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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
AMR. IIEWITT AND THE POST OFFICE.

Mr. Pratt, of New-York, offered a resolution,
reciting that Abram S, Hewitt bas asgerted on thig
tloor,,1n 8 speech, that bis letters passing through
the Post Ofifice at Now-York have been iilegally
«penod beiore delivery, and while in charge of the
Postal officers or employes of the United States,
and providing for a committee ot {ive to inveatigaie
such charge, and .whether the same be true or false,
and by whow, it by any person, gaid criminal acts
were commitied. In conneclion with it, he sont to
the Clerk's desk aud had read s telegram received
to-day from Postmaster James, at New-York, pro
nouncing Mr. Hewict's accusation utterly and abso.
lutely fulse, and requesting an inveatigation,

Mr. HEWITT objected to the premnble, ag ang-
gesting langunge which he bad not used, and asked
that his actual language be quoted.

Mr. PLAIT modified the preamble accordingly,
quoting 1u it the following sentence frow Mr.

Hewitv's’ rémarks yesterday: “I wish to say
that during the last month my attention
tus  been  called to own letteas

m
passing through the New-York Izost Office, and ac.
cotding to the best jadgmeut 1 can torm, and the
best judgment of gentiémen I have submitted my
letters to, they are apparantly not infrequenily
opened 1 the Post Office, and reclosed by the nse
of mucilage, which 18 so effected that the sieam
used is shown on the envelope, which has a puck-
ered apnearance.”

Mr. Hewrrt proceeded to stato the ¢iroumstance
under which be maae the charge. He suid dbout a
month ago he received an anonywous letter stating
that the writer was an employe ln tho New-York
Pust Oflice, and that he felt bound to communicate
the face that *‘Slade's little Kettle" was at work
on bis letters. ‘The only attentiom which he had
folt called upon to pay to this cowmunication was
1o observe clogely the letters which he réceived.
Ho had tound that a considerable number present.
ed an appearance of having becn opeuned—the
flans of the enveiopes preseuiiug a puckered or
corruzared appearance. He called the attention
of gentlewen 1n_ his oftice to the fact, and they had
been able to pick out two classes of letters, those
which had been appsrently opened and thoss that
Lad not been. When he had come to Washington
he was atruck with the tact tuab letters received
trom Boston,Chicago, and other points bad & perfect-
1y stuvoth surface on the flap of the envelope, while
mrequently letters from New-York presented that
corrugated appearance. Mo had happened to show
to Mr. Parke Godwin, a friend of the Postmaster,
one of theso envelopes and asked, him if it had nat
been opened. Mr. Godwin lovked at it, and siid
that it looked so: MHe had then asked
Mr. Godwin :tovsee Mr. James—in whose
integrity he [Mr. Héwitt] had entiro confidence,
anid whose valuable services should be retained
through all muiadons in politics—and 1o mention
tho watter to him. Heo [Mr. Hewirt} wished the
ilousa to understand that he did nut think Mr,
James woald be or ovuld bo a party to any tamper-
ing with leiters, He had sbown two letters
one morning to the gentleman from Maine,
{Mr. Hale] and bad pointed out the corru-
pated appearance of the envelopes, and Mr,
Halo had told him that he ought to cail the
attention of the Iouse to the matter if he thought
his letters wero tampered with., But it would be
readily scen that it would be haraly possible
to briog torward any other evidemce than the
fach tual the letters bad this appearance. Ho had,
therefore, not stated it as & faot, nor did he
now state it as o tact, but he bad that
suspicion which amounted to a belief that
his lotters had been opoved, and he had
acted on that belief by sending by express speoial
letters, and requesting gentlemon wbo had such
special lotters 1o torward them by expreas. It may
be that o doing 8o be was taking unnecessary pre-
cadiion, It might be that bis eyes deceived him, or
it might be thet a cowmmities of investigation
would be able te get at factaof which he had
no bunowledge. He had no objoection, of conrse,
to & committee of investigrtion, but he thougut 1t
probabie that no goou would ¢oms of it, and that
noimportant facts would be discovered. Hence, he
bad not been willing to putv the ceuntry to the
expouss of an _Investigation: but if 1t
was the wish of the House or of the gentlemen on
tho other side to havo one, ho should cheerfully
assent. Uufortunately he had tbrown in the waste-
basket the anonymous lotter, as he aid all anony-
mouns let.ers—i yeceived from ten to twenty a
week, Therefure its hundwriting could not be
iqeutified. So too with the envelopes; they had
been thrown awey, and it Wis a remarkable faot
that pove of the tetters received by bhim to-day
presentod any apprarauce of having been tampored
with, !

