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CLUBS. WHICH ENTERTAIN

TEREY REAP A REWARD IN IN-
CREASED MEMBERSHIPS,
4HE INNOVATION ENJOYED BY ALL BUT A
SELECT FEW—ACTORS ROYALLY TREAT-
ED—STRAY NOTES,

-fhe “innovations’” of the theory and
gpirit of club life that have become popular
within the past few years are often the subject of
discussion, and it may be added, of dissension,
gmone members. By innovations is meant
*ladies’ receptions,” ** Saturday nights," *' art
receptions,” ** musicales,” and dinners to celeb-
rities, permitting members to eptertain personal
guests. The spirit and theory of a club as de-
rived from Loudon, where the club is even
more than here a social institution only
ranking second to the home, is that of bpri-
vacy and exclusiveness—a resort ounly for the
members and for such solely and none others.
With the exception possibly of the Savage,
where some entertainments and dinners are
given to which members ean bring outsiders,
and where members of the Lotos are admitted
on a three months® interchange card, and a swell
club called the Marlborovugh, at which during
specified hours the members can entertain ladies
in the restaurant—the fundamental and time-
hounored idea of privacy and exclusiveness js as
religiously observed as in the more prominent

and stable clubs of this city, like the
ancient Union or the younger, but not
less dignified, Xnickerbocker. In neither

of these clubs can residents not mem-
bers obtain admission except 4as guests
to dinner in the private rooms, and where the
cara system for foreigners is charily extend-
pd. Bo rigorously olserved is tine rule regard-

ing the introduction of residents except as
guests at a private dinner—when they pass im-
mediately from the receptiofi room inio the pri-
vate room without a glimpse of the other apart-
ments—that thos¢ members who recently en-
gaged several of their friends in the Lotos Club
in a friendly game of billiards canpot return the
compliment in their own house withouta special
and unprecedented suspension of the rules by
the Goveruing Committee or the placing of a
billiard tabte 1n a private dining room, while not
long since in the Union League a member was
suspended tor 15days for thoughtiessly taking in
a friend to get a drink while passinz on his way
up town.

While it iz true that the inbnovations men-
tioned—approved by some as & good teature of
club life and condemned by othars as unclublike
~—can be attended alike by all the members able
to 2o, (excepting, indeed, in the recent unpre-
cedented case of the Union League charging
members a subscription for the tickets to the
ladies®’ reception, unnecessarily excluding on the
occasion 1in question those members who did not
thereby secure admission,) these entertain-
ments interfere more or less seriously with the
domestic arrangements and routine of the club,
disturbing the sere¢nity and accommodations
therein to the extent that the members do not
fina that privacy and personal comtfort insured
by the spirit and theory of their institution. Of
course, those clubs organized for special pur-
poses of giving these eniertainments do not be-
long in this category, and there are many such
in the numerous cataloguc of the clubs in this
gity.

On the other hand, it has been found that the
Baturday nizhts and art reunions area very
puccesstul secret of recruiting or increasing the
membership; in other words, of building up the
club. Though the Century had been giving its
monthly art rceeptions tor years, and the now ge-
funct but very joliy—so long as it lasted—Athe-
nseum Club gave social reunions, permitting
members to introduce guests, the credit or onus
oi all the modern innovations of club life be-
longs unquestionatly to the Lotos Club and its
offshoot, and for a time tormidablerival, the Ar-
cadian,which dissolved into the Putette, and fingal-
1y disbanded, after an unsuccessiul but brave
struggie to eclipse the Lotos. T'he lsatter club
attained its prominence and prosperity through
the influence of its ladies’ receptions, Suturday
nights, dinners to foreign and domestic celebri-
ties, and art reunions, and the Athletic un-
doubtedly owes much of its popularity and
growth 19 the entertainments given in its
parlors aund its splendid gymnasium, (the
finest, probably, in the world,) while un-
qguestionably the frequcnt afternoon ladies’
receptions and art displays of the Union
League have contributed much toward the soc:al
success and stability of that institution. Itecan-
not be denied that all these entertainments and
receptions are innovations of the fundamental
jdea of the organization of a club, butsuch have
now become so general in this city that each
new club adopts the curriculum as a speedy
means of obtaining recognition.and consequent-
1y there are now comparatively only a tew ciubs
that do not entertain in this way. It is not like-
1y that the Union or the Knickerbocker or the
New-York or the University Club will ever
adopt the system: their membership is full, or
there are numerous applications, and the senti-
ment in each is opposed to the innovation. .

1t is not correct, however, to ascribe the chief
motive of the various entertainments given to
g desire to attract ncw members as much as to
proemote the enjoyment of those who have al-
ready joined, many of them beczuse of these
frequently recurring and pleasant affairs. Io
none of the clubs is the regular attendance
more than 25 per cent. of the membership, and
in many it peobably would not average 15 per
cent.; but on the occasions of these entertain-
ments there is a general rally and festivity, and
the inconveniences and domestic derangement
incidental to the atfair are for the mowment for-
gotten even LY the mugwump element. And
that these entertainments always occasion a gen-
eral disturbance in the serenity of the routine
Pprivacy and comtort any housewife can readily
understand. The departure from the routine of
the well-regulated household of the club, gen-
erally conducted on mun-o’-war principles, af-
fects the domestics as well as the habitués, and
continues for several days.

