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FWANTING BALLOT REFORM |

WEFFOLRTS MAIING 10 SECURE
PURITY OF E_LEU.’[IONS.
g’.l'HE WworK WHICH THE LEAGUE HAS
UNDERTAKEN AND IN WHICH IT
APPEALS FOR EVERY VO 'BR’S AID.
# Tt is now well established that during tho
Ygoming session of the Legislature at Albany

feVery effort will be made by the politiciaus to
1 kill the Saxton bill by subsutaung for 1t sdme
{ geusure whiclh, while it does not materinlly in-
lterfere with tho corrupt practicesef the politl-
' gizns, will appear on its fate to meet the uni-
versal demand for electoral reform. The Demo-
_oratio politicians did not understand how deep-
‘seated the dissatisfaction with the oxisting
‘systom was when they denounced the Saxton
bill and sustained the Governor’s veto at the
Bpring convention in this city. Itis a fact that
‘Gov. Hill up to the timo he gave his hearing on
the measure was rather predisposed in 1ts fuvor,
_f'bolievlns that it was popular with the working-
; snen througheut the State. Itis an cpen seerot
‘that he withheld his signuture becaussd
;0of the empbatic demarna "of the County
iDemoocraocy, in the person of Juige Water-
bury, and Tammany Hall, in the person of
*President of the Doard of Aldermein KIorster.

‘On the bearing the latter declared that the bilk
wwouid destroy the ¢ machines,” and it isknown,
' a3 n matter of 1act, that Gov. Hill was made to
geo that the dofeat of this measure was a 8ine
_qua-non of his re-clection. During the Sammer
.the Governor said that, eveu thouxh lhe should
. get the neminssion, his course with regard 0
electeral reform migint possibly coss him bi3
eleotion, and it is well known wl1at during his
campaign he went so far as to say o several
people that this was the one matter of which he
had the greatest fear.
Feeling in tlia way and wishing to play the
; demagogue and stay the current of opposlition
: on this acore, the Governor sought.iv cominit
1 the Buffalo Convention to some sort of a baliob
:retform. His Seeretary, Col. William G. Rice,
‘attended the convention and took with him a
ready-made plattform, which was tho joint
.work of Gov. Hill and D. Cady Herrlck of Al-
bany. Thie platforin was yprinted on large
%aper, and 2 copy given to euch membor of the
lavtorm Comnmittes ‘as well as to sowme of the
important leaders. 1ts article, as copied from &
duplicate of the original, read as followa:
*“The Democratic Party now, as always, earnestly
Eavors the preservation of the purity of eleciions,
he protectiou of the ULallot, wnd tho certainty of
Jhonest returns, and believes that these condition ar
essential to the permanence ol our free institutions,
and that all good cltizons should unite in promot-
jvg such conditions and in preventing all adverse
nund rraudulent influences,
We favor all reasonible and practical measures
~vhich may conduce to these desirable results, and
to that end we favor, under properly-guarded regu-
lations, the furnishing of mecessary ballots by the
State, county, muunicipality, and towon for all elec-
tions therein. aud we approve a chunge in our pros.
ent olection laws whereby the socrecy of the ballot
phall be more certainly preserved, absolute inde.
pendence in votiag scourad, and every cloctor more
etfectually guarante:d the right to voie as ho
pieases and to nave that vote hunestty counted. and
parcticularly. in order to more thoronghly guard
againat bribery and corruption at the polls and
uudue influence and coercivon unt the pars of corpora.
tivns, employers. aud others, we favor providing,
substantially, among other things, for eleciors vot-
ing separately and secrotly, in comparimeéunts or
Dbooths arranged for that purpose, under appropriate
and necessary regzulations. We favor any practical
and properly-framed m=zsurs, however stringent
and severe, whichk will more surely prevend and
‘punish bribery and frand as well as mtimidation
and coercion at electious.
We approve the vetolast year of the so-called
Saxton kilectoral bill, becouse 1t contains provis-
jons which were grossiy defective, vlearly imprac-
ticable, and otherwise objectionable, and would,
‘therefore, fail to accomplishi the reforms desired:
and we denouuce the action of the Repubiican Leg-
isiature in purposely delaying the passage of such
measare so that it falled 1o reach the Executive
until after the adjonrnment of the Legislature,
~when it was toolate to correct iis concealed errors,
and Jdefects or to make ony ameundments or altera-
tions therein, thoreby compelling a veto of its me1-
jtorious as well as its objectionable provisions. The
‘Rovpublican Party havizg had the control of the
‘Legislature almost continuously durinyg the whole of
the past 25 vears is at fault in net having heretofore
enacted acceptable legislation upen this subject rea-
sonably freo from ovjectivn.

+ 1t will be observed that no deolaration svas
ade as to how the bailots were to be furnished
¥y the Btate, In what formm they were to be
yrinted, nor how they were to be distributed.
alther was any definite suggestion made as to
.the way in which the party would secure secresy
of tha ballct or sacure **absolute independence
in voting.”” 1ltdwelt on the evils of coercion
and proposed the booth systom, which made the
suggestion bear some physical resemblance to
‘the Australian plan. This was calculated to
mislead by giving the appearance of a desire
for gepulne reform, althoush there was no
tangible or detinite suggestion made, and al-
though such hints as the resolution contained
entirely disregard in overy essential and funda-
mental feature tho Australian system.

