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ITWO DEMOCRATS SPEAK OUT.

'
| OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA’S GOVERNORS
! - ARE FOR BALLOT REFORM.

Gov. Campdell to the Ohio Legisiature,

The systewm of ballot reform commonly oalled
the ‘ Australian systein” has becn successrully
adopted in varying forms by 85,060,000 of peo~
Dle. 1t has been tried five years in Norway
seven in England and Italy, twelve in Be 1gium

fourteen 1n Canada, and thirty in Australia. It*
has been adopted, with sundry modifications,
in Madsachuseits, Rhode Island, Indisna, Wis.
counsin, Miassissippi, Tennessee, Missouri, Mon-
tana, Michigan, Connectiout, and part of Ken-
tucky. One of the mos$ thorough trials of the
aystem was at the recent election in Massa-
chugetts. The late Governor of that 8tate testl-
fles in print that *“No ope wonld seriously con-
sider tho repeal of this electlon 1aw and conse-
quent return to the old elevtion methods. Men
of all shades of political opinion agree that the
measure has worked well, and that it 18 a per~
anent part of the statutes of Massachusetta.
In its waln prinelples it is beyound oriticism.”
The Untted States Marshal, belonging to a

olitical party in oxﬁmslnlon to the Governor,

a8 written the following: ¢Let me say that
the system is most admirable in its workings.
There 18 no more bulldoziag by our manu-
faoturers. Theycan not march their men to
the polls under a foreman and vote them all for
one ticket. It does sway with everytning that
makes politics disreputable.” 'Thus it will he
8eon that the greay political parties, or at least
such elements in them as look for purity and
roform, are fully satisfled with elections nndez
this plan.

The cardinal features of the system are: (1
All ballots must be printed and distributed a
public expense; (2) the nawes of all candidates
for the same otfice must be printed on the same
ballot; (3) the ballot must be delivered to the
voter within the polling place by sworn officera;
(4) only ballots 80 delivered oan be voted; (3}
the voter Is guarantesd absolute privacy in
preparing his ballot, and (6) its secreoy is made
compulsory. The foregoing requirements are
modified and altered in detail to suit the views
of the various States and nations which
have adopted them, but the principles
here laid down constitute the salient peinta
of advantage over other forms_ of elec-
tion. You are recommended to investigate $his
system, and to imtroduce it by Pproper legisla«
tion. The detalls are leftto your judgment.
The reasons for such action meed not be en-
larged upon here. Itis patent to any one that
when the voter must retire fo absolate privaoy
{n order to prepare his ballot there is no objeot
in bribipg bim, because the bribery fails. Equal-
1y fruitless would be the attempted intimtda~
tion by employsrs or political buliles, or any of
the craftier forms of coercion.

In answer to the prineipal objection made
against the syatem that it ‘mighs dlsfranohise
{lliterate voters, it may be said that provision
oan be made for such voters to seloct one of the .
ballot clerks to retire with him under severe
penalties against divulging what may pass he-
tween them, The ballot clerks have no mors
temptation to act falsely than bhave the rems-
trars and judges. Another means of aceom-
plishing the same result 18 to permit the prep-
aration beforehand by the voter, through some
trusted friend, of a Lallut imitating the official
ballot except In color. The illiterate votor can
take the prepared ballot ieto the booth and
there coPy 1t markings on ths otficial ballor.
This shields him from the discovery of ma
illiteracy, spares him humiliatiou, snad prevents
his possible disfranchisement. It has also bee
urged that it 1s too tedlous for the elector
mark the nawe of each candidate for whom h$
daesires to vote. To obviate this difliculty bal
lots are sometimes 80 printed thas every regu-
larly-nominated ticket stands by itself on the
ballot, and can be voted a8 a whole by merely
making one eross mark opposite the caption of
said ticket. This dees not encourace indppend-
ence of voting, but disposes of the failacions
charge that voting undar this systom is too
troublesome,

It may be added that thera is yet one evil that
remains uncorreeted by this reforwm. It termi-
nates direcs bribery—that 1s, the parchase of
persons who %211 thelr votes or influsnce—bas it
does not cheok the praoctios of paying men for
voting the ticket of that party to which they
nominally belong., Thers are electors who
would not vote against their sapposed princi-
ples, yot seldom vote for thsm unless paid,.
‘They resort 1o some subterfuge, suth asdemand-
ing payment for & day’s work, or other equalty
bald pretex; for obtaining money. Sach
voters can be trusted to retire in prive
acy and mark the names of the oandi-
dates for whom they ara thus patd to vota.
. Consequontly, this species of indirect bribery
is not prevented by secret voeting. It is diftienlt
to knotw just how to reach it. Peosslbly, when
public sentlment becoines sutficiently edeoated,
a compulsory clection law, with severe penal-
ties, may be enforced. Ifis belleved, bowever,
that the attempt to ensct such a low woald
now prove futile, owing to a want of prapara-
tion fn the public mind, without which neo
| effective legislation can be secured.

Goy, Wilson to the West Virginia Legislaturs.

* The publio sentiment, awakened to the dans
. gers of political corruption, is demanding with
X unanimous voice throughout the lenzth and
| breadth of our country, a practlcal, thorough,
i and aearchine ballot reform. 7o preveant brip-
ery and secure the complete independemce of
the voter must be the aim and desire of every
good citizen., Bribery must be made odteus 1f
free institutions survive. Corruption and lib-
oerty can no more remaln with the same psople
than oan one serve God and mammon. What-
ever may be our respective political convice
tions, certainly we cuan sall anite upon a com.
mon ground for the purification of electiona and
the protection of the ballot.

“The States of Massachusetts, Conmneeticut,
Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Iliinois, Kentueky,
Tenneasee, and Montana, have adopted, in vari-
ous forms, what is Xnown as the Australian
system. Under these laws, elections have beea
held in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Mon-
tana, and they have been found far in advance
ol the old system. The orystalizatton of publia
opmnfon in favor of the Australian sysiem, 1o-
dicates thatit will be generally adopted through-
out the United States.

*“Knowing by expurience thedifisulry of pre-
paring a bill of considerable magznitude durinx
the llmited time of a legislative session as an
aid to tho Legislature,if it be oconciuded tvo
adopt this system, I have drafted a billin har-
mony with the constiiutionsl organization of
the State, which is attached hereto, and which
I present a8 a part hereof. Having oontdenocs
that it will secure the absolute indepandence of
the voter by euabling him to prepare aud de-
posit his ballot without possible interfercnoe,
and that it will secure falrer and purer elections
in this State I recommend that it be adopted.”

The bill which follows 1s made a part of tha
message. Itis a document of marvelous com-
pleteness, guarding agalnst every possibla
opening for corruption at the polia, To itas
construotion Gov. Wilson devoted several
weaks of Intense labor, and the production way
be vonsidered as nearly perfest as such a meas-
ure oan be brought. It securss an sbsolutely
seorot ballot, and thus prevents the briber from
gnowing that he has secured the goods that he
has bought. The ballots are to be prepared
by the S8tate ana ample precautiens are provid-
ed against repeating, ballot box stulling, or any
of the numerous devices to which the uwnpnn-
oipled politiclans resort. In the Governor'a
own language, it can be said * that only the
purchase of every man conneoted with the slec-
tion will open any aoor for corrupilon undaer
this bilL”
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