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‘imply & criminal haste in condemning lhuman

_work, besides doing away with the sus ploion of
- perfunctory machine methods, 18 fuil.of insiruc-

‘woman, or child, has an uncanny idea of insan-
"ity. He looks upon it as gomething entirely
.different from any other aflment. A8 a matter

1nent,

_as the insane pavilion in the Bellevue Hogpital
‘Tt is & narrow one-story building, about 150

-bell as 1f the house was on fire and demanding

- Moy ac e

s —_———
KEPT BY TIWO PHYSICIANS AT
BELLEVUE HOSPITAL.

EIGHETEEN HUNDRED PERSONS PASS’
THROUGH THE HANDS OF DR. FITCH
AND DR. FIELD EVERY YERAR—-
GREAT CARE EXERCISED _IN DEAL-Y
ING WITH THEM.

There are two men in New-York who send |
more than 1,800 of their fellow-citizens to the ']
madhouse every year. Theee men are Dr. Allen |
Fitoch and Dr. Matthew D, Field, public exam-
iners in lunaoy for the City Government.

No other person or Dody of persons in 06
world approach theirrecord,;snd to theordinary
layman It would seem thiat'the terrible respon-
sibility imposed by their-duty would be sufficient
in time to deprive them of their own reason.
But apparently this responsibility does not
welgh very heavily on thetwo doctors. They
are among the most cheerful men in the metrop-
olis, with a joke and & smile for good company
wherever they find it, and this, too, despite the
{aot that they are thoroughly in sympathy with,
the horde of unfortunates who pass annually
through their hands to the insane asylum.

At first glance it would appear that the
appallingly large number of persons committed :
by these examiners is out of all proportion with
the exercise of ordinary care, It would seem to

beings to wbat most persons consider-a living :
death. Butsuch is by no means the oase, and
an atternoon spent with the two Qootors at their ‘

tion for the outsider.
Every non-professional person, whether man,

of fact, it is nothing of the kind. Itis a physicsl
aisease pure and simple, of which maduess is
merely a sympton, just as deliriym is one 6f the
symptoms of fever. A lunatic is therefore no
diffefent in the eyes of the dootors than a con-
sumptive or a paralytic, and a lunatio asylum,
that terrible institution to the layman’s mind,
resolves itself with the doctor simply into a
hospital for the oure of diseases of the brain
tissue, where _treatment consists of drugs,
pourishing foods, cheerful surroundings, health-
ful exeroise, and otherrestoratives, just as in or-
dinary hospitals, whete lungs and backs and
joints and fever-racked bodies are under treat
instead of brains. Hence the equaminity
with which the New-York doctors pursue what
to others seems suoh a terrible task.

The examiners do their workin what 18 known

ounds at the foot of Fast Tweénty-sixth Street.

foet long, and by megans of a partition wall is
divided into male and female wards. Here all
the unusnally eccentric persons ploked up by
the police are sent by the police magistrates for
examination. Hosgita.la and other publie in-
‘stitutions where the ocharges begin to act
«queer” also forward them to this pavilion,
and persons whose frlends develop dangerous
mental symptoms, dootors who become sus-
piclous of their patients’ soundness cf mind,
and all who want official opinions passed on the
slal,nity of persons in their control take them
there. :

At times, too, some poor man will go of his
own accord to be examined. But this is very
rare indeed. The tendency of a lunatio is to
congider himself as sound as a nut mentally.
Others may be crazy. Bub he, never!

By specisl permission from President Porter
of the Eom‘d of Charities and Corrections, a rep-
resentative of THE TIMES was recently allowed
to attend the county examiners during their
visit at the insane pavillon. This is ordinarily
not permitted, and no0 newspaper man had ever
been present before at these examinstions,
‘whioh for apparent reasons are conducted with
all possible privacy.

On the afternoon in question there were nine
patients awalting _attention, 8 was the
orop for the preceding twenty-four kours in
the big oity, Tor the doctora call at the pavilion
every day except on Sundays and holidays. The
star of the company was John J., Lingemann,
the **Vanderbilt crank.’’ On the night before,
he had scared everybody in the millionaire's
mansion salmost into fits by ringing the door

of the perturbed butler, wio answered, an in-
terview with “ Cornellus Vanderbilt.”
A patrolman arrested the fellow, and after

" fifteen minutes she withstoo
. ing inquiries uptil the physicldn concluded to

passing through the police station and court he
wrae an hand to oreat D Fitah.

