for the
nomination or election of such candidate, or toward
the oxpauses of the party er person that nominat
ed or elected him, or as a contribution 1o the eXx-
xenses of his nomination or election, or for Or on

ccount of any assesament of request for political
purposes, is guilty o & misdemesanor, and in adai.
tion to the punishment otherwise provided by law
forleits his office if elected.”

The Senate advanced to third reading the
Weekly Payment bill Benator O'Connor of
Broome riddled it to pieces. He declared it

was a plece of unadulterated demagogy,
drawn by and supported oaly by walking dele-
gates and political acrobats, The olass of legls-
lation to which it belonged wasthe most vicious
known. Beveral smendments proposed were
voted down; one by Senator Hunter for semi-
monthly payments, another by Senator BSloan
to allow the workman a chance to choose his
mode of payment by weekly, semi-moathly, or
monthly, which waa a fair proposition, and a
third by Mr. Erwin to include rallway compa-
nies nnder its provisioes;

Senator Jacobs intro&ueed 5 bill, which went
to third reading, prohibiting the Union Ferry
Company from raising its rates of fare or inter-

tering with the presect commission hours. He
explained tbat the syndicate that had recently
aoquired possession of this property proposed
to run it, not in the interests of the publie, as
the old régime had done, but for the stock-
holdersa.

The Webster bill, appropriating $1,500,600 to
build a new bridee at Macomb’s Dam, passed
the Senate and was sent to the Governor.

The Ahearn biil, prohibiting the erection of a
municipal building in the City Hall Park, is in
Gov. Hill’s hands.

among che bills passed by the Benate were
the Buffulo Grade Crossing; the amendment to
the block index law; Peck's, for the redistribu-
tion of the school fund; to enable the ladies’
depository lo distribuie its surplue; 1o relation
to jurors tn Coarts of speclal Bessions; Bradler’s,
limiting election districts in New-York City to
250 voters; Fassett's, authorizing the Controller
10 refund moneys erroneously pald under the
the collateral inheritance law; Ahsarn's, trial
by jury, and Roesch’s allowing District Court
Judges jurisdietion over contempt of court
ana to direct trial by jury on questions of faot.

a
In view of the recent fallures to indict any of
the Tammany gang that has been extorting
money from prisoners confined in Ludlow-

Street Jail, Senator Fassett has introduced a
bill to amend Sectton 49 of the Penal Cude tn
reiation to public ofticers, to read as follows:

* A public officer, or a aeputy, clerk, asaistant, or
other subordinate of a public officer, or auy person
appolnted or employed by or in the office ¢f a public
othcer who shail in any manper act for or in be:
of any such officer, who asks or receives, or cob-
sentls or agrees 1o receive, any emolument, gratuity
or reward, or asny prumise of emolument, gratnity
or reward, Oor any money, uvroperty, or thing of
valae or of personal advantage, except such 4s may
Le anthorized by }aw, for dolng or omistting to do
any otficial act, or for periorming or omitting to

erform. or for having parfurmed or omitied to per.
rorm. any act whatiouver directly or indlrectly re-
ated to any matter in respect to which any duty or
discretion 18 by or in pursuance ol law imposed
apon or vested in him, or may be exercised by him,
by virtae of his office or appointment or employ-
ment or his actual relation to the matter, shall be
gullty of a felony, punishable by, imprisonment for
Dot more than ten years or by a fine of not more
than $4,000, or boun”

»

Following ColL Brown's example of deveting
the Friday preceding Washington's Birthday,
Decoration Day, and the Fourth of July to

patriotic exeroises, Senator Coggeshall has In-
troduced, and the Senate has passed, a bill em-
powering Boards of Education 1o apptopriate
%5 for each districi, for & national lag 1o be
displayed over the school bulldings, throughout
yhe State.

