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FORTY-FOURTH CONGRESS.

SECOND SESSION......Jan. 8.
P v—

SUMMARY OF THE DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

In the Senate, the resolution deelaring Wil
liam M. Tarner bound, under bis oath, to snewer
qusstions put by the Electios Committee regariing
the transmission of telegraphio wessages throngh his
office, at Jaoksonville, Oregon, was calied up and
discussed at length. When a vote was reached it
was discovered that there was nota quoram present
and the Senate adjourned till Monday

In the House the Senate amendments to the Pen.
slon bill were concarred tn. Mr. E. W. Barnes, the
New-Orleans Manager of the Waoastern Union Tele-
gravh Cumpany, was brought to the bar by ths
Sergeant at Arms, and presented a long argament
tn reply to the guestion what excuse hv had te
offer for not producing boefore the committes in
New.Orleans the telearamy called for in the sab:
peeua sorved on him, The answer, the report of
the Investigating Committee, and all the pavers ou
this subject were referred to the Committes on tho
Judiciary. The bill waking an appropriation to
meet the deficioncy in the contingeat fund of thu
House was passed. Tho tiouse adjourned till to-
Morrow,

BENATE.
PRIVACY OF TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGES,

Mr. MORTON, of Indiana, called up tbe resolution
submitted by the Committeo ou Privileges and
Elections on Wednesday last, declaring that
William M, Tarner is ip duty bound,auder his oath,
te auswor  the quesilons propounded to bim by the
commitieo, in regard to the transmission of tole
graphio messages through his ofice at Jackson',
ville, Oregon, and that he cannot exouse bimsei
from apswering the same by reasun of his ¢ffioial
connoction with the Western Unicn Tolegrapk Com-
pauy, a3 the manager of their oflice ut Jucxson-
villo, Orruuu.

Mr. KrLLY, of Qregon, satd he hoped the resola-
tion woulit 9o adopted. There was no reasen why
telegrapbic comumunications should not be made
publie whon justice demanded it. It was s well.
known prindiple of law that written cummuvica.
tious, no matter how coufidential, muast be produced
in courts of justice when wecossary (o serve the
euds of justics; and nothing was ;ovre sucrod than
a cupfidential letier Letwesn rwo pers . ns. Thie
witness ['Lurser| had uogquestionavly boecu loaky;
he had digciused somotbing about dispateher
pasning through his oflice, aud now he should be made
to telt the whole, e [My. Kelly] was very coati.
dent that Lo communicaiion reterring to the polit.
enl events at Salew, Oregon, would shiow thet auy-
thing wrony hud becu done, It any imaroper tele
gram had passed over the wirs be {Mr. Keily])
would have known something aboutat. He mul
patistied that nothiog ymproper could be shown ;'
that not o dollar had devn vxpended uul.awmll)'
or impropetly, lo was present at Salews at  tho
time, and knew o  all the  transaciions.
e was very much astoaished at the vituperauive
areault made by the Seuator trom Lowa [ Mr. Wnignt]
yesterdsy upon the Goversor of Oregen.  \Yby thas
Sepator Lok occasion to aesault the Goveruor of
Uregon on the tloor o the Scuate wnon he kusw
tuat the (yuvernor was prescnt and could uot reply,
he [Mr. Kelly| could not understund. ‘L'se Senator!
from Jowa was mistaken i lus lacts, mistaken in:
his law, and doubly mistaken as to the duties of
the Excoutive of a Biate. ‘L'he Gouvernor, no vilitieq,
yosterday, bad Leen cwice elected Governor of the
State, and receutly elected to succend him {Mr.
Kelly] in the Scoate of the Unied States. In
everyihipg that became a wan of bonor, & wan of
principle, GGov. Grover was tho poer of the Seuatlur:
{rom Iowa. ,

Mr, WRIGHT, of lowa, said it was fuvr from his
thoughis yescorday to aouss er vility any one, He'
accepted the facta as be underalood them, and,
stated s couclusionw, If the lucts stated by bim,
were true, he bad no word to take back, )

Mr. KuLLY argued that the Guvernor of Qregon:
was justibed 1n Lis action by the decisions of tue
Supreme Courts of Iudinna aid ot Oregun.

Mr. WRIGHT said the Guvernor was & tuere min.
18terial officer. aud there was no decision which
authorized i to decide a jugicial quesuon. i

Mr., KLLY argued that the qusst:on decidea by
the Goveruor of Uregon wus not a judicial une; Iq
was a political question, and the Goveruor had tho\
right to decioe1t. !