The dootor took s comfortable seat in the
little examination room in the front end of the
pavilion overlooking the East River. In front
of him under & big window was a small table
gpvered with writing materials and a record

ook. Through the door leading into the ward
the different subjects for examination conld be
geen sitting or standing lisgleasly about. Ag
goon a8 he was seated the doctor gave the word
and an attendant half led and half followed the
*Vanderbilt orank ”” into the room,

He was evidently not over nineteen or twenty
years old, and was neatly dressed. His forehead
was low and retreating, but on the whole he
appeared rather })leasant and intelligent. On
the street he wonld have been passed without
suspicion, as he was anything but a pieture of
the typleal lunatic. His linen Wwas clean, his
hair neatly brushed, and his clothing was of a
qulét, decent ont.

He sank lapguidly into & chagir in front of Dr.
Fitch, where the light was full upon him. The
dootor greeted him cordially, almost efusively,
a faot that seemed to gratify Lingemann very
much, for he raised his ‘eyes for the iirst time

and a flickering smile came over his eounte-
-~ A fbam FnlanAly valatiane had haan actah_
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lished by means of this chesrful salutation, Dr.
Fltch moved his chair up several inches closer
ang, laying hig hand familiarly on the young
fellow's knee, fastened his eyes on his face with
a oareless yet firm glance, and then asked in sn
ordinary conversational tone:

“Now tell me, Lingemann, whas did you want
at Vanderbilt’'s house anyway 1

The amile which had alinost died out esme
over the fellow’s face again, but hé didn’t vent-
ure sny reply. .

“ Come now, tell me what you went there
for,” urged the doctor pleasantly, moving still
oloser, For asecond or two Lingemann shifted
uneasily in his ohair, his eyes completely hidden
by zhe_ palid lids, and_ his loosé-jointed bedy
twitching nervously, Then he raised his eyes
again, end, the smile, whioh had grown vapid
and silly, still on hls face, he answered ir &
rather haitlng voloe:

«Well, I heard he wanted a fins mind, and I
thought I’d offer him mine,”

«“You did, eh? Where did you hear that he

wanted a fine nind §” queried the doctor with a

good show of interest. ;
QOb, I heard it on the street and om the -
Broadway road.”
s Who told rou? Did you aee the ple
«No, I d1dn't see anybody, but I beard ’em.

They sald: ‘ There goes & young fellow with a
fine mind. Vanderbilt wounld give a .good deal
for his brain.’ -
« Just heard the volcest”
= Yes, heard’em everywhere,” asgentea Linge-
mann, eagerly. . .
And 80 it went on for over half an hour. By
oleverly-contrived questions, put in a friendly

. anddnterested manner, the doctor drgw out all

gorts of halluginations from the unfortunate,
many of which showed a dangerous tendenoy.
His “fine mind” and the eagerness of every-
body to possess 1t was the main burden of his
confilences. President Harrison, Jay Gould,
Mayor Grant, Crane the actor, and mahy others
1ad made all sorts of efforts to get it. They
were aided by his stepmother, who let mysterl-
ous agents into the house,  who breathed anti-
pyrine into him,” 8o that he could not defend
the possession of his much-¢oveted mind. -
1Lilllan Russell was after his mind, too, buthe
was perfectly willing she should have it. 8he
had gent for him, and he had been up to see het
a number of times. He admitted that ite had
been in an asylum before—Bloomingdale, Miss
Ruasell used to _come to see him there, but the
doctors put padlocks on sjl the doors 5o she
couldn’t getin. Afterward, when he wasre-
loacsd, Mioo Bnecall ond Mowar Rraxt fanoht s
duel with swords *for the possession of his
mind.’ Thauks to her superior knowledge ac-
quired through the frequent uge of the sword

in her plays, the souress beat the Mayor and
+*won him for forever.” .
“Po yon_ think you are insane ¥* asked the |
dogtor finally. !
"Igo."t ;1“ clgled Lingemann without the
Alightest heslitation.

‘!!Whaﬁ are you doing here then ?”

«Oh,” repiled the lunatic with & q
leer, I guess you dootors want my mind.”

There was nothing in this oase that required
an expert to determine his mlanit{, and the
physical examination that followed the mental
was meraly a matter of form.

With the next patient, however, it was the

hysiosl symptoms rawler more than anything
gls{a that poin‘t'ed to s unbalanced mind. The
alse was irregular, running Ifrom sixty to
inety, the hands cold and clammy, especiall
1% the finger tips, the oyes were upsteady, 2nd
the pupils dlﬁstetd. refusing to act even undey
the strongest lighl. The man was an en aves,
probably fifty years old, and managed to con-
ceal bis ailment so well that nobody but dn ex-
gerleneed person would have suspecied thathis
rain was affected. :

He admitted thaf he had beenin an asylum
before, hut hasiened to add that it was merely
Deonuse he had beei run down by trouble and
overwork, Evidently he bad no intentiou of re-
turning if he conld help 1%, and his coolness and
oaution in answering the dootor’s questions
were admirable, He had been arrested or the
complaint of his wife and committed for ex-
amination by the Police Justiee before whom lie
waa arraigned. His i1l wiil against his wifs was
evidently strong, bnt he managed to hold even
this in cheok, merely saying that ahe spent sil
his money.