Mr. K1ss0N, of Jown, said ho had favored the in-
trouucuon of the resolution not merely bocause it
concernell the administration of an officor of the
highesy reputation, but especially becauss the
public confidence in the Post Oilice Department
should not be desiroyed without cause During
his own connection with that departwent
at the opening of the lite war, 8o sacred was the
rale of inviolability of correspondence that, al-
though repoated representations were made by local
Postmasters as to tho 1mportance of sscertain.

ing hoatile procosdings ‘thruuzh lettera  de-
posited in the Post Ofice, aw order wus
issued from the deparunent probibitinr - the

tampering in any way with such letters. The only
alteruative for the investigation suggested was that
the Postmaster General should make it. DBus that
ofticial had not the power which the House had to

make & thorvugh iasvestization. He might
send special ageunts, but  the power to
gummon witnesses aud to take testimony

did pot exist in him as it die in a committeo of the
Mouse. Unless therefore, the gentlewan [Mr. Hew-
1tt) would satisfy the public inind by stating that he
bau no saflicient greund for his charge, he did not
seo that the House cculd witbhold its assent to the
oiation, .
milr. HaLE said it was very clear to him that this
was a matter which the House gbon]d not let drop.
T'he inviolabitity of the Poat Oftice Departnient was
% thing that sbould be maintained aud upheld by
every power of the Government. It was all the
wore important now that that dopartment should |
bo undisturbed and unwolested, since yesterday
the House hud taken from another branch of gom-
munication tetween man and man all that it had
ever had of inviolabidty. Tne Pust Oflice still |
vemaing, and the House could do nothing better in ‘
tho exercise of its highest power than to terret and
probe such a watter to tbe bottum. Let the inves-
tigation be mado wost ssarching and complete, and
lot the House know whether thers had been any
interference with the correspondouce of guy gen-
‘ recially of the gentlemsu from

2009)

New‘-Yox_‘k', {Mr. Hewitt,| who held a foremaest placa
in ono of the political parties of the conntry.

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CASR.

The SPRAKER laid before the Houso telographi
communication from W. R. Morrison, Chzirman of
the Loutsiana Tnvestigating Committen. transmit.
ting a record of the proceedings hefore the comunt.
teo in the ense of E.W. Barnes, Manager of the
Western Union Telegraph Company at Now.Or.
leans, who refused to obey tho subpeena duzes teciuam,
and produce the telograms which he hat bren op
dered to brizg with him. L'he order of the commiz-
tee was that the Chairman sbould comwunieats to
the House for its informaidon tha refusal of Baruea
to nroduceAtho telegrans.

The reading of the papers having beon connludod
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, catieq attentipn to the fact
that the report did ot bear the signaturs of Mr.
MoRrriso¥, but was in the handwriting of thie tefe-
graoh operator.

Mr. XNoTT, of Kentucky, then offsred a resoln-
tion directing the Speaker to issuo a w.rrant tor
the arrest and bringing to tho bar of the H{oug:
without delay E. W, Barnes, t0 enswer [ a comn.
tempt of the authority of the House and s breacn
of it privilegzes in retusing to producs the :ej:-
eraphio dispatohes, that he may bLe dealt with as
the law under the facts may require,

Further objection was mads to taking aotion on a
telegraphie communication as if 1t wers an officlal
report, but the Spoaker overraled it.

Mr. ENOIT moved the previous question on hie
resolution, and refused to accede to Mr. Gaifi ld's
request to allow aome time for discusston,

When the vote came to be taken on ssconding the
previous question, the Repubticana rosorted wo the
plan of withbolding their votes, so that there should
be no quornm voting,

Agam Mr, GARFIRLD suggested that some t1as
should be allowed £.r discussion, but Mr. Knoit's
reply to 1t was a motion far a el of the Houso.

‘T'he first roll-call showed the prescmce of 103
members,

Mr. Woop, ot New-York, then rose and saft that
his side of she Hoase had no disposition te prevent
discussion, and he suggested that the previous
question sheuld be considered seconded, aud ibat
the hour to which Mr. Kuott would then 0» entitied
g}muld be divided equaily between both sides of the

nuse.

Mr. GARFIELD—That ig all we have been insist
mg on,

_ The ruggestion was agreed to.

Mr. Kas30¥, of Tows, then submitted iz writine
a point ot order that tha report being without veri-
fications and in the hand-writing of telegraph
operators, presented noleval parhamentary ground
§or adoptiog an order of arrest of an Auwerican cit-

Zou,

‘T'he SPEAKER overruled the pofut of order, and
stated that the report came to him threugh the
usnal channel of telegraphic commumcarim. I
was for the House, however, not for the Chair, tu
determ'ne as to the srrost of a recusant witness.

