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HOLES IN THE BOWERY

THE CHATTY SUPPER ROOMS
OF AN AGE LONG PAST
SUBTERRANEAN HAUNTS THAT WERE
_TERRORS YIELD FINALLY TO A

MORAL GROWTH.

The science of -architectonics has méver
made much headway in old Peter Stuyvesant's
broad lane. Tmproveineut is regardel as- an
intrusion on a thorougufare whose realty is
either largelv entailed or else anchored by a
too sudden blast from the trumpet of the arch-
angel. It 13 not often thatna hole is visible
in the Bowery, unless fire or the PBuilding De-
partment enforces is, or unless sowe of its rook-
eries be termed holes. Theve is just now a gap
on the east side, near Delancey-street. It is due
to the leveling of ** The Custom louse,” 8 place
whose duties, instead of beiner collected by
sote man who owed his position to civil sérvice,
were handed over to abarkeoper sometimeoescom-
vlained of as of rather nucivil service. In aday
or two there will be another cap in the Bowery.
One of *The Yellow Wwins” is to come down,
Their age 1s beyond guessing. They look as if
they counld easily have fiaunted commemorative
flags on the day that Lafayctte, paying hig ante-
wortem visit of pleasure to thig country, camo
down tho ITudson River in great shape, a pro-
ression of gayly-decked steamboats and naval
vessels escorting, and portholes booming him as
1 powder woire sand—which costs almost as
much in this city now as powder did then, load
for load. The fouudations disclose that 261

Jowery was built far 2head of 259, but it is be-
lieved that both dingy hulks are at least 60 or
70 years old, Tt is almost a generation since
tueir counterpart, 2(}3,_\\’::5 lifted two stories
nearer  ihe  clouds. it is fully 40 yeurs
stneo a buteher and two hardwarce dealers
Lought 25Y, 261, and =63 Lor £5,000 apleco.
They intended to grasp the whole row up
to Houston-3treet, but 265 was a bar ina doubie
sense. The buteher moved into 261, where his
c¢hildren were boru, and whero he carried on a
meat shop in the basement. While it was in his
hiands it was uneventful. After he left it iv was
leased by the energetle ¥rank Duffy. In spite
of his_vigilance it became extrewmely lively.
With M. I Lyons as a pariner, Harry Canning-
ham, actor, manager, and_ dramatic asent,
leasad it and 254, ousted Duily, and in_ the
spring of 1572 opened the dining reom whose
key was soon afierward losi, siuce Which time
it Lias never been cluosed. Duily went
down to Grand-street, where, by .a ju-
dicibus  admixture of soda water and
politics, ho succeeced in maintaining
an equilibrium between iiie proprieures of tho
Tonti and tourteenth W ards, which tkere con-
frongeach other. Until after Harry Cunmng-
ham’s death the dirning rcom was coniine:d to
259, bati ir. Lyons enlarged 16 by adding 261,
The place is & curiosity in its line, and tuo irade
itdoos in alocality wherein nine cut of every ten
houses are dwellings, and oue out of everysceven
is a lusech or eatlnz houso in some shape, i3 &
marvel. Inthe nwmberof meals itserves up
every day 1t 1s ranked oaly by Smuith & MeNeli's,
but in tne consistency and ilavor otils straw-
berry shortcuke 1t Is doubttul if it 1s ranked
av all.

It is not easy to buy property on thd Bowery,
and years ugo Mr. Lyoas was a mioute iato1n
nailitng the Archangel. Marriage had added
259 to what may be called the Loriliard estute.
Thoe butcber wanted 306,000 for 261, One-
sixih of 1t Was in excess of & fair valuation ag
the dime, but the tenant liaally concluded that
3t was woerdh the premium to him, if to any-
body. 2aking out & clieck for the full amount,
Lo calied upon tie owner, who, having per-
witied himselt to be annoyed by some otuer
eatter, sent word that ne couall nos transaod
1N 3 that day, toolt tohis bed and died,
heavieg iu force a wiil forbidding the sale of
i proyerty daring the Lifetiine of 1is youngest
dangiter, JOW & somowhat prominent church
siigfer, with a beauty. nol wholiy in her voice.,
o possibility of acqiiving own rship of the
Pror erty by faying civil s1es0 to 16 was denied
he costagrateur by an event that happened in
1as own famizy sometihing like 20 years ago, amd
has finee_led 1o otier ovenis, and 50 D¢ Now
-iien 10 yeuiw’ lease of it as the best that fate
citers, 2ud will proceed to put up 2 new building
en Linuw abbroved by the owners. The con-
servative architeciure of the Bowery is proof
Bt 3t nas 0ot many tradesmen willing to do

¢ of the dread trumpet, the thorough-

st mueh eariier bave felt the civilizing
¢ ¢f new brick but jor the bar to prog-
fub by No.o 265 in 18 Iease as & barrooni.