Mr. SHerMAN, of Ohto, said the Senste shoald
congider u6 .estion us to the extent of its power
in calling for private telegrams botweeu citizons.
As a rule the courts via noet cumpel the provuo..
tion of private papers unless particular papers wore
called for, and 1t was showp at the same time that
they were »pecosaary to &erve the eunds
of justice, lle was not prevared to say
that this caso  was one which justifieg
the Senate of the United States In calling for tele
grams u a general way. le hoped the Seuats oi

the United States would not be the first to Lreak
duwn the ordinary barriers of contidentlal conamu.
pication between private individuais, Lhe power
of the Senate in compeuing the production of letters
and telegrams should be kept witlin the Linits tc
which a court wouldl go, lHe trustod that the call
tor telegramas woald be conticed sirictly to those tely
grams from public ofticers uputi public veslucss una
there would be po peveral eall tor telegrams, Tho
puwar was a dangerous ons and likely Lo Lo abussd,
and ho hoped svme law wounld sovu be passcd to
overn the production of telegrawss nm{ lcteers.

’rivate property and pilvale p.pers «hould bo
kept sacred. Ir the Comaittos ou Priviieges auc
Eiections dosired certain telegrama they ahould be
puinten out, and 1t should bo showi tbat their pro-
duction was necessary to bring out ths wholo
truth in the investization, The Scnate wasd actiag
as a courr, and should act with cxcueding oare iu
ordering the produotivn of teiegrams,

Mr. MORTON, of Inaiana, 1 rerly to a question of
Mr. Cockrell, said if it was properin suy case lu
compel the productiun of private telegrams, he be.
lieved that thia was a case wlers it wus proper,

Mr, COCKRELL inqnirea it thero was any preco-
dent tor the case now before tha Senato.

Mr. MoRTON replivd thast he did not know 1t thia
matter had ever been brought to the attertion of
the Sepate before, though t¢ bad been discusecd to
newspapers and in the Houso of Represontstives.

Mr. CONKLING, of New-York, said the wicuess in
his answers to the comuittes raferred to euvtne
atatate ot the State s which he lived (Oregon|
which, according to his statement, sdemsd Lo be o
penal atatute visiting pumshment npoa him for dis-
closing the coutents ol avy wessage.

Mr. INGALLS, of Kunsas, said there had beep in
Pennsylvan:a o penal statute pauishing telezraph
operaturs for divalging maiters passing over the
wires, but the conrts had neld that 1t it uos apply
when the cause of justice was concerned.

Mr. BAYARD, of Delaware, said he was heartily
in tavor ot ail disclusures of matters pertalning to
this Oregon matter, and bho was dispoged i g9 very:
far 1u comprlling the prodectiob of tectimouy ; ab
the samo time ho believed thers was no safuly farg
anv party or any man except ander the l[awg o! the,
land. He did not believed 1p liverty divorced frowy
law. He believed that the Senate had full power to
authorize the investigation now being made by the
Committes on Privileges and Lloctions, but it mus1
not forget that it wagnow waking a precedent. e
reviewed the quustions whicn the witness, Turner,
bad declined to answer, and sald most of them,
would be allosved 1o a conrt of justice, though oo
or two should be narrowed down and made morw
spesific.  He then referred to the iuvesu.
gation bv the Special Commirtes of Mis-
sasippi Affars, mads & year ago, uui
aaid & wuolesale production of telegrapuio
communications was ordered by themajort y 1 tbas
committes; but bhe objected to such 4 geueral pro-
duc.ion of {elegrams. 1o bs opinfon, pustsl cardu
were not wuch more public than telegrams of te.
day. Skilltul telegrapl operators coul i vein the rovm
where ai 1psirument was lucated, and Ly their ea.
conld take a messaze just as weli as 1t reatea at tho
instrument. ‘The Senate bad all the nghes which ¢,
court ot justice bad iu the production of testimouy,
and he would sid the commitiea all 1 Lis power to
entorce tho dwolosures of any disbonesty,
in regard to tho late election, and anyy
question which the law would cumpel i
witness to answer elsiewhero he would cowpel bim
10 apswer beforo a commsittes of the Senats. |

