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CLUBS 70 BE LICENSED.:

IMPORTANT I'ROPOSED CHANGE IN THE
EXCISE LAYWS.

The Commissioners on revision of the
excise laws unanimously decided at their mecot-
ing 1n the Bible House yesterday morning to in-
corporate in the bill they are to hand to the com-
ing Legiglature & provision that all clubs and
kindred organizations wherein liguor is sold
shall be required to take out a licenmse. Dr.
Crosby said during the discussion that he knew
that every reputable club in the State would be
willing and ready to take out such licemse, and
that it was principally formulated to get attheso
associations in this State which are formed ex-
clusively of drinking men soiely for the purpose
of getting liquer without the attendant expense |
of a liconse. The Commissioners aiso decided to
draw the line sharply between ¢‘hard” and
*“80It” beverages, aud to that end advised that
while the maximuru Heense for Jiguor should be
$750 that for beer shouid be butflso.

They also advised, in ordor that the men now
in the saloen business should suffer as iittle
1088 of money as possible 1n being forced out of
it, that the lguor license in citles for the first
year after the poassing of the Dbill should be
$400, for the sceond year $500, and for svery
Year thereafier $50 adcitional untl $750 per
year was reached, at which tigure the licenses
should stand. ‘Tue beer license is to rise from
§380 to $150 in about the same proportion.

Frederic R. Coudert sail 1n relation to the
club license: **As a citizen I think It an exeol-
lent measure and a zood step toward promoting
high liceuse principles. All reputable elubs will
dovubtless bo willing to adopt the idea, not be-
cauke they hotld themselves to be on the sawe
level witn the numerous drinking associations
that exist under the title of club, but because
1hey will see how exircimely difficult it would
by te framme & Iaw that would effectually dis-
criminate between the two.” Bt o3

Richard Katzenmuayer said in the same con-
nection vhat, while he did not think it right for
clubs that kept bars simply and solely fer the
accommodation of their mewmbers and not for
ouey-making purposes to be forced to take
out an exponsive license, yov 1if the law requir-
ing such a procedure should be passed he was
sure the respeasible clubs wouid be the first vo
uphotd it. **I thiok,” said he, ‘‘that the four
‘walls of a respectable club ahould give as much
privacy and ireedom of action to a membeor us
do the walls of his home, and I rather vxpect
tho matter to coire into the ceurts before tho
clubs will submit.”
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