Nevertheless, vague and uncertain a8 the
Tesolution was, Col. Rice und his triend, Judge
Muller, were told by Mr. Groker and the repre-
sentatives of the Brooklyn michine that they
would not stand it, and the result was that only
80 much of it as approved of the Governer's
veto was approved by the committee and adopt-
ed by the convention.

During the last olection both parties used
money in unheara-of suins. The Demeocratio
Party having been defeated by the ‘‘fat” which
had been fried out of Mr. Wanawmaker and AMr.
Foster, there arose all along the line a ery for
the passage ef sorue measure to put an end to
bribery in eleotions.

During the past month it is ntnderstood that a
half dozen aifferent organizations have drawn
up bills with reference to the use of money,
printlng of ballots, arnd the prevention of
corrupi prasctices. Tammany Hall will sosan
send out a Corrupt fruetice act and possi-
bly a Ballot Retorma bill. 1t is knewn that soine
members of the Counrty Democracy have also
been preparing a bill. A committee of the
Union League Club has also been at workon
the watter, 88 has a committee of the Young
Men’s Demoeratic Club.. Mr. Saxton has de-
clared his purpose of reintrodacing his measure
©of last year, with such amendinsats as may be
necaessary to make it coaform to the views ot
the Governor, so far as it can be done without
intrenching on the essential features of the bill,

‘The friends of the Saxton bhill early foresaw
that an etfors would be made by Gov. Hill and
hig friends to secure the passage of some bill
whioch would have the appearance but not the
reality of reforui, and have been continuaily
organizing the electoral rerorm seuntiments of
the State. Enrollment lists were sent out in
the following form, and -upward or 10,000 of
.them have been signed and returned to the
gommittee having this work in charge:,

*“I authorize you to enroll my name among those

u favor ¢f electoral reform, and ef the repassage

y the next Legislature of the so-called Saxton mll,
which was passod by the last Legislature and
vetoed by Gov. HilL"”

In aadition to this the following call for the
organization of the Ballot Reforw League hias
been signed and issued:

The undersizned Veliove that the public inter-
©sts imperatively demand the prompt enactment of
alaw which will guarantee an unbribed and socrey
ballot, and the abolitiou of trading a2upd dealing at
the polls. . :

To this end we nurge ihe formation of a Ballov
Reformm League, to inform and educate the public,
and secure tue passage by tlo Legislacture of an act
embodying the tollowing principles:

Mirgt—The baliots should be printed and distribut-
:ed at the public expense. (This takes away the
‘oxcuse for assessing candidates.)

Second—The names of all candidates for the same
office shonld be printed npon the same bLaliot. (This
dAuestroys dealing and rading botween candidatos,
makes independent nominations possible, and rnakes
it impossible for the name of ary candidate to be
withheld from the votor.)

Third—1The ballot should be delivered to tho voter
within the polling place on election day by sworn
public othoiais. (This abelishes the paid political
‘wourker.) A

Fourth—Only bailots so deliveresd should Ye voted,
the votor guarantesd absoluve privacy in m‘anuriug
his ballot, and the secrecy of the ballot wade com.
gu‘lsory. (This prevents intimidation and destroys

ribery at the polls.)

Ifyou agree with these sentimentsand are willing
to aid, either by your induencea, by your personal et-
fort, or by contribution, you are reguested to join
in the formation of the Ballot Reform League.

Your membership will éentitle you to receive doc-

uments published by the Loeague, in explanation

end advocacy of the legislation sought.
Henry Darling, Hamniiton College.
M. B. Anderson. University ol icochester.
Charles Kendall Adams, Coruell University.
Howard Crosby, ID. D., New-York,
Walter Howe, New-York.
Xadward M. shepard, Brookiyn.
Lyman Abbott, D. D., Brookiyn.
J. Henry Harper, New-York,
3. H. Boyesen, New-York.
A. Jacoby, New-York, .
Sherman S. Rogera, Buffalo, -«
F. O. Mason, Geneva,
Charies . Miller, Genava,
Seympur Dexter, Elmira.
Matthew Huaie, Albany.
Charles H. Hall, D, ., Broeklyn,
I enry George, New-Yorl.
Adolph L. Sanger, New-York,
Charies >eribner, Nevw-York. -
J. L. Buriingame, New-York.
R. Underwood Jetinson, New-York.
A. Judd Northrup, Syracuse.
12 C. sprague, Lsuatialo,
Wheeler H. Peckhain, New-Yorlk
Fraaeis Earlow, New-York.
(¢, H, Parkhuarst, D. D., New-York,
J. H. Van Amringe, New-Yorik.
Htopbeun A. Walker, New-York.
Dantel Magone, New-York.
George C. Magun, New-York.
‘Willlam H. ‘Wallace, New-York,
John A, Taylor, Brookiyuo.
#eth Low, Brookiyu.
Erwin Packard, Brooklyn.
Thomas G. Shearman, BErooklyn.
WWilllam J. Coombs, Brooklyn.
Alfred T. White, Brooklyn.
Iienry L. Spraguo, New-York.
J{enry Villard, New-York. i
Roswell Smith, New-York.
F.lchard W, Gilder, New-York.
X, I, Deming., New-York.
E. C. Kaunffman, New-York.
John De W. Warner, New-York.
Joseph E. Bishop, New.York.
. A. O. Bernhelm, New-York,
. D. Woodward, New-York.
Danfel E. Chamberlain, New-York. .-
Russell Sturgis, New-York. . ’ L
R. B, Bowker, New-York. DR
Willlam M, Ivins, New-Yotk, and others..