The anti-canal men in the Assembly were
overjoyea to-dsy over their success in defeat-
"ing the bill of Senator Laughlin of Buffulo,
which appropriates $500,000 for improving the
lockage capacity of the several canals of the
Btate. The bill was on the order of thlrd read-
in¢ and its Iriends were apparently certain of
its passage. 1t went o vote without debate
and was lost by 61 to 43. Mr. Andrus imme-
diately moved 1o reconsider the vote and that
ple motiion lie upon the table, and this pre-
vailed. Itis generully belleved that the  bill
will finally pass. Here i8 to-day’s vote in de-
tail, Demoerats in ilalics and Republicans in
roman:

YrAs.—Messrs. Andrus, Blanchfleld, Blumenthal,
Boyce, Brady, Robert P. Bush, W. G. Byrne, Thomas
F. Byrnss, Connelly, Cooney, Coons, Lorncll, Court
ney, Currier, Dempsey, Dinkelspiel, Duffy, £ndres,
Gibbs, Gillice, Greens, Gretsinger, Guenther, Gui.
bord, Hafrner, Henaerson, Hitt, Hoag, Albert Joha-
son, H. C. Johnson, Kelly, Herrigan, Hill, King,
Xurth, R. J. Lewis, L'Hommedieu, AMartin, Ac-
brids, McTernan, Monaghan, Muliamy, Notan,
J.J. O Connor,J. K. O'Connor, O’ Hare, Page, Fice,
RBiley, Sawmiller, &Schaall, ~8Sheehan, Shields,
Sohier, Stein, stevens, Btranahan, Treadwsy, PVan
Vranken, Webster, Wissig—B1.

N AYS.—Measrs. Abbey, Acker, Bennett, Bradford,
Bridges, George H. Bugh, Crawfora, Curtis, Davis,
Pecker, Deyo, Dickinson, Xverelt. Fish, Fitta,
Grost, Harwood, Hugon, L. S. Johnson, Jones, Kim-.
bsll, H. J. Lane, 0. K Lane, Larmon, B. B. Lewls,
Miller, Mitchell, Mott, Nixon, Pealer. Pearsall,
Peck, Plerson, Bhocdes, Sage, Saunders, Nelson
Stevens, Willlam C. Stevens, Stewart, Thompson,
Tompkins, Towne, White—43.

The bill providing for the payment of the
jnterest on the canal debt, amounting to $363,-
090, introdnced by Mr. Loder of Monroe, was
passed by the Assembly to-day.

The bill of Mr. Houg’ of New-York providing
lor the remcval of the Forty-gecond-Street
Reservoir passed the Assembly. The bill plases

the cost of removal upon the property bene-
fited, the district lying between Thirty-seventh
and Forty-third streets and Fourth and Sixth
avennes. Those who voted against the passage
of the bill were Messra. Blumenthal, Brady,
and O'Hare of New-York, Greene of Orange, and
J. K. O’Connor ot Utlea.

.-

When the bill of Mr. Gibbs of New-York to
prevent the placing of pictures or other arti-
cles in eigarette paekages, designed to increase

the aemand for the packages came up in the
House, Mr. Biumentnat of New-York objected
strenuously to its provisions. He said that the
more he studied the bLill the less he hiked it. 1t
aid notrise to the level of consideration, for
1L was clearly unconstitutional, and would not
stand a legal test. Mr. Tompkins of Rockland
als0 claimed that the proposed law was uncon-
stitutional. Mr. Coonneily of New-York denfed
this, and said be would vote for the blli because
he believed 1t would accomplish much gooa if
mado a law,

Mr. Fish of Putnam took the same ground,
and said that he would also wote for a bill to
prohibit the sale of cigarettea. He sald tbe
eigaretle business was causing nntold injury to
the rising generation, and ought to be put
down. Col. Weuster of New-York took the
same view. He said that a recopt investigation
by the authorities of the University of Michi-

ap resulted 1o a report that many of the stu-
gonts were unable to proceed with their studies
bacanse of the pernicious effeats oI the use of
olrarettes. hile explavations were being
maie during the roli-call, Mr. Blumenthal said
e was sarprised at the innocence of the sup-
porters of the bill. In bhis opinion this was
sunply intended to * strige’ ata greatinodustry.
The vote on the bill stood 72 to 17, much to the
gurprise of Mr. Gibbs, who undoubiedly did not
bolieve it woula pass when he introdunced it.
The Spesker voted against 1t, declaring it to be
unconstitutional. ..

