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WESTERN UNION'S DILEMB A,

NO EXPLANATION YET OFFERED OF IT®
BAD WORK.

The officials of the Westernh Union Teles
graph Company did not think it worth while Yesa
terday even to pretend that they were trying to
find out how a private telegram addressed on,
Tuesday to Dow, Jones & Co. and sent over tha
company’s line was delivered to s rival of Dow,
Jones & Go. in time for the rival to print it and
circulate it on Wall-street before the original
reached Dow, Jones & (o. Of course the neint
of tze issuc now made affects the privacy or‘ tel-
egrams, and the company’s failure to set tha
imdtter right is constrihed down towhn mach tu tha
disoredit of the already unpopular monopoly.

In one sense this failure is regardea as af -
insolent fing in the face of the public. Msn say
that what may be done with a telegram belong:
mg to oti¢ person may ba done with any one's.
If the company does not mean to convey the
impression that it assumes the righ$ to handie

telegrams intrusted to it for the bemefit of {ts
managers or friends its present course subjects
it to great risk of bejing misjudged. A delay of a
few tia§s lohger in reporting upon the alleged in-
vestigation into this easily tracef occurrence,
over which ten minutes’ mqmr{ would seem to
be ample, will only strengthiéh {he opinton now
widely held tbat the delay implies great diflieul-
ty in doncocting an explanation that will nold
water. The longer the delay the more exacting
will be the demands in this repard. Those who
are watching the matter think thé company
must realize that its course gets it only deeper
into tlie mire. Thisis the basis of the suspicion
that no explanation will ever be madle. . -

That is 110ot, however, thé general iinpression.
It may hajgpen that the company will try to re-
spoud to Dow, Jones & Co.’s demand in such g
way 48 not to stand comitnitted upon eithet tna
personal guestion or the general prineipls ins
volved; butthat something will be offered by
way of éxplanation Seems almost certain..’Jngg
ing by Press Agent Bomerville’s opinton that thig
case is none of the publié’s busihése, {8 i
thought by some that the company will try ta
inake & report t0 Dotv, Johed & Co. in such form
or imanner as fo leave the public in the dark 54
to that company’s 1dea of its right W0
make careless, vieious, or mischievons usg
of ptrivate dispatches. The preparation of
such & 7report of course takes time,
Doyw, Jones & Co. remain patient. They
will give the company ample time to feply.
Should the * {nvestigation’ last unreasbnablf
long something may be done beyotd the simgl q
demeand already filled. BIr. Jones says he arked
an explanation because he felt he was entitled ta
it. The company officials appeared to agree with
him and gaid he should have it. He will believe
for a while yet that they will do as they prom-
ised. Some of his friends are urging him to stop
all this nonsense by bringing suit against the
company eriminally as well as by eivil process.
Withi & prospect of getting the responsible of-
ficials behind bolts and bars the company would
probably begin, so these friends say, to pay some
ref)m'd to private rights,

ress Agent Somerville evaded inquirles yes-
terday by leaving his desk early, not to return.
Dr. Norvin Green, President of the company,
still denied himself to callers on this business.

There has been a good deal of interest mani-
fested in circles closely allied to the eoperating
department of the Western Unfon Telegraph
Cotnpany, to asdertain the name of the opersator
of wwhom the company alleges it so promptly
made “an example” when the fact of the leak of
news was first brought foifs notice. It is the
custom of this ¢ompany to visit itd displeasure
upon the heads of telegraph operators whenévef
mistakes are made in the transmission of mea
sages—sometimes justly, often withoat any
extduuating teasons. So it happens that whend-
ever any trouble arises operatofs quietly begii
making investigations to ascertain which one of
thelr assoclates has been or is to be sacrificed,
and as a rile they know the true inwardness ,of
the situation when it is impossible for outsiders,
and particularly journalistic outsiders, to abtain
even the shadow of a suspicion of the actual con-
dition of affairs from the officials in ebarge.
It is well known among telegraph operators
who bhave investigated the matter dur.
ing the dpast two days that-no one has been
dismissed in the Commercial News Depart-
ment of the Western Union Company, nor in any
other department, for the “irregularity” in dis-
posing of Dow, Jones & Co.’s news dispatch to
the Kiernan agency. Considerable surprise was
manifested resterday by one who would know
what steps had been taken in this direction
when he was asked by one *‘“inside the
ring” as to the name of the unfortunate operator
who had been made tg _suffer for this act on the

art of the company. His reply was that no one
Ead been dismissed—that was all a_* fake”-=and
that no one would be dismissed. Which demon-
strates the amount of reliance that is to be
placed upon any statement made by the so-called
news bureau of the Western Union Company.
The responsibility for the sale of Dow, Jones &
Co.’s news does not rest upon the shoulders of
any operator, and the company will hardly dare
to give any operator unjustly dealt with an op-.
portunity, from cause, to tel what he knows of
the inside workings of the commercial news de-
partment.

There aretoo many leaks in the Western Union
Telegraph Oftice to warrant that company in
inviting criticism of ehallenging testimony from
any of its employes. It Is not always that the
messages intrusted to'its wires are made com-
merce for the benetit of news agencies or news-
papers. It is believed in some guarters that
the more important the information the more
exclusively it becomes the froperty of the com-
pany or of those who control the company. .

Is it true that there is a special loop behind
the great switchboard in the operafing rouvm of
the Western Union Company marked “XNo. 1
special—Jay Gould ¥” . .

Ana is it trne that thisloopecan eut into
(that is tap) any wire entering the Western
Unio'n Telegraph office ati Dey-street and Broad-
way

If it is true, and the dgentlemnn named desires,
he can, if so disposed, while away a pleasant
hour or two now and then listening to other peo-
ple's messages; and there are some interesting
ones, no doubt, flying over the wires.
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