The opponents of the innovation are especially
gevere in condemning the ladies’ receptions,
claimieg that a clubhouse 1s a resort designed
for gentlemen. and is no place for ladies, their
attendance being an interruption, indeed a
violation, of the customs and comforts of the
club, as on these occasions the members who
wish to enjoy themselves in their usual ways are
restricted To several rooms, the rest beinz thrown
open to the fair visitors, who, in their natural
desire to inspect the lion's lair, never wmiss
the opportunity. It must be admitted that
the habitués of the club, who are really itg
minority, are much put about by the ladies and
the art receptions tor several days, but they are
in the minority, and the rights of the more
pumerous class, who pay their dues but never

ome excepting on these occasions, are also to

e considered. There is, however, a consistent
regard for the fundamental idea of ciub life,
and prabably it a vote were taken in the several
clubs regarding the givine of entertainments
that [disturb its domestic routine the majority
would be against theinnovation, although the
sgsten_: has become a recognized characteristic of
the said club. 1t would at all events be an inter-
esting question to test by a popular vote, as
the sentiment of all properiy governed clubs is
niways to justly regard the minority views,
pspecially as in this case the minority would
constitute the frequenting element, the daily
patrons. The expeuses of these entertainments
are generally defrayed from the treasury of the
pglub. The custom of the bar and restaurant is
jargely increased on the occasions of these en-

tertainments by the augmented attendance of .
members with their guests, who are generally °

royally entertained, but this acrues to the bene-
fit of the speculating steward and not to the
club, and the expenditure is therefore to be
charged to the profit and loss account, the theory
being that it is wise and ad visable because atiract-
fng new members besides pleasing those partici-
pating. In the clubs which do not conduct their
pwn bar and restaurant, billiard and card room
through a salaried man a speculating steward
mssumes all the risks and pockets ail the profits,
tharging bhigher average prices than in the
pthers, generally receiving a subsidy of from
21,500 to $5,000 to stoure him against loss in con-
sequence of the limited and fluctuating patron-
age, which is never reliable because of dining
out or absence from tho city, even among those
clussed as habitués. No one ever knows, it may
be remarked en passant, how much the specu-
lating stewart of a club makes; itis the stand-
{n;z joke in the clubs employing such thata
oser ig generally persistently claimed by him.

So frequently are these Saturday nights and
musicales given in the several clubs that it is be-
ginning to be found diflicultto secure-volunteer
professional talent. In the New-York Yacht
Club, the Athletic, and tke Lotos there is suffi-
cient amateur talent to give their entertain-
ments if it was called upon, as on the occasion
the other night at the initial musicale of the
New-York Yacht Club in their cozy Winter
guarters on Madison-avenue, when the danger-
pus precedent of a costly petit souper of terrapin

tew and otber deticacies ad [ib. was established.
g[‘he numerous professional membership of the
Lambs’ Club could, if arranged, give an enter-
tainment that would be a memorable constella-
tion of stars, but this eiub will not contemplate
any festivity beyvond its regular nocturnal rally
around the round tables in its comfortable par-
lors and its dinner on the third Sunday of the
month.

The professional talent that appears at these
entertainments is always gratuitous if not vol-
unteer, and it is generally considered a feather
in the cap of those who are invited or afforded
in opportunity. The artists are always hand-
somely entertained by the House Committee,
pod often carriages are sent to convey them to
lmd fro. In order to enlist their interest and

oyalty actors are required by the Lambs only
to pay the annual dues, while the Washingzton
Club, which frequently has a Saturday night,
throws open its doors to them, and now the
Lotos_has adopted a rule authorizing the Elec-
- tion Committee to remit the initiation of pro-
fessionals in its discretion. At the Athletic and
the New-York Yacht Club professionals, espe-
cially the male members of * Toe Mikado” com-
ragny, are always royally treated. The enter-
tdinment and care of the contributing talent is
not the only expense occasioned to the club by
these various cntertainments, but there are nu-
merous incidental disbursements tbat often
make them rather costly in the opinion of the
opposing class. The Lotos for the past two years
has shown a tondency to restrict its entertain-
ments, whether from motives of aconomy Or
hecause a foreign or home celebrity could not be
geleoted for them to dine i3 not known, but

HOW aonnounces an art reception for the 27th

jost. and the firss ladies’ recantion of the season

for the ensuing Monday, which will upset their
domestic routine for four days. Itis whispered
that the Governing Committee of the Athletic
is finding their regular Saturday nights proving
too expensive, andit is intimated that unless the
fund for the purpose is recruited by volunteer
contributions these entertainments may be less
frequent. The numerous membership of this
club erowds the house on the-occasions of the
entertainments in the parlorsor the gymnasium,
There is no truth that the staid and_aspiring
Maohattan will indulge in a Saturday nicht rally
or two before the scason closes. The extent of
their dissipation is the regular reception to the
successful Democratic candidate for Governor
or President. 1t is true it has so far fallen into
the line of modern innovation as to allow mem-
Lers the privilege of introducing aresident twice
during the fiscal year which is enjoyed now by
those in nearly all the clubsexcepting the Union,
New-York, Knickertbocker, University, Ualon

.League, Calumet, and Century.

Thero is little news in club circles this week,

Tunere has been a lively accession to the St.
Nicholassince the announcement of the removal
to the avenue, and the Calumet, with the samo
intention, is also increasing its membership,

It 1s said that the now passing away tight-
money period occasioned many suspensions and
resigpations in the clubs, especially the young-
er, and the disposition in all is to be lenient, and
let the unfortunates re-enter on the payment ot
dues to date. 1t is a mystery in some of the
clubs, especially the swell ones, bow some of the
members *“*hold on,” as it is claimed that the
delinquents are regularly posted without any
personal favoritism, and also that many of the
delinquents have been able to get ' off the list.”

The election at the New-York Yacht Club on
Thursday evening is regarded as a signal defeat
of the Union Club influence, and may be signifi-
cant of a change in the policy of the organiza-
tion.

The Twilight Club will hereafter give its semi-
monthly dinner at an up-town instead of a
down-town restaurant. .
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