Mr, CONKLING, of New.Yurk, said 1t seemed:
to him uspturiunate that with su many ewpty
seats the Senate should Le called upon w
run the boundatiea of those commumentions waieh
pasged between citizon and ciuzsn, This question
fu regard to telegraphio comiauuicativn was undes
conaideration in unother torum., The witness Tur-
ner, he understoud, bad not yet bzen {nstracted vyi
those fur whom he acted en account of thy
beliet' that tno matter of divul.ing telsxraphjc
communications might be aettled in nootber torum
to-day. He thersture thoaght his testimony michty
be atfowed to stand untit the party called upon ta
cortify cunld be advised, and 1n the 1eautlime the,
Sepators could coasidor the subject. There wag
one thing certain, and that was either tbs tels,
graph would cease to be, as it 18, a great conven.
1ence, or those who mapaged 1t wouid adopt some
measure which would make it 1mposnible, legaily
and physically, for any body to rumwuge the flie
of mapatches. As  was said  or some Rieay
military commander, ** He will burn bis bridurs."}
The telegraph company would bura their dispatch-
es in case Cungress asserted the right to jumbly,
aud handio every message whaich pusssd between
man and man. Those whopatronazed the telsgraph
companies would forco them to Kvep messspes se-
crot; he would vote wich all the Seaators to un-.
mask traud, but the Seuate now was pruoeeding:
upor slippery groand ; Lhers Wwerv moics snd
bounds wnich shanld bu adbered to,

Mr. MouwTON, ot Indiana, sald bs believed that
this whols suujoct in regard tv the sucreey cf tela.
graphic commuuications was wiihin the power of
Congress aud mighbt bo regn'sted by Conyress, I
was a sabjrct for Coungreseivoal legisiation, aud
shoul'l be .egiclated upou. Tuere was ne law to
punish the diaclosure of telegraphic comwunica.
uons ia this District or wny of e ‘Torriiories vf
the United States, althousn the Govelnmens dailyy
wenii wesgages of the most unportast charaeter,
The etatiite of Oregon ieterred fo did nul proven
the w.tneas Purner frow  testinviog. It proq
vided for the putishmeut of suy witel disclosura
of a telegrapnio cummunication, but a telegragbian
calied upon 1o testiy In any court could but b,
punished under it. Toere was vu doa v Conzress
could put a telegraphio ulspatch upon the eeon
footing with alewter fn the wail in regard ta
seerecy, and dispatchos shoald be protected tv somg
exient. .

Mr. INaaris, of Kansas, sald thero was no resson
why oopies of tolegrapbio dispetches should be re.
tained. ‘The troubls was with the teloxranh com.
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panies themaselves, 1f a law should be pussed re-
quiring tciegraph companiva to destroy all messages
‘here would bs no farther difficulty about these
drag-net wvestigationa, und when courts ot justice
or committces of Congress desired telegrama they
wouiid hscomveliov tonpply to the sender or receiv-
2r, and ot to the custodian of such messages,

Mr. WaLLack, of Peonsylvania, argned that it
vas the duty of the Sanare t¢ compel those tele-
fraphic comipunications to be breaght to light when
they affectet the admicistration of justice.

Mr. WHYTE, of Maryland, said thera had been no
legislation waking cowmmunications by telegraph
rorfidential, and he conld not see why a parcy hav.
‘og possesmor of information which passed tarough
a telegraph office should not by made to disclose
that intormation, If any statute of a Stats pro
nosed to punish s witness for diselosing sach ine
firmation bhe was fully vrotected Ly the act of
7262, The law c¢f Oregon had no application
whatever to this cass, Whenever it was made to
appear that theinquiry was a pertinent one a tele.
iTaph operator hal no privilege upon which he
cvuld refuse toaivulzebo ivformstion reqaired.
He asked where ihe cifference existed between a
ielegraph operator and 2n expressman; and if any-
hody denied that the Senate had the right to send
10 an express oilice apd compel the production of
vooks and receiots, xs it did during the late Belkpap
‘mpeschment trisl ¥ Jxpress and telegraph compa-
aies, ke said, were private coiporations, and the
agent of any corporaricn could not shieid himselt
ircm answering an ingairy by eitber house of Con-
JIress on accoutt of the ruies of such corporation.
In the absence of law creating a bulwark sround a
*elegraph operator e had no privilege, He favured
the passage of the resolation,

Mr. - AMERON, of Penusylvania, also favcred the
was8age of tue renolution, and said he would give
“elegraph companies ali rizote guaranteed them by
chariers, but no more. He would vota tur this reso-
;ution and everythiLg eltse which wounld show that
“bere had peen wrong-doing in the eleviivn of a
President of the United States,

Mr. CockrILL, of Missouri, raid no Sepator had
‘Jeen able 10 state that a precedent for this case had
“ver been befure the Senate. He had, upon exam.
:nativn, found tnat dariog the impeacbwent of Ap-
irew Johnson the Senate of the Uoited States, with
~he Chief Justice presidiug, had summonea Chariea
A. Twker and cvmpelled him to produce certain
teiegrams which passed beiween Mr. Johnson and
Mr.i‘aruuus, of Alabama. He [Mr. Cockrell] was
lecidediy 1n favor of lstiing the people know what
he two political parties which pretended to act for
‘he prople bad oecn deing, and would thereture
vete for the resolution,