Signed:

1 }.',';
o8ll, sccompanied with a  half dozen
ks committing the signer to the" principles

PR et

contained in the call, 1s now being eirculated,
with tho following latter, which letter shows
the progress that has already been made in be-
hzlf of this particular reform.

DALLOT REFORM LKAGUE, 83 LIBRRTY-STREUT, ;

. NEKW.-YORK UITY,

DEAR SIR: I inclose herawithan enrollment blank
of the Baliot Reform League for your attontion and
signature. Itis already signed, as you will sog, by
8 number of represontative «itizens of sil parties.
The principles of the lsague are aet foritl therein
and also on the inglosed ships. If. you :approve of
them, you are cordially invited to join and to enlist
others who may be in sympathy with the purposes
of the leagzue. .

The recent national and State elections have em-
phasized the importauce of such a change in our
election laws ns shall guarantes the secrecy of the
ballot and the personal indepeiidenss of the voters.
1'he agitation in favor of the passaye of laws em-
bodyling the prinoiples set forth _in the accompany-
ing dosuments is widespreat. Im Indiana, New-
York, and Michigan, popualar sentiment is now thor-
oughly aroused, and, if properly organized,’can com-
pel the parsage of such laws at -the coming session
of tho Legislatures in these States.

Massachusetts has already enacted such s law.
A simtlar law is in successful operation in the city
of ILouisville and in the State of Wisconsin., The
principles ot the league have stood the test of actual
operation in Australig, in the diflerent provinces of
Canada, and in Great Britain. In each 1nstance the
1aw has worked smoothly and has attained the de-
sired end—the secrecy of the ballot and the discour-
agement of brivery aund corruption. , .

t is hoped that you will sizn your name to ths
inclosed 8iip, and secure the signatures of others who
nay be willing to co-operate in the cause of ballot
reform. ‘Those sfips should be promptly returned
to the undersigmned, addresscd 33 Lilberty-street,
New-York City, so that compnlete organization may
pe rapidly effected. If tho numerous iriends of this
cause will in this way exert themselves to increase
the membership of-the Ballot Reform League such
a strong demonstration can be made that the selfish
opposition of the defonders of our present corrupt
and cra e moethods of conducting elections will be

ovcercome. Respectruliy., -
A. C. BERNHEIN,
JAMES W. PRYOR,
‘femporary Secretarios.
The committee alrcady has more than

1,000 signatures to a now enrollment, 1n ad-
dition to the 10,000 on the old enrollment,
50 that the Ballot Reform League starts the
yesr with a large me:nbership. The committeo
in charge has complete canvass lists of the entire
Republican and Democratic vote in every school
district in the State, which, together with the
lists of mndepeukents, high liesmse lists, and
single tax lists, make a canvass of about 300,-
000 names, representing every election aistriet
in the State. The work of correspondonce is
already well in hand and the committee eX-
pects, by the middle of January, (o have placad
1ts documents in the hands of every slector on
its lists, and confidently believes that it will
nave an enrolled membership of 50,000 before

, the end of the month.

The rapidity with whieh the committee I8
pushing its work will depend in some measure
upor its success in raising funds; but it reports
its Treasury is already in a condition to war-
rant it in beginning the werk and pushing 1t
with vigor.

The enrollment signed by each voter con-
tains among others this doelaration: ¢ We
hereby authorize the enrollment of our names
as members of the Ballot Reform League, aud
the use of our names in petition to the l.egisla-
ture or otherwise in furthsrance or these ob-
Jects.” Any person dQesiring to vetition the
Logislatute for the passage of alaw embodying
the principles of the Ballot Reform League
has enly, 1o s1gn the enrollment shp, and the
League will be in.a position during the com-
ing sessionof the Legislature to authoritatively
appear before ibat body and contend for tho
principies which it believes to be fundamental
to true reform. )

The League has not declared itself in favor of
any particular bill. After all the bills are intro-
duced it will be in a position to say which con-
forms most thoroughly to the principles 1t ad-
vocates and then give that parsticular measure
its endorsement.. It will use its entire streagth
to defeat any bill which does not embody alil the
prisciples for whieh it contends. .

indenendent ot the Ballot Reform League
above referred to, 8 number of other organiza-
tions, with like object in view, have sprung up
daring the past two or three months. Thers
ara several Assembly District leagues already
organized in this city in addition to the Com-
monwealth Club and the Reformn Club, both of
which are devoting themselves to this work.
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