¢ rean comiueied it @8 a Masonic head-

ieis, and something like 30 yeéars ago ho
formed itinwo one 0f a class of houses in
1avor With the grandsires of the presentg genera-
ien, wherein they would sit angd swooke and chat
i tasit minle fricuds, or, atier the tlieaire

avas out or vien biteilv resting from the fatizues
of tire *“ight faniast.e,” would dispense ice
crezin to some girida ami tafty to others, the

cream usually going to tne smallor. In practice
1t was lony the correst thing amopg the east-

siders to luke sweelhearis or wives or whole
families Lo Laeee supper rooms, somse oi whieh
Lad tabiex o aent bui four, with no more
privacy than a drawn curtain i needed, while
others - bud seantling apariments large
enough <o feat o dezen, but so thin in

their partitions ithat thore wis no privacy with

respect to sounds of merritnent or ordinarily
loud conver:ation. Besides Dean’s, there wers
tilree of thiese supper rooins pupaiar among the
castsiders, withont counting the Westchester
ilouse, cerner Bruome-sivreet and the Bowery,

wihere the steam cars of the Harlem railroad,
drawn to and from Twonty-seventh-street by
four horses, had a turn-out and a station. One
was Iin Odd Feliows Hull, erected about 1848,

and of rure massiveness for ¢hat era. Bituated
ai the cormer of Grand and Centre, 1t was
ptraizhit up irom ‘Taminany Hail, that old po-
Itical headquarters, then at the corner of Frank-
fors and Aassau, under the management of
Howard & Brown, having been the buslest of
ballrooms, Oad Xeilows was handy also to
Apoilo Hall, on Ireadway near Hester-street,
and earlvy during the f{tiies it became even
handicer 1o the new Assembly Rooms, for they
were on the slie of Mitelhell's Olympic Theatre,
on Broadway, pear Grand-streef. This restau-
rant was chiefivinreguest foroysters,andamonyg
tho hard-fisted democracy its staws acquired a
yapute neot rsecond to those of Taylor’s or
Thompsen's Broadway sajoons that served
up tho same grade of bivaives, bus charged
axtre, for smaller plates and nicer glasswure.
Its proprioetor for many yoars was .tail George
Browune, now residing soinewhere in opne of the
upper wards. Another supper room, also of
note for the trae democratic fiavor of its oys-
“ters, was in Grand-sireet, just east of Forsyth.
Iy, too, catered to Odd I'ollows and like societies,
with am occasional Son of 'Temperance, the
Daughiers of 'Teiarerancee having their meeting
rooin across ihe street. Its provrietor was dark-
haired Harry Wooley, & roadster, and tho firss
wan to exhibit the fimous - horse with a snalke
in his eye.” XNexteawrs the mere pretentious
sapper roows of Gus Riitz, 1n o wooden building
on e Bowery leng ago absorbed by Nicoi, the
tailor. Tho great tee-creawm contre was Xall's,
in Chatham-square, which was i littie too far
down.  Riltz’s piace aud Dean’s diiered from
Odd Psliows Hasll and Woeoley’s in being wholly
up at least one fiight ol 8stalrs, and in offering
rooms by way of weusurable seclusion instead
ot stalls oropen tabies. It is a singular fact,
ilingtrative of the unchauging character of this
part of the rowiu, so lar as buildings go, that,
though the businesses lhave vanished, the
1our houses (2n« With them Hall’s aud ihe
Westchiestor wnder @ new name) are still intact.

Gus Réitz shoived the way to retirement, bug
pot veluntuarily. He was an athlete and a mem-
ber of the Eushth Regiment. Athleties led to
his death, and tho regiment gave him impres-
sive interiuent ons cloudy Tuesday afternoon
wbout 1862, On tiae vrior HSunday in Shrews-
pury Biver, N, J., e hid added his testimony in
c¢orroboratiou that abtlity to swimm well drows
mpre men than it brivgs to shore, and very
often, 1f thore ian a guestion of two lives, it
drowns the wronug ope. Alter his death his
place went (o ths dogs, =nil 260 Dowery profited
correspoidingly. Dean cvoniinally rotiring firom
it, 16 urvnmed & new function in tho world’s’
economy by teaching the young the necessity
of virtue aud the oid a fear of the law.
In deference to the scrutiny of the police
different naiues wers from time to time given to
g houss that once quiecs became us notorious as
rum and debauchery could make it in a thor-
oughfare thai had tor wany yoars been striving
to ewulate the Chatham-street ot old in the vile-
ness of basement dens no longer otfensively
prominent on either highway, atthough two or
ihres decaties ago the iowery becams too small
to hold them all, and they ramitied into Riving-
ton and Stanton streets and as iar down Delan-
cey as Kldaridge., The horrible desth of & female,
avd not long afterward a widoight brawl in
whieh a mewmber of a German militia
regiment copceived the sanitarys idea of
washing out  Chrystie-street by driving
Lis sabre hayonet through the heart of a rising
young English-American citizen as sharp as the
gabre, but not much bigger thun tbe bayonet,
dirccted tardy religlous attention to the fact
that the Five Poiuts had been puritied to no pur-
puse 80 lon; us wissionaries were withlreld from
the Te:th Ward. Iiouses for periodical prayer
were thereupon opeuned on Both sides of the
BLowery from Yrince to Deldancey street, and
the underground  dens began to give way.
There was - probably no connection be-
tween the two, but the ¢ dives” disappeared
altogethor soon after the regimental armory at
the corner of Chrystie-street and Delancey was
vecated. Reforwn moves by inches, and the dis-
trict 18 far irom +wholesome yet, but crime
vanished bY the square rod when those caverns
along the Bowery and the stréets leading east
becamo tenantless, The bullding at 263 Bowery
has superseded Dean’s ¢ Manhattan” as o meet-
ing place for lodges or societles, and No. 265 is
now & barber’s shop on the main fioor ard a
lodging honse for males above.
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