The question being oa the passage of the resolu.
*fon, resnited, yeas, 33; navs 3, as tullows;

Yras—2Measrs. Allison, Bogy, Booth, Boutwell, Bruce,
Tameron 0! Penpsy:vania, Ch.flee, Cilaytou, Cockreil,
- ragin, cdmunds, Ferry, Goruon, Ingalis, Johmst n,
Tones of Flonda, Kellv, Kerpan, McCreery, Maxey,
Mitehell Morrill. Morton, Patterson, Pnce, kandoiph,
Rouertson, Sherman, dbpencer, Waliace, White, With-
<8, Weight - 33.

Narvs—Messra, Barnum, Burnside, Laton—3,

The Senate adjouraed till Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
THE PENSION BILL.

un motion of Mr. A1K1NS, of Tecnessee, the Sene
ite amendwents to the Il makivg appropriation
for the payment ot Invalid and other pensions wers
concuired 1n,

The House then went into Committes of the
Whole (Mr. Hooker, of Massachusetts, in the
Chair) on the private calendar.

Five Peusion biil- only were passed, all the
other bills which were reached on the catendar
having been vojected to,

THE TELEGRAPHIC DISPATCH QUESTION,

The cummiitee rose at 2 o'clock, and the House
‘hereupon proceeded to the question of the recu-
sant witness, Mr, E, W, Barues, the New-Orloaus
Mapnager of the Western Union Telegraph Com-
1any, the Sergeant at Arma presenting him before
she bar of the Hoasa,

The SPEAKER, aadressing Mr. Barnes, #aid that is
*as bis [iue Sveaker's] duty to ask him what ex.
use he bad to -ffer tor the fallure to produce before
‘be House Committee sitting av New-Orleana tele.
Zrams calied tor in the sebpmua served on bun,

Mr. Burves replied thual lis auswer had been |
prepared in writing by his couusel, Messrs. Lowrey
% Ashtou, and he asked that 1t bo read vy the
vierk.

The SPEAKER suggested that the answer should
Y8 noder vaih, and Mr. Barnes replied that 1t was
ander oath. .

Meysia. CONGER, of Micbigan, and Kassow, of -
{owa, ubjected o a precedent being set tor requir.
.ag the auswer of a witness charged with con-
Le1npt (0 be made under oath,

Mr. GARFIELD, ot Quie, agreed with tia Speaker
that the 1x0.8 contaiued iv the answer sbould be
‘nade under vath, but he thought it would be rather
4ard to require @ maG 40 swear to the argument of
4.8 coanxel,

The SPEAKER said he sympathized with Mr. Gar
fleld in tuat seutiment. |Laughier.)

Tho Cterk then proceeded to read the answer,
Which is a voluminous paper. quottug all the pro-
ceediugs thus fur in the matter. The witness pro-
ieals thal the paper designated as a subioa was
Jotin torm and substauce a sabpeua to Lim, or te
any one else, excepl to John G. Lovmpaoun, the Ser-
Zeant at Arms, Damed therein; that it was in no
Seuse au  order of the House which
couid  be a wsubject of obedience or dis.
dbedience in bim, and toat such paper ocould
10t be rightfully made the ground ot inflicting &
venalty oo him. ~ The paper then goes ou to argue
the 1aviel.bility of telegraphic dispatcnes, citing
in sapport of it Cuoley’s Constitutional Limitations.
{t theu recites the rules of tne cuwpany surbiuding
‘he communication of dispatehes waoon applied for,
untess by permissivn ot the executive ufticer or by
the order of a court. The witness theu says that
13 suon aw he received the paper served upon him
be apprised hLis  Superintendent of the
fact, ana  asked ter nstructions.  Aue
otber reason for his  doing so was
that some timnw previoasly hv had reeeived instruc-
tions trom the Superiutendent at Mobile to send to
bim all the busivesa that bad passed through the
New-Orleans uffice trum the 1st of November to the
Gth ot Decemuver, and oe had done so betore he bad
been svrved with the paper of the committee. The
“natruciions recetved from his Superintendent were
{0 declioe tornishing the ¢ispatcues calied tor, and
that he would be rchieved of aill respounsidility 1a
the matter; he decia:.s that since the transmission
of the papers to Mobiie he has had no contrel over
\hem, nor bas he any knowledge whatever
that such nmessages &8s were called for
in the paper ever passed through the
New-QOrleans office. He does not betieve that if
any of chem remamed in the office their lezal pos-
jession was In him as a suboruinate employo, and
De expresses the belief that if be had undertaken
%0 rowmmage the office tor thew and carcy them
sway be would bave been cowmitting an actnal
trespass. lealsop'eads, he says, that the paper
derved upon him 1s couched in euch sweepiug terms
38 fu be a general warrant evming within the pro-
bibition ot the Constitution, aud at variance with
the great priociples of personal liberty and
Tight established for all freemen of the
Anglo-Saxon  race, Also  thav the Legis-
cawure  of Louisiana makes the disclosure
o1 celegrapbic dispatches a misdemeanor, He de-
slares that he aid noeu contemonlate any contempt of
the autourity or pnviiezes of the House, and had
ouly svught to do his duty as he had understood it;
“he messages ot the offic» were in possession of the
vompaoy, and not of mmself except as & clerk; he,
theretore, asks to ve di:cbarged from eustody and
permitted to return to his home. )

