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INNew Ideas in Sleeping Cars
To Make INight Travel Easy

away to do overnight traveling by

raflroad, his family felt that he
wonld pever be quite the same again.
Night traveling then was done in day
coadhes. Survivors reported that an
hour spent this way seemed to take up
six hundred minutes, and that destina-
tions appeared to lead the trains a
merry chase instead of waiting to be
arrived at.

Nor did the Pullman sleeping cars
rival the home as a nice place in which
to spend the night. They were indif-
ferent mobile bedrooms, illumined by
candles and heated by coal stoves, and
the washing facilities were not so good
as those in the hall room of the third
best hotel in a town of 2,000 population.

The upper berths were supposed to
have been designed by the man whe
drew the plans for the rack employed
in the Spanish Inquisition. Tom Thumb
was sald to have served as the model
for them. After a night in an upper
it took a. fortnight for a tall man f{o be-
come fully unraveled.

The sleeping car of today is as dif-
ferent from those first cars as the cur-
vent crop of automobiles is from the

BACK in 1860, when a man went

. LN
one-cylinder affairs that were cranked
on the side, Acc'ording to F. A, Cooke,
Superintendent - for the Pullman Com-
| pany at the Grand Central Terminal, re-
search and énmériment are constantly‘
carrjed,on by.the.company with & view |
to making its cars as reposeful as pos- |
sible. Several recent' innovations have.
i broyght the sleepers to a- point where
| at least. a modest degree of the elusive
| state of perfection is-in sight. Regard-
less of the frayed condition of a pas-
senger's nerves, passage by Pullman is
. becoming painless.

i Constantly Experimenting,

i Mr, Cooke declared that he regarded
the latest change in’ sleeping ear con-
,structien as of unusual interest to the
traveling public, since it altered the-en-

‘tire aspect of the iInterjor of the car.
The headboards,  separating one upper
berth from another when the .cars are’
.made up for the night, now serve also
as partitions dividing thg twelve sectlons
of scats by day. :

In the past the headboards were'
folded into the upper berths during the’
day. As permanent {ixtures they now
make for privacy -in the seats. ' The
boards extend to the top of the car.
_During the day they are not so wide
as the peats, but when the berths are
made ready e sliding panel, fitting into
the partition, ia pulled out to the end
of the seat. Cars équipped ln this way
have been accepted for use on the
Twentjeth Century Limited and other
important runs, Ixperimental work on
them covered meore than two years.

To insure adequate lighting for each
section of seats between nightfall and
time to retire, hundred-watt nitrogen
lamps have been placed in the ceiling
at frequent intervals throughout the car.
When the big “lights’ are turned out,
lamps in the floor, orie-at each section,
are turned on, warning those passing
thrpugh the car of the presenece of a
grip or other obstacle in the -aisle. ‘The
women’s dressing room on these pew
cars has %Deen enlarged and equipped
with more mirror space than before.

“We turn out Pullman cars in lots
of ten or twenty,” Mr. Cooke said,
‘“‘and we try to embody a few new and
attractive features in "each group. It
can be safely sald that no two groups
of Pullman cars are identlcal We are
often governed in the improving of the
cars by the s(xggestions of passengers.
The views of veteran travelers carry
welght with us.

“Qur job is a big one. For the ﬁseal
year ending July 31, 1923, we carried
more than 33,000,000 passengers, more
than 90,000 a, day. We employed 21,200
pergons and operated almost 6,000 cers
as a dally average. Qur cars covered a
total of mere than 830,000,000 mliles in
that period, -an average of 400 miles &
day for a car.

#1t * {8 probably true that making
travel as painless as possible has ac-
counted, to a sreat extent, for these
imposing tigures. People like the idea
of getting from one. place to another
with no more hardship than if they had
stayed at home—perhaps with even less.

“We do not know what the uitimate’
will be in Pullman sleeping cars. We

hesitate to say that we have even ap-
proached . it. Bven adding Iimprove-r
ments for sixty years or so _has still
left (oom for more of them, and we shall
continue experimenting.’”’

. TIDES USED FOR POWER
WITH the claim that it is the tirst

to use the tides successfully in

the generation of electricity,.a
hydroelectrie plant employing this prin-
ciple has been set up at Hast Saugus,
near Lynn, Mass., The plant, which is
gxe invention of Domenico Damiano. of
oston, was begun two years ago and
was completed and put In_operation

early in the .present' year. It consls
of -a. small power house above g well on
‘an arm of the S usua River, in which
isa tur’olne a‘ﬁ in motion by .the ebb and
| flow of t e. Ahout . sixty-five horae
1o the %5,,%"5‘3’“%? RRE g R
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