“It's tie dry goods stores, dootor,” he Ye-
marked sagely. " A dry goods store is to the
women what a saloon is to the men.”

Nothing could be made ousof his-csse-thas.

. ';‘ jonk 'ﬂnmn’wurm!ﬁ: £ 1}0 mifmént to the arsy‘lumr
ADH@UBE 1 ‘andhe wzis'i‘etainédgthe pavilion for « farther

observation.” This meant that the trained
nurses would mak» notes on his case, and after
the lapse of twenty-four hours he would be ex-
amined again.

Tt was learned afterward that it took three
days before his hallucination was developed. -
He imagined that ke had engraved some perrect
bank-note plates, from which $10,000,000 in
counterfait notes had been printed £o that no
onoe could iell them from genuine. He wasonly

. prevented from ciroulating them by his wife,

who was in_s conspiracy with others to keep
him poor. The 3evelopment of this hallucina-
tlon “completed his case, and he was sent to
Ward’s Igsland for treatment.

After the engraver came rour very ordinary
cases, one man and two women, that required
only & oursory examination, even by a layman,
to show theirinsanity. Then followeda patient
who would have passed mental muster any-
where outside of an insane asylum. Bhe wasa
voung German domestioc of about twenty-five,
with a good healthy coior, Dright eyes, and
generally nest and tidy appearance. Only her
hands, tell-tale evidences In nearly every case
of lunacy, showed a disordered system. They

.¥Pore oold.and clammy and apnormally puffed,

‘lea_wxl:Jg & 1most disagreeable feeling to the
touch.
She appreclated tboroughly where she was,
having beeun brought in by a doctor to whom
she had applied for treatment. She described
her symptoms intolligently. Chief among her
troubles was sleeplessness, For three nights
she had been unable to close her eyes.

Dr. Field, who had arrived at the pavilion In
the meantime, examined r first, and for
is most search-

have her remain over for observation. Then Dr.
Fiwoch took her in hand—the dootors always
make their examinations separately—and the
gtrain baving evidently told on her by this
time under his adroit questioning, she finally re-
vealed her insanity. .

Bhe had 21l nlong insisted that it was simply
her nerves that kept her awake, but now she
confessed that the reason her nerves *‘worked
80 ”” 'was that the house was filled with * strange

nois‘%%a nighy.”
" at kind of mnoisea3” asked the dootor
pleasantly. .

“ Well,” glancing around cautiously, ¢ some-
body throws pails snd chairs around as soon as
I go to bed.”

s« Anything else ?”’

M Wnh Mhar hamin cnemle e cmaad in ¢ha asllarn
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and keep It up until daylight.”

“ Have you apy idea who does thist”

¥t is my lady. She hates me.”

“1s she trylng to Lill you ¢”

I think 8o. Yes, I know she ie. Only the
other night I heard her paying some money to &
strange woman who was to put me outof the
way. OR! she is a bad woman.”

“Do you ever see any sirange things at
night?”

¢ Bometimes,” was-the hesitating answer.

¢ What are they %"
“ Ag soon as it gets dark there is a bright
light in my bedroom. It iselectricity, because I

can hear the wires.”

* And does your lady maxe this lighs?”’

¢ Oh, po,” with a sly laugh. *“ You know
who makes it. It comes from here.” All this
in an easy, natural manner, 8o sincere that it
seemed anything but the vaporing of a lunatie.

She was put down as a dangerous case, ag the
iden of persecution might easily develop a hom-
icidal mania. Beveral causes had combined to
break her down, but under treatment it was
promised she would recover in a comparatively
short time.

_ By the time the last patient had been exam-
ined it was dark. The certificates were filled
out, signed, and sworn to by the two dootors,
and next morning the department steamer oar-
ried the unfortunates to the asylums on Ward’s
and Blackwell’s Islands. Last year the exam-
iners passed on more than 2,000 cases, and tho
average number for the last five years has been
over1,800. Such an ocourrence as the attack on
Russell Sago by the dynamiter Noreross brings
out an unusually large number of * oranks,”
and for several months the authorities have
felt the effect in an increased list of commit-
ments for examination.
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