The reading of the paper belng conciuded, Mr,
ENotT, of Kentocky. offered a resuvlution that the
report of the cowmictee, the answer just read, and
ali other papers relaiing to the alleged,breach of con-
iempt be rererred to the Judiciary Coummittes,
w¥ith inatrnctiens to report as early as practicable
‘vhat action shouid bLe taken in relation thereto,
The resoluifon was adupted, ana the Sergeant at
Arms was directea to retaiu Mr, Barues in custody,

THE DEFICIENCY IN THE CONTINGENT FUND.

Tbe Housxe then went into Committee of the
Whbole on the Cootingency Deficienoy bill, Mr,
Ruskios, of New-York, 1u the charr,

An samendmont offered by Mr. Woop, of New-
furk, 10 pay §600 for temporary clerk
mre for the Commiites of Ways and Means
was made the text for a good deal of
ratllery aud satire on the Democratic Party as the
narty of econvmy and reform, but Mr. GARFIELD, of
Onfy, came to the rescur, and explained that the
nxira clerk hire was owing to the iliness ot the
regular clerk. The amenament was agreed to.

Alter about two bouis 8pent over the Deliciency
il the committoe roae, and tho bill was passed, aud
the House adjourned till tu-morrow. a motien by
Mr. Kuoutt, of Kentucky, to adjourn over tili Mop.
tlay tuving oniy been lost by the abseunce of &
§uurum voting,

A SENATOR'S DISAPPOINTMENT.

The Boston Post divulges the following: “A
tlight mistake was made by a prominent member
of the upper branch of the State house yesterday.
The mantle of the agricultural doctor didn't fall
cxactly where many of the wise ones thought it

wouid, and where the aforesaid member bad pre.
yrepared to receive it, the cunsequepce being a
1ather fuony complication. The expectans mem.
ber, with full faith in caucus promises aud the sar-
face drift of the waves political, bad even gone so
far as ro prepare a speech, thanking his follow-
mewmbers for the honer, &c. There is nothing re-
markaole 10 this, powever, for most legtsiatora
kuow gomething of the crouble ol altering an iw-
promptu address to suit an occasion for which it
was not orizinally intended; but in the tuliness of
Lis heart the cunfident Senator actually yielded bis
Inapuscript to an insinuating reporter, and while
tue balloting was 1n prugress on the hill the tvpe-
setlers were busy in 8 trio of newspaper offices. °
When the resuit was floally reached, there was a
tumult among the 'egislative scribes, und it was
coly by the most franuc effurts that the gratetul
thanks of Lhe wroog man were mot given to the
world.”

THE BORDZR LINE
Yhe San Francisco Chronicle of Dec. 29 says:
‘Mrs. Antenio Verdugo, a Mexican lady of pre-
[ossessing sppearance, 33 years of zgse, and worth
§500,000 in ber own right, has been the subjeot of

an investigation by the Commissioners ot Lunaey
the past two aays. She lett ber husband in Mex-
120 about 18 months ago and came to this city,
vhere she hag on several occasions invoked the aid
of the Police to protect her trom imaginary ene-
mies, Yesterdaay ahe consented, after repeated re-
fusals, to rotarn bome with her husband, and she
v:as cischarged from custody, the Commissioners
coming to the followiug conclusion: ‘We think,
attor a patient fovestigation of this case, that her
riind 18 in that coudition that may be regarded as
tue border Line Letween eccontricity and fnssniiy,
tat we do not find sufficious evidence of insanliy 1o
jastify os in the opinlon that she should be de.
Lrived of bor freedom.’ &
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