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio, declared that tlicre waa
on Lis siae of the House mno purpose or willing
ness to resist any thorougch and complere
investigation touching the late election; the deepor
that subjoct was gone into the more he should Le
pleased, for he bad looked far enongh into the ques-
tion in Louisians to know that au houcst and
thorough investigation would be valvaslc to
the cause of truth, He thought, however,
that the question before the House shonid
be referrel to the Jadiciary  Cowmit.
too, and careful inguiry made whethsr
the paper read could be preperly and rightfuliy

. treated as an authentie report of a committee, He
also bezged the House to look at tho other side of
the question, and imagine a committee calling for
the telegraphic correapondencs of the Democratie
magnates ot the country for the last nine months,
1f the telegrams of sever citizens could be called
for, why, he asked, shoald not thuse ot 709; and
if 700, why not those ot all of theadult popalation of
America. It was, he said, a naked, fouudationless
domand, made withoat proof of the existence of shs
dispatcbes catled for.

Mr. McCrARY, of Towa, said ho would taks for
granted that tho telegraphic communication was
gennmine, and he would not question it. 1lle desired
to meet fairly and squarely the other important
question: whotlier telegraph comoaniss can be ra.
quired to produce the correspondence of citlzens,
without tbe committee baving before it any testi-
mony that any dispatches material to the iuguirs
are in the hands of the telegraph company? If ac
affirmative decision on that questton was made by
the House, there was no sucreduess for any privats
papers, and the provision of the Coustitution
which declares that citizens shall be secure az1nsi
unreasonable searches would be rendered nugatory.

Mr. Woop, of New-York, expresscd his resros
thit the whole question was not uader some staiu-
tory rezulation, tor he was opposed to cither lems-
lation or Congressional action asa mere matter of
expediency to meet a parucnlar emergenvcy. Ha
believed there should Do general laws on tue sub-
ject passed dt 2 time whnen there was no public 2x.
cirement like the present. He diffored, however,
with the gentleman as to the sacred character of
telegraphio correspondence.  Letters passing
through the malls wore kpown only to the writer
and the receiver, but it was not so with telegraphio
dispatches, which were notonly known tethe writer
and receiver, but to the operator at each end
of the line. Telegraphic disyatchog bad tost all
privacy and sccrecy, 8uv much so thay all imporiant
communicativng in commercs aud trade weio

conducted in cipher, e beloved, hewaver,
that it would be very difficuit to trace
in  any political dispatches snvthing to
criminate any body. He, therefore, did pot

take the position which ne did because of suy
belief thiit the committee could procurs anythiuz
of substantial imiportance from the telezcaph oihi-
cen; but if the House would carry out thzral»
adopted by it yesterdsy, this recusact witnoss
would have to be brought betore the Iouse to an-
swer for contemnt,

Mr, HOAR, of Massachusetts, suggested that inas.
much as Mr. Orton had expressed his wiiliocooas
to be governéd by the order of the ilouse, a
peremptory order of arrest sbonid not bo issusd
until this witness had aun opportunity to goagain
before the commnittee aud sav that, after the adop-
tion of the resolution yesterday, he is willing to
obey the order of tho committee,

Mr. WooD replied that there was no difficuliy
about that, Lecause it the witness should aow obey
the order ef the committee the warrant of arreas
would not be executed.

Mr. Eass0N, of Iowa, concurred with AMr, Gar-
fieid in the peliet that it would be better to ask the
Judiciary Committee to examine the repcrt and as-
certain whether there was anv legal ground for the
1ssue of a warrant of arrest. The Houge could not be
too caretul 1n the busmness of arresting citizans. He
thought that all tho members of the Houss would
feel better if the Judiciary Commttiee would make
& more careful examination of the subjuct,

Mr. EN01T, of Kentucky, fortiied the yposition
taken by the Houss yestorday in daclarinyg that tele.
graphic communioations were no more privitaged
than oral or other commiuniéations, and ouoted a de.
cision made by the Supreme Court of Penn.
sylvamia asustainiag tbas idea. Lhat decision
he saia should dispel forever the spuricus and new
gentiment that there was semething about a tele.
griphio dispatoh which made it more sacrsd than
the holy name of the deity, which formeorly comld
oply be proooonced once a year, and that
by the High. Priest in the sauctum sanctorom
of the Temple. The order of the Supefintendent of
the company to this manager not to produce the
dispatches did not excuse him. Who had made tie
Superintendent his masteri Who had given the
Superintendent the right to abrogate the law si the
land? So far from that probibition being biading
on the witness, it only rendered the Superinterdent
himaelf liable to be arrested and brought ap for oun-
tempt of the privileges ot the liouse,

The vote was then taken, and the resolation
adopted without a division,

THE LATE S8ENATOR CAPERTON.

The SPEAKER then laid betore the Houss the so-
tion of the Senate inregard 1o the deaith of Iate
Senator Caperton, of \West Virginia, when remarks
appropriate to tbo occasion were mads by Messra,
HEREFORD, FAULKNER, and WILSON, of West Vir-
gipia; GOODE aud LUCKER, of Virginia; KA8SON, of
Iowa, and HARDENBERGUH, of New-Juraey,

. 'The customary resolutions were adopted, aad the
House ai 5-30 P, M. adjouroed,
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