The bil! of Mr. Hitt of Albaby providing for
three Boards of Medical Examiners represeni-
ing the three schools—the allopathic, homeo-
patbic, and eclectic—was on the calendar for
third reading. Dr. Bush of Chemuns woved to
recommit it, with instructions to substitute
Benate DIIl No. 204, which oalls for a single
board. Dr. Bush defended his motion, saying

the bill he proposed to substitnte lelt the ap-

ointment of the board to the Regents of the

niveraity. who eould allor the members as

they chosa, The Housge passed the Hitt bil,
anotwithstanding this (lbgosmon.

The bill repesling thowp.resent obnoxious two-
dollar-a-day-law, introduced by Mr. Deyoof
Boone, will come up to-morrow morning for final
yassa Mr. Fish gave notice to-day that he
weonld move & call of the House in the morning
as soon a8 the bill was taken up. The design
18 to pass this measure, anQl the outlook 18 ex-

- ceadingly favorable.

* w

Bush of Chemung moved that the State Print-
fng bill be ordered from the control of the

Ways and Means Committee and given to the
Committee on Labor. Mr. Fish of Putnam said
the bill was for the creation of a ndWw political
3ﬂice for the Democratic Party. uite a sharp

jsoussion ensued, but the House finally voted

down th do.m;or‘a motiion, It was & olose call
for Mr. Fish’'s committee, however, the voto
belng 54 to 51.

w &
1t transpires that Charles M. Dickinson of

O’Connor last night in the Republican cauocus

for Regent of the University and then defeated,
was Thomas C. Platt’s chosen candidate. The
Fish-Gibbs coalition gunietly conspired to beat
; him and the featwas accomplished without

any aiffionlty.

herent.

| -

Just before the-Assembly adjourned Dr.

! Binghamton, who was nominated by Benator

Mr. Dickinson is editor of ine
Bloghamton Republican and a strong Platt ad-

This afternoon the *GBenate Committee on

. Prisons permitted Senator McCarren of Brook-

lyn to substitute for his bill annulling the

Brush-Davis prison printing contract one pro-
viding that no printing other than of reports
and matter to bs used in the inssitmtion shall
be done in any State prison, penitentiary, or
reformatory. The new bill also prohibits the
mapufaoture or finishing of fur hats in any

penal institution except for use in State insti- .

tutions, Mr. MeCarren told the committee that :

there was no necessity for the passage of the

original bill, as the Buperintendent of BState .

Prisons had decided to annul the prisen eon-

tract at once. The committee acdepted the |

substitute.
delegation of printers from New-York and
Albany on the new bill. W, W. Pasco, Becre-
tary of Typothets 19, and W. H. Lanahan of
Typographical Unlon No, 6 of New-York, and
the veteran printer John D, Parsons of Albany
spoke in favor of the bill
Mr. G 1. Lewis of the Btate Prison Reform
Assoolation opposed any change in the law of
1889. He said thatu the laiv as it gtands to-day
should stand a year or more at least to glye
the agsociation a ehance to see Its effects. He
sald he had learned in England that the super-
intendents of prisons fouud printing io Ve &
valnable agent in reforming prisoners. * Is it
right,” he asked, ‘* that this trade, of all others,
.should be exempted from the list of those that
may be taught convicts 7 Mr. Lewis’s re-
marks were not relished by the printers pres-
ent, and they expressed thelr dissatisfaction
in vigorous terms. Senators MoCarren and
Ahearn took issue with thé gentleman, and the
committes was treated to a sharp discussion,
in which the methods and resuiss of prison re-
. form_were thorougbly aired. it is likely that
\ the MecCarren bill wlll'be tavorably reported.

| The Senate Commercé ana Navication Com-

mittee this aiternoon decided to report favor-
! ably Mr. Jonnson’s New-York and Long Island

‘ Olcg Bridze bill and Mr, Greene’s New-York
l and New-Jersey Bridge bill.
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A hearing was then aocorded & !




